
lished experiments be preserved. I t  is not 
the purpose of the ATCC to collect mu- 
tant strains of well-known phages, but it 
is interested in obtaining independently 
isolated strains that are taxonomically re- 
lated to well-known strains. I t  is the hope 
of the ATCC that, ~vhenever a phage 
strain is described for the first time, it 
and its host bacterium will be forwarded 
21s type specimens to the collection. 

If anyone happens to have in his pos- 
uession exanrples of classical phage strains 
that are not already included in the col- 
lection (please consult the 1956 ATCC 
catalog of phages), they should be de- 
posited with the ATCC. The curator is 
particularly anxious to obtain specimen's 
of Burnet's serological types of enteric 
phages. These strains are usually desig- 
nated by numbers preceded by S, C, or 
D, as C16, S13, D-1.4. Also phages for 
bacterial genera not a t  present repre-
sented in the collection are desired. 

I t  is to be expected that as the number 
and varit>ty of available phage strains in- 
crease, the value of the collection to re- 
search workers throughout the world will 
increase in proportion. The collection al- 
ready contains a wealth of biological ma- 
terial that has not been examined by 
modern techniques--hi. 1-1. A. 

Small Animals in the Classroom 

Dietrich C. Smith reports [Bull. joi  
Mpd .  Resea~clr10, 2 (May-June 1956)l 
that the use of small animals in the class-
room has proved to be an unexpectedly 
helpful tool in teaching. The Maryland 
Society for Medical Research launched 
its "Small Animal Classroom Project" 
In the fall of 1954. This has since turned 
out to be the most popular feature in it% 
rducational p~ ogram 

Projects are of tuo  types. In  the first, 
which is designed plin~alily for elemen- 
tary grades, a rabbit, guinea pig, or white 
lat is supplied as a classroom pet; no 
t ontrolled experimentation is attempted. 
the teaching being limited to demonstra- 
tion of the proper principles of animal 
tare combined with frequent ~veighings 
,ind the plotting of a growth curve. I n  the 
\econd and more ambitlous project, de- 
signed for junior and senior high schools, 
a matched pail of animals, usually small 
male white rats, is used for a simple nu- 
tritional experirllent that illustrates I?-
tardation of gro~vth. 

'The ptogram cauqht on rapidly, and 
at the time that Smith wrote his article 
more than 150 projects had been placed 
in all parts of the state. In  addition to 
supplying animals and detailed instruc- 
tions for their maintenance, including 
directions for building a cage, the society 
provides an adequate and a vitamin-de- 
ficient diet schedule and directions fol 
carrying out the nutritional experiment 

The program has been very successful, 
and in many cases the educational use of 
the animals has been extended by the 
ingenuity of individual teachers. The 
projects have been especially helpful in 
bringing into sharp focus the role of ani- 
mals in the advancement of knowledge. 
-iV.L.S., JR. 

U.S.-Brazilian Uranium Agreements 

Rra7il has suspended the export to th(. 
United States of minerals used for nu- 
t lear clnergy. She has also denounced thr 
Bra~ilian-United States agreement for 
joint uranium prospecting in her terri- 
tory. 

United States purchases of Bra7ilian 
thorium have been relatively small and 
for this year were to total 300 tons of 
thorium oxides. There is no official rec- 
ord of uranium sales by Brazil, which has 
no comlnercial production, and the coun- 
try's reserves still are unknown. 

Although the shift in Brazilian policy 
is unlikely to havr any important effect 
on the United States research program, 
the action is a blow to U.S. prestige in 
Brazil. In  denouncing the prospecting 
and export agreements, the Bra7iliar1 
Government did not, however, abrogate 
another pact, that under which she joined 
the atoms-for-peace program. As a result 
of thic agreement, the United States is 
providing $350,000 toward the cost of ail 

experimental atomic reactor for S%o 
Paulo University, lending B r a ~ i l  13.2 
pounds of uranium fuel for the reactor, 
and making technical information avail- 
able. Assistance in erecting an industrial 
reactor also is being; negotiated. 

NSF Aids Dissemination 
of Federal Research Results 

Federally suppol ted basic scientilic re 
warch of an unclassified nature bill 
henceforth be made more widely avail- 
able to scientists everywhere under term. 
of a new program that has been an-
nounced by the National Science Foun- 
dation. With support from the founda- 
tion's Office of Scientific Information. 
the Library of Congress and the Office of 
Technical Selvices of the Department of 
Commerce will jointly undertake ~zidet 
dissemination of significant information 
in the some 20.000 unclassified technical 
reports on basic research issued annual11 
by organizations engaged in Government 
\ponsored scientific research. 

Specifically, the program, designated 
Governnlent Research Information, is de- 
signed to assist any research scientist ( i )  
to learn ~vha t  unclassified scientific re- 
ports on Government research are being 
issued in his field of interest and how he 
can ohtain thenr, jii) to ohtnin, on a S U ~ J -

scription basis, a report-announcement 
service that automatically will keep him 
informed regarding the bulk of such re- 
ports in fundamental research and 
through which he can purchase copies of 
listed reports; and (iii) to obtain access 
to a well-cataloged reference collection 
of unclassified scientific reports on frd- 
erally supported basic research that hr 
can consult much as he now consults 
hooks in a reference library. 

The first of the three services is 
offered by the Government Research Tn-
formation Clearinghouse in the NSF Of- 
fice of Scientilic Information. The  staff 
of the clearinghouse is experienced in 
technical report reference work and 
will assist scientists with any problems 
related to the existence, whereabouts, 
and availability of unclassified reports 
on Government-sponsored basic scien-
tific research. The clearinghouse will 
be able to tell scientists where and how 
to obtain scientific reports about Govern- 
ment research. Mail, telephone, or per- 
wnal requests should be submitted to 
the Government Research Information 
Clearinghouse, National Science Founda- 
tion, TYashington 25, D.C., attention of 
])wight E. Gray. 

The automatic announcement servicc 
coverinq reports on Government-sup-
ported scientific research is an expansion 
of an activity that the Ofice of Techni- 
cal Services has been offering for several 
years. O T S  publishes the subscription 
journal, lJ.S. Gozler~tment Research Re-
bol ts ,  an annotated, monthly listing of 
rc7ports on federally supported research. 
Each entry in the journal includes infor- 
mation on how that document can bc 
obtained. The  NSF supplemental sup-
port will permit O T S  to increase its ac- 
quisitions program appreciably, insuring 
comprehensive coverage of reports in 
basic scientific research. Complete infor- 
nation on this announcement service and 
allied O T S  activities can be obtained 
from the Office of Technical Services. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C., attention of John C. Green, 
Director, or from the NSF Clearing-
house. 

The third service-access to an un-
classified report reference collection and 
catalog-is being offered by the Library 
of Congress in its Science Division. With 
NSF supplemental support, the library 
has consolidated and augmented its sci- 
cntific report holdings and has estab-
lished open-card and book catalogs cover- 
ing these substantial report collections. 
Rcaders are free to consult the report 
catalog, and reference assistants will 
bring them copies of any reports they 
wish to see. As in the case of the library's 
book collections, reports cannot be taken 
out. In general, however, any report in 
this open collection can be purchased, 
either from O T S  or, In photoreproduced 
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