
and would  no t  forsake the  technical ad-  
vances i n  other countries for politics. 

* * *  
A t  the  recent meeting o f  the  Amer ican  

Medical  Association, L. Phillips Froh-
m a n ,  chairman o f  the  section o f  general 
practice, warned tha t  the  atomic age in 
medic ine  is approaching a t  so rapid a 
pace tha t  mos t  physicians are n o t  pre- 
pared for i t .  H e  commented  tha t  mos t  
physicians are "babes i n  the  wood" about 
t h e  e f fec t s  o f  atomic radiation, largely 
because the  in format ion  is n o t  available. 
H e  pointed ou t  that  a t  the  m o m e n t  " w e  
are ensnared i n  a n  incongruous situation" 
wherein the  physical scientist controls 
t h e  "a tomic  pile o f  education and knowl-  
edge," whi le  the  practicing physician 
passively stands aside. 

Vault for the Future 

Science and T h e  Scientific Monthly, 
i n  company  w i t h  such journals as t h e  
Saturday Review of Literature and 
Newsweek, will b e  buried in t h e  V a u l t  
for t h e  Future, w h i c h  was dedicated o n  
20 J u n e  a t  George Washington  Univer-  
sity. T h e  vault  will preserve for 100 years 
records o f  m o d e r n  engineering achieve- 
m e n t .  I t  is located beneath t h e  walkway  
i n  front  o f  the  university's T o m k i n s  Hall  
o f  Engineering, w h i c h  is n o w  nearing 
complet ion.  

T h e  vault  will contain contributions 
f r o m  20 Government  agencies and na-
tional and local societies. Each  group in-
vited t o  participate will place selected 
materials i n  o n e  o f  24 copper boxes, 
w h i c h  will b e  sealed i n  t h e  vault  and 
marked  b y  a granite block surmounted 
b y  a bronze plaque. 

T h e  boxes will contain such diverse 
i t ems  as documents and photographs, re- 
search reports, strain gages, ball bearings, 
gas turbine blades, a gyroscope, and ball 
point pens. T h e  university plans t o  o p e n  
t h e  vault  100 years f r o m  today,  so tha t  
engineers t h e n  can  see this record. 

TB and the Yellow Bacillus 

A disease tha t  resembles tuberculosis 
b u t  is caused b y  a n  u n k n o w n  bacillus 
was reported i n  t h e  J u n e  issue o f  t h e  
American Review of Tuberculosis and 
Pulmonary Diseases (vo l .  73 ,  N o .  6), 
journal o f  t h e  Amer ican  T r u d e a u  So-
ciety.  Lawrence E .  W o o d ,  V i c t o r  B. 
Buhler,  and A n n  Pollak o f  the  Univer-  
s i ty  o f  Kansas, describe 17 patients in-
fected w i t h  a n  acid-fast t y p e  o f  bacil- 
lus  tha t  has t h e  same shape as t h e  tu-
bercle bacillus b u t  w h i c h  produces yellow 
cultures, whereas the  tubercle bacillus 
is colorless. Another distinguishing char- 
acteristic is tha t  the  yellow g e r m  does 
n o t  produce disease i n  the  guinea pig, 

al though this animal is highly susceptible 
t o  tuberculosis. 

A m o n g  the  17 cases described six had  
died,  b u t  i t  is n o t  k n o w n  whether  o n e  
death  was related t o  t h e  disease. Five o f  
the  deaths, however,  could b e  attributed 
t o  the  disease resulting f r o m  in fec t ion  b y  
t h e  yellow bacillus. A t  t h e  t i m e  the  re- 
port was prepared, four patients were 
well ,  another four were still under treat- 
m e n t ,  and three were n o  longer available 
for study. 

Again, the "Abominable Snowman" 

T h e  "abominable snowman" still 
haunts the  Himalayas. T h i s  creature, var- 
iously regarded as a bear, as a monkey ,  
as a giant ape surviving as a relic o f  t h e  
ice age, as a n  animal hitherto u n k n o w n  
t o  science, or even,  b y  arrant scoffers, as 
a pure m y t h  [Science, 123, 1024 ( 8  
J u n e ) ] ,  continues t o  m a k e  the  headlines. 
A n  Associated Press dispatch f r o m  Kat -  
m a n d u ,  Nepal ,  dated 10 June ,  states tha t  
Himalayan villagers claim t o  have  found 
t h e  b o d y  o f  a n  "abominable snowman" 
imbedded  i n  t h e  ice o f  a crevasse at t h e  
foot  o f  M o u n t  Makalu,  a 27,790-foot 
peak o n  the  Tibetan-Nepalese border. 
Furthermore, according t o  this dispatch, 
Peter J o h n  Webs ter ,  a British tea  planter, 
hopes t o  go t o  M o u n t  Makalu  nex t  year 
t o  investigate the  villagers' story. 

Webs ter ,  w h o  has cl imbed extensively 
i n  t h e  Himalayas, only recently crossed 
20,000-foot A m b u  Lapcha Pass t o  join 
the  Swiss expedit ion tha t  conquered 
M o u n t  Everest. O n c e ,  whi le  h igh  i n  t h e  
Himalayas, h e  heard a whistling sound, 
w h i c h  his guides believed t o  b e  the  wail 
o f  the  "snowman." Search o f  the  area, 
however,  revealed n o  evidence o f  such a 
beast. 

Webs ter  is skeptical about  t h e  exist- 
ence o f  a n  "abominable snowman"; bu t ,  
w i t h  true scientific spirit, h e  intends t o  
investigate the  reported body  i n  t h e  ice  
beside M o u n t  Makalu.  O n e  hopes tha t  
h e  will take along a camera. Y e t ,  what -  
ever h e  m a y  or m a y  n o t  find, i t  is n o t  t o  
b e  expected tha t  t h e  "abominable snow- 
man" will desist f r o m  his gambols in 
the  Himalayan snows. H e  is too well  
established a poltergeist t o  d o  that.- 
W.L.S., JR .  

Microwave Detection of 
Metallic Ions in Plant Material 

Microwave developments during t h e  
war  have  m a d e  i t  possible t o  use micro- 
wave  experiments widely,  n o t  on ly  i n  
physics and chemistry b u t  even  i n  biologi- 
cal investigations. H .  Shields, W .B. A r d ,  
and W. G o r d y  o f  D u k e  Universi ty  report 
t h e  "Detect ion o f  metallic ions and or-
ganic radicals i n  plant materials b y  

microwaves" i n  the  26 M a y  issue o f  
Nature. 

Materials taken  f r o m  a plant or f r o m  
the  ground below were placed i n  a micro- 
wave  absorption cell and studied at r o o m  
temperature.  I n  numerous plant sub-
stances, electron-magnetic resonances 
corresponding t o  those f r o m  manganese 
ions i n  aqueous solutions were detected 
( s i x  equal components w i t h  a compo-
nent  spacing o f  95 gauss). There fore ,  t h e  
investigators conclude tha t  the  manga- 
nese ions found i n  plants m a y  b e  dis- 
solved i n  their water content .  

I n  pine cones and pine needles, a 
single sharp line was superimposed o n  
t h e  manganese hyperf ine structure. Simi-  
lar resonances were found  i n  fal len oak 
leaves, naturally dried i v y  stems, and 
other apparently dead plant materials; 
this m a y  b e  caused b y  bound or semi-
bound oxygen.  

A third t y p e  o f  resonance was observed 
i n  several plant materials. T h i s  was  a 
broad resonance, w h i c h  the  authors 
tentatively attribute t o  cupric ions, 
Microwave detection o f  ions i n  plant 
material should become a useful  tool for 
t h e  plant physiologist or agriculturist.- 
K .  L.-H. 

Scientists in the News 

J O H N  J .  D A V I S  o f  Purdue Univer-  
sity is retiring as head o f  the  entomology 
department and t h e  Purdue Universi ty  
Agricultural Exper iment  Stat ion a f ter  
more  t h a n  35 years o f  service. H e  will be 
succeeded as head o f  t h e  depar tment  b y  
J O H N  V .O S M U N .  

W .  A L B E R T  N O Y E S ,  dean  o f  the 
Universi ty  o f  Rochester graduate school, 
has b e e n  named acting dean  o f  the  Col-  
lege o f  Arts and Sciences. H e  succeeds 
J .  E D W A R D  H O F F M E I S T E R ,  w h o  
resigned the  deanship i n  order t o  devote  
full t i m e  t o  t h e  chairmanship o f  t h e  de- 
partment o f  geology and geography. 

A L F R E D  M .  B O N G I O V A N N I ,  as-
sociate professor o f  pediatrics a t  t h e  U n i -  
versity o f  Pennsylvania School o f  Medi -  
cine, has received the  1956 C I B A  award 
o f  the  Endocrine Society for outstanding 
research i n  h u m a n  endocrine glands, 
particularly as t h e y  a f f e c t  the  develop- 
m e n t  o f  t h e  child. H e  was  honored for 
his work  o n  t h e  chemical nature of 
adrenal cortex hormones and o n  t h e  ab- 
normalities i n  t h e  biosynthesis o f  these 
hormones w h i c h  lead t o  various adrenal 
diseases. 

T h e  award is m a d e  annually t o  a sci- 
entist under  35 years o f  age. It provides 
$1800, and $700 for expenses, should 
t h e  winner decide t o  m o v e  t o  a labora- 
tory other t h a n  his o w n  for special re-
search. 
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