
science which deals \ \ i th normal vital 
phenomena manifested by animals or 
plants, or the function of the living or-
ganism and its parts. This is in contrast 
to pharmacology, which means the sum 
of knowledge ~egarding drugs; and phar-
macodynanzics, which means the study of 
the action of drugs. I t  is therefore obvi- 
ous that the title should read Chemistry 
and Pharmacology of Alkaloids. 

T h e  arrangement of the material in 
such chapters has several drawbacks. 
First, the various p~operties of alkaloids 
are discussed in different chapters and 
some are not discussed a t  all. This makes 
it difficult, if not impossible, to get a 
complete picture of the pharmacology 
and the pha~macodynamic action of a 
specific compound. This difficulty is only 
partly overcome by a subject index that 
lists the pages on which various phases 
of one compound ale  discussed. Second, 
the various chapters arc prepared by dif- 
ferent authors, and as a consequence the 
arrangement of the material is not uni- 
form. Some authors stress the clinical as- 
pects and others stress the pharmacody- 
namic action. For some alkaloids the 
toxicity is hardly discussed, ~vhereas for 
others toxicity data are presented. I t  is 
obvious that such data are very essential 
for the pharmacological picture of any 
compound. 

T h e  book is \+,ell printed and bound 
and it contains few typographical errors, 
the most disturbing being "conine" in-
stead of "coniinc," ~vhich is not only re- 
peatedly misspelled in the tfxt but also 
in the subject index. T h e  book has defi- 
nite limitations as a source for informa- 
tion on the pharmacological properties 
of alkaloids. 

W. F. vos  OETTINGEN 
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and Metabolic Diseases, 
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Poliomyelitis. Papers and discussions 
presented a t  the third International 
Poliomyelitis Conference. Interna-
tional Poliomyelitis Congress. Lippin- 
cott, Philadelphia, Pa.-Montreal, Can-
ada, 1955. 567 pp. Illus. 

T h e  scientific papers that make up the 
bulk of this extensively illustrated con-
ference report are grouped under the 
following headings: social aspects of 
poliomyelitis, acute medical care in 
poliomyelitis, infection and immunity in 
poliomyelitis, developments in tissue cul- 
ture, orthopedics, physical medicine and 
rehabilitation, and trends in poliornye- 
litis. T h e  scientific exhibits a t  the confer- 
ence are also described. T h e  conference 
was held in Rome in September 1954. 
Thirty-nine countries \yere represented 
by delegates. 
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