defense of the free world because the
possession and competence in the use of
nuclear weapons by leading nations of
the free world are the chief deterrent to
aggression and to war. . . .

“The United States Government is
convinced that no world-wide health
hazard exists from the past or planned
tests. In this connection the United
States proposed a resolution unani-
mously adopted by the United Nations
Tenth General Assembly establishing a
scientific committee on radiation, of
which Japan is a member, to facilitate
pooling and distribution of all available
scientific data on the effects of radiation
upon man and his environment. During
the forthcoming tests the United States
will make every effort to eliminate any
danger and to minimize any inconveni-
ence to maritime commerce and fish-
ing. ...

“In view of precautions which will at-
tend the tests and the widespread dis-
semination of information with respect
to maximum permissible levels of radia-
tion, the United States Government an-
ticipates no economic losses from radio-
active contamination of marine life.”

Meteorological Buoy

A robot marine weather station, so
compact it can be anchored like a navi-
gational buoy to send weather data
from remote areas, has been developed
by the National Bureau of Standards.
The buoy can be left unattended for as
long as 6 months. Preliminary tests in
Chesapeake Bay show that the station
has a radio range of more than 800 miles.
If moored in certain areas of the Carib-
bean, it might give warning of forming
hurricanes.

The station is 20 feet in length and
10 feet wide, with a draft of slightly
more than 3 feet. It is constructed of
aluminum and other nonmagnetic alloys.

The vessel, which has two masts, can
be anchored in waters as deep as 3600
feet. Four watertight wells extending be-
low the deck hold all the electronic and
meteorological equipment assembled in
compact, shock-mounted units.

U.N. Economic and
Social Council Agenda

The 215t session of the United Nations
Economic and Social Council opened in
New York on 17 Apr. Scientific items to
be considered, as they appear on the
provisional agenda, are as follows.

International cooperation on cartog-
raphy. The council will have before it a
report of the Secretary-General empha-

sizing three points on cooperation in this
field.
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The first deals with the United Nations
Regional Cartographic Conference for
Asia and the Far East which was held at
Mussoorie, India, in February 1955 and
with the recommendations adopted there
which are of particular concern to the
United Nations. The recommendations
were that the United Nations assist gov-
ernments in the solution of various prob-
lems, such as limits of mapping responsi-
bility for the International Map of the
World on the Millionth Scale, first-order
triangulation and leveling connections
between neighboring countries, and grav-
ity observations at sea, as well as
strengthening cooperation in cartog-
raphy.

The second point refers to continued
consultations with governments on the
adoption of a standard method of writ-
ing geographic names on maps, as re-
quested by the council at its 15th session.

The third point concerns means to
further the completion of the interna-
tional one-millionth map of the world,
as requested by the 15th session of the
council.

International cooperation with respect
to water-resource development. At its
18th session, the council considered an
interim report which noted that in many
areas the supply of water is proving in-
adequate to meet the growing demand,
that this is a deterrent to economic
growth, and that the situation calls for
full knowledge of all water resources and
for their management in a fashion per-
mitting maximum benefits from them.
The interim report singled out a few
areas in which it was felt that interna-
tional action should be taken and ex-
amined ways and means of coordinating
activities at different levels.

The suggestions of the interim report
met with wide acceptance in the council
and led to the adoption of a resolution
which requested that the Secretary-Gen-
eral pursue along the proposed lines the
endeavors toward strengthening inter-
national technical cooperation and re-
port to the council on the results with
recommendations on further appropriate
action,

This report of the Secretary-General
reviews the progress made during the
past 2 years at the international and re-
gional levels and singles out some impor-
tant problems for further consideration
by the United Nations.

World calendar reform. In the sum-
mer of 1954, the council discussed a
proposal by India that the United Na-
tions should adopt a plan prepared by
the “World Calendar Association, Inc.”
for the reform of the Gregorian calendar.
The objective of the plan is the adoption
of a new universal and invariable cal-
endar based on astronomical data and on
the movement of the earth around the
sun.

The council asked the Secretary-Gen-
eral to obtain the views of governments
on the desirability of calendar reform
and placed the matter on the agenda of
its 19th session, in the spring of 1955. At
its 19th session, the council decided to
defer the question to its 21st session.

Studies on atomic energy as a factor
in economic development. The United
States is proposing this item, as a matter
of urgency, with a view to having pre-
pared for submission to the council at
an early session an analysis and evalua-
tion of reports and materials available
concerning the possible uses of atomic
energy for purposes of economic develop-
ment, particularly of underdeveloped
countries.

Convening of an international con-
ference on the creation of new resources
of energy and materials. This item has
been placed on the supplementary list at
the request of France. In an explanatory
memorandum, France explains that a
general raising of the standards of living
cannot be brought about simply by the
conservation of existing resources but de-
pends, above all, on the creation of new
resources. These resources can be cre-
ated (i) either in the field of energy, by
the rational use of new sources of power
(atomic energy, solar energy, wind en-
ergy, tidal energy, and so forth), or (ii)
in the realm of materials available by
the investigation of natural resources
that have not yet been exploited (new
materials derived from the sea, and so
forth), and, more generally, by the de-
velopment of methods that will enable
man to control natural conditions (tech-
niques concerned with artificial rain,
soil improvement, cultivation without
soil, and so forth).

AAAS Theobald Smith Award

Nominations are requested for the
AAAS Theobald Smith award of $1000
and a bronze medal, which has been
given yearly since 1937 (except for a
lapse during the war years) by Eli
Lilly and Company under the auspices
of the AAAS. The award will be pre-
sented at the association’s 123rd meeting
in New York, 26-31 Dec.

The prize is given for “demonstrated
research in the field of the medical sci-
ences, taking into consideration inde-
pendence of thought and originality.”
Any U.S. citizen who was less than 35
years of age on 1 Jan. 1956 is eligible.
Research is not judged in comparison
with the work of more mature and ex-
perienced investigators. The vice presi-
dent. of AAAS Section N-Medical Sci-
ences and four fellows will form the com-
mittee of award.

Nominations may be made by fellows
of the AAAS. Six copies of all data to be
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