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Science in the Saturday Review

Scientists often and justly point out that there is not enough general
understanding of what science is and of what scientists are like. They will
accordingly applaud the Saturday Review for inaugurating, in the issue of
24 March, a monthly section on “Science and research.”

In their introduction to the new section, the editors say that they have

. always been concerned with the creative intelligence at work—with the
conditions that favor such work and with the implications of that work for
society as a whole . . . we have tried to relate the world of art to the world
of ideas. For some years, however, we have felt the need to give greater
attention to the inquiring mind at work on the frontier of new knowledge.
Such work is not infrequently an end in itself; it is not unlike art in this
respect.” They add that “. . . Science is intimately shaping and moving
their [nonscientists’] lives from day to day.” We intend to document our ob-
servation that Science is not only relevant to a creative culture but is in-
deed a vital part of it; and that education for the whole man must
respect it.”

We are in wholehearted agreement with these aims and are interested
in seeing how the Saturday Review proposes to attain them.

The department entitled “Personality portrait” gives a well-balanced
and engaging account of Laurence Snyder, president elect of the AAAS.
Snyder’s work in human genetics is related to the large problems of radia-
tion damage and to improvement in the human race, but his qualities as
a human being are not neglected. He is pictured, quite rightly and quite
believably, as a warm and likable person. This is a welcome departure from
the all-too-familiar type of article that exclaims in wonder at the accom-
plishments of the wizards of science.

The “Books in science” section is well done but is disappointingly short.
Only three books are reviewed: James B. Conant’s The Citadel of Learn-
ing, W. L. Oliver’s 4 Solomon Island Society, and D. S. Teeple’s Atomic
Energy: a Constructive Proposal.

Under the title “The research frontier,” ten distingushed scientists pre-
sent short statements about research problems and approaches of im-
portance.

Other feature articles will also be as interesting to the scientist as to the
nonscientist. Harrison Brown presents a clear and readable exposition of
“The case for pure research.” The high status of scientists and engineers
and the educational system in the U.S.S.R. are described and interpreted
by John Turkevich in “The Soviet’s scientific elite.” A companion article
is M. H. Trytten’s “Why our thinkpower is dwindling,” in which we find a
discussion of deficiencies in the education of scientists and engineers in the
United States as well as an appraisal of the possibilities for improvement.

The article that is most likely to stimulate discussion and generate contro-
versy is the report of the Massachusetts Advisory Committee on the Polio
Vaccine, in which editorial remarks are interpolated to give the back-
ground for the committee statements and to take issue with the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis.

On the whole, the Saturday Review is off to a good start in its new
venture with a clear, readable, but not sensationalized account of science in
our society. We extend our best wishes.—G. DusS,
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