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Foreign Visitors' Seminars 

Tinder the Fulbright program, a nuiribrr of forclgn scholars corrre to the 
United States each year to conduct research or  to lecture in our colleges 
and universities. These visits mabe it pocsible for tmerican and foreign 
scholars to learn directly of one anothel's xicrk and ~ \ a y s  of llfc. 

Hoxvcccr, the American experience of our visitors often is quitc narioxt, 
l)ecause of the limitations of funds, tirne, and lanqu-ige. Our  edltcatlonal 
scene is sonic~vhat bewildcling and incomprehelisible to a scholar \ tho is  
accustomed to  the more cloistered life and aloofness of some forclqn facul- 
tirs. To insure a broader expericncc for our Fulbrlght visitors, the Corn-
rn~ t t e r  on International Exchange of Prirons of the Conference Bvard of 
.ls~ociatecl Rescarch C:ouncils has arranged ai-lnually, for the last 3 )cars, 
tr\ o seniinars in which visiting and Xmrrican scholars can mcet to discuss 
higher education. These seminars a le  rr~adc ~,ossible by the generobity allcl 
vision of T h e  Edward W. Wazc~n Foundation. 

These scminais arc of 3 or 4 d a ~ s '  duration as a iulc and have been held 
in June at some institution where appiopriate living atcomniodations are 
available. About 60 persons, of which 15 to 20 arc Americans, ha ie  bccn 
assembled for a typical seminar. Several days of uninterrupted discussions 
on thc aims, object~ves, methods, and philosophy of our systeni as secn 
against their own have been of q-rcat advantage to them, and they in turn 
have tontilbuted equally by their frank and s h r e ~ t d  appraisals in  the re- 
vel se perspective. 

There other important, i f  less tanqible, gains to sucll a meeting. T h e  
icminars :ive scholars the opportunity for discussions that go beyond the 
u ~ u a l  plcasantllcs Of course, much of this deeper comniunication comcs 
about in tlic normal course of a visitor's stay, but the ordinaiy relar~onship 
I~ctneen schola~s lacks the  dramatic effect and the lasting inlpact achievrd 
xthcn ~is i tors  and hosts meet for 2 or  5 days of well-planned discus\ioil jn 
conqcnial surroundings T h e  visiting scholar's sense of his usefulticss as a 
cultulnl ambassador is heightened when his American colleagues l~cconie 
suflicirntl) interested in his presence in this country to invite hirn to talkc: 
about cduc ation and scholarship. T h e  Americans participatlrlg in the semi- 
nars ale no less gratified to find that their own ideas are sharpened and their 
ho1i7ons ~ x p a n d e d  by the comments and Friendly criticism of thcir guests 
fro111 abroad. 

Fortunately this program is being coniinued. T h e  problem is rhai Ful-
briqht scholars are not our only visitors. A substantial number of foreign spe- 
ci'il~sts in rnedicinc, engineerin?, and other scientific disciplines, a.; .r\ ell as 
foreign students of the humanities, are now in the United States under 
other auspices. Comparable programs should be developed for these 
c~holars,$0 that they, too, can benefit from the \ p ~ c i a l  contact such pto- 
grams make possible. Tcntative steps have been taken In this dirrcr~on but 
are li117ited to a few disciplines. This kind of program should be of suf i~ic i i t  
benefit in itself to warrant sponsorship by various professional cocieties. 
I t  is to be hoped that interest may spread and grow. 

I t  has been aptly said that "communication is the life-blood of ,~ience." 
I t  is no less the life-blood of international friendship and understandinq. 
I t  is important to make this communication as dlrect and as perioi~al as 
possible by giving scholars from many countries fuller opportunities to 
mcet to~c the r .  T h e  seniinars that have already been held amply demonstrate 
the possibility of achicving these important "multiplier" effects.-M. H. 
TKYTTEN, of National Academy of (clcnces--O$ce Scientific Pe~so1cnc.1, 

National R e s c a ~ c h  Counczl. 



