23 March 1956, Volume 123, Number 3195 : ;CI ENCE

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Board of Directors
PauL B. Sears, President
Lavrence H. SNYDER, President Elect
Grorce W. BeapLe, Retiring President
WarLace R. BrODE
PaurL M. Gross
Georce R. HarrISON
Mark H. INGRAHAM
Paur E. KropsTEG
CuauNcey D. Leake
MarGARET MEAD
Tuomas PARK
PauL A. ScHERER, Treasurer
DaeL WoLrLe, Executive Officer

DaeL WorrLe, Executive Officer
GranaMm DuSHaNe, Editor

CuarLotte V. MEeETING, Assistant Editor

Editorial Board

Mark H. Apams KarL Lark-HoroviTz
WaLrace R. Brobe EpowiN M. LERNER
BeNTLEY GLASS WiLLiam L. Straus, Jr.

Editorial Staff
Saram S. ‘Dees, June M. Forses, OrLiver W.
HeatwoLk, Yukie Kozar, JeaN McCarTHY, ELLEN
E. Mureuy, RoBerT V. OrMES, BETHSABE PEDER-
SEN, Josepn TURNER, JACQUELYN VOLLMER

EarL J. ScuERAGO, Advertising Representative

SCIENCE, founded in 1880, is published each
Friday by the American Association for the Ad-
v t of Sci at Busi Press, 1 ter,
Pa. Entered at the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office as
second class matter under the Act of 3 March
1879.

SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader’s Guide to
Periodical Literature and in the Industrial Arts
Index.

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond-
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
Manuseripts-should be typed with double spacing
and submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for
the opinions expressed by contributors.

Display-advertising correspondence should be
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 604, 11 West 42
St., New York 36, N.Y.

Change of address: The notification should
reach us 4 weeks in advance. If possible, please
furnish an address stencil label from a recent
issue. Be sure to give both old and new addresses,
including zone numbers, if any. }

Annual ‘subscriptions: - $7.50; foreign postage,
$1; Canadian postage, 50¢. Single copies, 25¢.
Special rates to members of -the AAAS. Cable
address: Advancesci, Washington.

The AAAS also publishes THE SCIENTIFIC
MONTHLY.

Foreign Visitors’ Seminars

Under the Fulbright program, a number of foreign scholars come to the
United States each year to conduct research or to lecture in our colleges
and universities. These visits make it possible for American and foreign
scholars to learn directly of one another’s work and ways of life.

However, the American experience of our visitors often is quite narrow,
because of the limitations of funds, time, and language. Our educational
scene is somewhat bewildering and incomprehensible to a scholar who is
accustomed to the more cloistered life and aloofness of some foreign facul-
ties. To insure a broader experience for our Fulbright visitors, the Com-
mittee on International Exchange of Persons of the Conference Board of
Associated Research Councils has arranged annually, for the last 3 years,
two seminars in which visiting and American scholars can meet to discuss
higher education. These seminars are made possible by the generosity and
vision of The Edward W. Hazen Foundation.

These seminars are of 3 or 4 days’ duration as a rule and have been held
in June at some institution where appropriate living accommodations are
available. About 60 persons, of which 15 to 20 are Americans, have been
assembled for a typical seminar. Several days of uninterrupted discussions
on the aims, objectives, methods, and philosophy of our system as seen
against their own have been of great advantage to them, and they in turn
have contributed equally by their frank and shrewd appraisals in the re-
verse perspective.

There are other important, if less tangiblé, gains to such a meeting. The
seminars give scholars the opportunity for discussions that go beyond the
usual pleasantries. Of course, much of this deepef communication comes
about in the normal course of a visitor’s stay, but the ordinary relationship
between scholars lacks the dramatic effect and the lasting impact achieved
when visitors and hosts meet for 2 or 3 days of well-planned discussion in
congenial surroundings. The visiting scholar’s sense of his usefulness as a
cultural ambassador is heightened when his American colleagues become
sufficiently interested in his presence in this country to invite him to talks
about education and scholarship. The Americans participating in the semi-
nars are no less gratified to find that their own ideas are sharpened and their
horizons expanded by the comments and friendly criticism of their guests
from abroad. E

Fortunately this program is being continued. The problem is that Ful-
bright scholars are not our only visitors. A substantial number of foreign spe-
cialists in medicine, engineering, and other scientific disciplines, as sell as
foreign students of the humanities, are now in the United States under
other auspices. Comparable programs should be developed for these
scholars, so that they, too, can benefit from the special contact such pro-
grams make possible. Tentative steps have been taken in this direction but
are limited to a few disciplines. This kind of program should be of sufficient
benefit in itself to warrant sponsorship by various professional societies.
It is to be hoped that interest may spread and grow.

It has been aptly said that “communication is the life-blood of science.”
It is no less the life-blood of international friendship and understanding.
It is important to make this communication as direct and as personal as
possible by giving scholars from many countries fuller opportunities to
meet together, The seminars that have already been held amply demonstrate
the possibility of achieving these important “multiplier” effects—M. H.
Try1TEN, Office of Scientific Personnel, National Academy of Sciences—
National Research Council.



