
Atlanta Meeting in Retrospect 


For the more than 4000 persons who 
attended, the 122nd meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of 
Science in Atlanta, Ga., will long be re- 
membered, not only for the high quality 
and timeliness of the programs and for 
the opportunities for scientists of differ-
ent disciplines to commingle with col-
leagues from all parts of the continent, 
but also for the friendliness and helpful- 
ness shown generally by the local citi- 
zens with whom the visitors came in con- 
tact. I t  was a notably pleasant meeting 
in a historic city, which, since the previ- 
ous meeting there in 1913. has show^^" 
many developments in science, technol- 
ogy, public health, and education. 

Between the first few events on 26 
Dec.-a panel of Section Q, "Develop-
ing leaders in science"; a symposium of 
the American Association of Clinical 
Chemists; and Section F's first session for 
contributed papers-and the two final 
events of 30 Dec.-the sixteenth annual 
address of the United Chapters of Phi 
Beta Kappa, "Science and the other hu- 
manities," given by Laurence M. Gould, 
president of Carleton College, and an 
open house for astronomers at Agnes 
Scott College's Bradley Observatory-
there were some 250 sessions devoted to 
symposia, groups of invited papers, 
panel di?cussions, short reports of cur-
rent research, addressrs, lectures, busi-
ness meetings, meal functions, tours, and 
field trips. There were programs spon- 
sored or-cosponsored by the Association 
as a whole, by I7 of the 18 AAAS sec-
tions, and by 68 participating societies 
and other organizations. " 

As usual, with so many sessions 
crowded into the principal 4 days, the 
substantial over-all attendance was sub-
divided into areas of major interests. For 
the first time in recent years, no secretary 
or program chairman wished to hold ses- 
sions on 31 Dec. Despite efforts to avoid 
the scheduling of concurrent sessions 
likely to appeal to the same potential 
audiences, there were several instances 
~vhere this was not possible. Some out- 
standing programs had audiences smaller 
than they deserved-partly because of 
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such conflicts and partly, probably, be-
cause of insufficient premeetlng publicity 
by those who arranged them. The sched- 
ules of some of the participating societies 
were so compressed or intensive that lit- 
tle or no time was available for other 
programs except at the expense of their 
own sessions. At any session, 
however, each program chairman or pre- 
siding officer could be sure that his speak- 
ers were addressing.u an audience that 
had chosen his program above all others 
and despite such distractions as com-
mittee meetings, informal conferences, 
or "convention fatigue." 

The events sponsored by the Associa- 
tion as a whole had good attendance. 
This was particularly true of the special 
program, "The crisis in science educa- 
tion," the time for which had been 
cleared by all sections and by most of 
the participating societies, and the AAAS 
p~esidential address, on 28 Dec., by cour- 
tesy, generally left free by the participa- 
ting societies whenever possible. The pa- 
pers of the education program by Charles 
Dollard, formerly president of Carnegie 
Corporation of New York; Arthur S. 
Flemming, director, Office of Defense 
Mobilization; and Alan T. Waterman, 
director, National Science Foundation, 
will be published in one of the Associa- 
tion's journals. 

Taking all factors into account, the 
second Atlanta meeting was successful in 
its primary objectives. Among the par- 
ticipating societies, the annual national 
meeting of the American Phytopatholog- 
ical Society had a gratifyingly large num- 
ber of its members in attendance, the 
American Society of Parasitologists had 
to open additional concurrent sessions for 
its 130 papers and seek larger session 
rooms, and the four science teaching so- 
cieties were pleased with the size of their 
registrations. The Association appreciates 
the large number of AAAS registrations 
by the members of these and of other par- 
ticipating societies. 

Among the 64 symposia, the following 
were noteworthy for their interdisciplin- 
ary scope: "Atomic energy and agricul- 
ture," sponsored jointly by the AAAS and 

the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Stud- 
ies; the three sessions of the International 
Geophysical Year; Section C's "Patterns 
of biochemical and histological responses 
to chemical agents"; "The species prob- 
lem" of the Association of Southeastern 
Biologists; "Applications of serology in 
biological research," sponsored by the 
Society of General Physiologists; Section 
L's "Creativitv in science": "Socioeco-
nomic aspects of orthopedic engineer-
ing," arranged by Section M; Section N's 
"Microbiology and medical research"; 
and "Physiological bases in psychiatry," 
sponsored jointly by the American Psy- 
chiatric Association and the American 
Physiological Society. Most of these were 
two or four sessions in length and had 
speakers from many parts of the cou~:try. 

There were also the customary fea- 
tures expected at AAAS meetings--out- 
standing evening addresses sponsored by 
the Society of the Sigma Xi, the Scien- 
tific Research Society of America, the 
National Geographic Society, and the 
United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa; 
large-scale exhibits; the latest foreign 
and domestic scientific films; and the 
traditional "Biologists' Smoker" (for all 
~eyistrants) with refreshments and ciga- 
rettes again generously contributed by 
the Coca-Cola Company, the National 
Biscuit Company, and Philip Morris In- 
corporated. 

Planning the Meeting 

The decision to meet in Atlanta was 
made by the AAAS board of directors 
at  their June meeting in 1953 after a 
survey of the physical facilities of the 
city and after a careful consideration of 
all advantages and disadvantages. 

In common with other large national 
scientific organizations, the AAAS has 
consistently met in different sections of 
the United States and Canada, as phys-
ical facilities would permit, in order to 
make it possible, at least at intervals, for 
all of its members to attend the annual 
convention at minimum expense. The 
1954 meeting in Berkeley, Calif., the As- 
sociation's first national winter meeting 
on the Pacific Coast, was a recognition, 
long overdue, of the ever-growing AAAS 
membership west of the Rockies. Simi-
larly, the 1955 meeting in Atlanta was a 
return to the South for the first time 
3ince the Dallas meeting of 1941, and to 
the Southeast, since the Richmond, Va., 
meeting of 1938. The first AAAS meeting 
in a southern state was the Charleston, 
S.C., meeting, in 1850, when the Associa- 
tion was 2 years old. The enlarged Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium of Atlanta, the splen- 
did new classroom building of the nearby 
State College of Business Administration, 
and additions to Atlanta's downtown 
hotel facilities once more made it pos- 



sible to hold a meeting of substantial 
size in this growing metropolis of the 
Southeast. 

Those who attend a large scientific 
meeting, unless they have shared in mak- 
Ing some of the arrangements, may not 
appreciate the amount of planning and 
work that eventually results in several 
hundred sessions, most of them requiring 
one or more types of projection equip- 
ment. The cooperation and services of 
a great many individuals are essential. 
Usually, an experienced convention bu- 
reau will operate a housing bureau and 
p r o ~ i d e  registration personnel, but every- 
thing else must be arranged by the spon- 
soring organization. Local committees 
must be set up, preferably in the preced- 
ing year. This has been the pattern of 
AAAS meetings in the postwar years. 
Early each spring the secretary of each 
section and participating society is asked 
to estimate the probable number of ses-
sions and his best guess of the probable 

Table 2. Comparison of AAAS-sectional and societal programs. 

Total 
AAAS, its number Total 

Item sections, 
and 

Participating 
societies 

of 
sessions 

number 
of 

conferences with papers 
papers 

Sessions for symposia, 
invited papers, and panels 47 (209 papers) 47 (239 papers) 94 448 

Sessions for contributed papers 22 (168 papers) 44 (109 papers) 66 577 
Sessions for addresses and 

lectures 12 (16 speakers) 12 (19 speakers) -24 35-
Total 184 1060 

concerned, there were a few events on and Raymond L. Taylor, associate ad- 
such widely scattered campuses as Agnes ministrative secretary. 
Scott College, Atlanta University, Emory Immediately following the address a 
University, and Georgia Institute of reception was held in the adjacent gym- 
Technology. nasium. It  was a pleasant climax to a 

The Atlanta Biltmore and nearby crowded day and one of the highlights 
Georgian Terrace and Cox-Carlton ho- of the meeting. 

attendance at each. It  is easy to over- tels, which are 1)'~ miles north of the 
or underestimate when, at this stage, the 
programs are still far from complete and . -

calls for papers may not have gone out. 
Soon afterward, on the basis of session 
room requirements and preferences, the 
headquarters hotels for related sections 
and societies are decided upon. 

In Atlanta it was possible to assign to 
the relatively large American Phyto-
pathological Society the Atlanta Bilt-
more Hotel, best suited for that group's 
manv concurrent sessions and other func- 
tions, and to meet the preferences of the 
zoological and science teaching societies 
for the recently enlarged Hotel Dinkler 
Plaza. The Municipal Auditorium, six 
or seven blocks from the downtown 
hotels, was the logical site for the center 
of the meeting-the Main Registration- 
Information Center, the Visible Direc- 
tory of Registrants, the exhibits, the Sci- 
ence Theatre, and a snack bar open to all 
registrants. Most of the sectional pro-
grams were held in the session rooms of 
this auditorium and in the new classroom 
building of the State College of Business 
Administration, immediately across the 
street. I t  was necessary, however, to hold 
sessions in several other hotels, the Henry 
Grady, Piedmont, Georgian Terrace, and 
Georgia. By choice of the organizations 

Table 1. Analysis of sessions at second 
Atlanta meeting. 

Sessions for symposia, invited 
papers, and panels 94 

Sessions for contributed papers 66 
Sessions with addresses or lectures 24 
Business sessions 37 
Meal functions 26 
Tours and field trips 8 

Total number of sessions 255 

downtown hotels, were well served by 
the trackless trolleys and buses of the 
Atlanta Transit Company. For addi-
tional transportation, however, these ho- 
tels were linked with the downtown ho- 
tels and the Municipal Auditorium by 
shuttle buses chartered by the Associa- 
tion. These proved particularly conven-
ient in carrying people to and from 
Atlanta University for the zoologists' and 
botanists' dinners and the AAAS presi- 
dential address and reception. 

AAAS Presidential Address 
and Reception 

On the customary evening, 28 Decem- 
ber, the traditional address by the retir- 
ing, 107th, president of the Association, 
Warren IVeavcr, was given in the attrac- 
tive Sisters Chapel of Spelman College 
of Atlanta University. AAAS president 
George W. Beadle presided. Robert S. 
Lynch, president of the Atlantic Steel 
Company, and general vice chairman of 
the Atlanta committees, welcomed the 
Association and the sizable audience on 
behalf of the entire scientific and aca-
demic community. President Beadle, 
after a brief tribute to a distinguished 
scientific career, then presented the 
speaker of the evening whose well-de-
livered address, "Science and people" 
[Science 122, 1255 (1955)], emphasized 
that science, essentially, is not an esoteric 
field for human endeavor; scientists are 
like other people; and the fruits of their 
researches belong to all the people. Other 
members of the platform party included 
Paul B. Sears, who assumed office as 
AAAS president 15 Jan. 1956; Rufus E. 
Clement, president, Atlanta University; 
Albert E. Manley, president, Spclman 
College; Dael LVolfle. cxecuti~ e officer, 

AAAS General Symposium 

Early last year the Oak Ridge Institute 
of Nuclear Studies accepted the Associa- 
tion's invitation to arrange a symposium 
on the same high level as its programs 
at the AAAS meetings of 1950, 1951, and 
1952. As the committee headed by Cyril 
Comar, principal scientist, Medical Divi- 
sion, ORINS, developed its plans, the 
four-session symposium, "Atomic energy 
and agriculture," evolved partly in rec-
ognition of the South's emergence as one 
of the great sources of food for the whole 
nation and partly because of the impor- 
tant implications of the uses of radioiso- 
topes in the agricultural sciences. In vie\\, 
of the scope and stature of this program, 
which was coordinated with the subse-
quent conference at East Lansing, Mich., 
12-14 Jan., its four parts-soil-plant rc-
lationships, plant metabolism and crop 
improvement, animal metabolism, and 
food sterilization-were cosponsored by 
the Association as a whole and by Scction 
0.Additional cosponsors of part I were 
Section G and the Ecological Society of 
America; of part 11, Scction G and the 
American Society of Plant Physiologi?ts, 
Southern Section; and of part 111, Section 
F. This program will appear as an AAAS 
symposium volume. 

Other Symposia 

At Atlanta there were 63 other pro- 
grams, classifiable as symposia, groups of 
invited papers, or panels that centered 
about particular themes. Thirty-one of 
these were sponsored by 14 of the 17 
AAAS sections; another 32 had been ar- 
ranged by 39 of the 68 participating or- 
ganizations. This total exceeds the num- 
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ber at  any previous AAAS meeting, 
except at Berkeley in 1954. It would 
be impracticable to repeat here the 
entire list, which has appeared both in 
the General Program-Directory and in 
the preconvention issue of Science, but 
a few that were interdisciplinary in scope 
have already been mentioned. Of interest 
is the fact that the societies arranged ex- 
actly the same number of such programs 
as did the Association and its sections; 
moreover, each group of 32 occupied 47 
sessions, as may be noted in Table I .  

Analysis of Sessions 

A comparison of the types of sessions 
primarily sponsored by AAAS sections 
and bv the societies ithere were. of 
course, instances of joint sessions of sec-
tions, of societies, and of sections and 
societies) shows, as might be expected, 
that societies holding their annual na-
tional meetings with the Association ar-
range proportionately more sessions for 
short contributed papers on current re- 
search than do the sections that concen- 
trate on symposia. A gratifying number 
of societies, which hold regional or spe- 
cial meetings with the AAAS, also fea- 
ture symposia. At Atlanta, as in previous 
vears. about half of the sections had one , , 
or more sessions each for contributed 
papers; specifically, 9 sections had a total 
of 22 sessions for 16 contributed papers. 

The point is sometimes made that the 
papers contributed or read before AAAS 
sections are infcrior to papers sponsored 
by a professional society in the fields of 
these sections. This does not, or need 
not, follow if the secretary or program 
chairman of the section maintains stand- 
ards comparable to those of the societies. 
The AAAS sections that schedule sessions 
for contributed papers do not do so when 
societies in their field are meeting with " 
the Association; they do not seek to com- 
pete but rather, to render a service to 
those who did not attend a national 
meeting in their specialty or did not have 
a paper ready at the time of that meeting. 
Over the years, several winners of the 
Association's Newcomb Cleveland prize 
have been authors in sectional sessions 
for contributed papers. A summary of the 
comparison between sectional and so-
cietal programs is given in Table 2. 

Conferences 

At present there are three recurrent 
conferences at AAAS meetings. The 
Academy Conference, made up of the 
official delegates of the 41 active acade- 
mies of science affiliated with the Asso- 
ciation and others interested in academy 
affairs, had a full day on 28 Dec. with a 
business meeting in the morning, a panel 
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Table 3. Distribution of paid registrants 
by states and countries. 

Alabama 
.4rizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

Total, continental U.S. 

Alaska 
Canada 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Egypt
Germany 
Guatemala 
Holland 
Honduras 
India 
Iran 
Japan 
Korea 
Mexico 
New Zealand 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Puerto Rico 
Thailand 

Total, territorial and foreign 

Total paid registrations 

discussion on the role of the academies in 
the AAAS Science Teaching Improve- 
ment Program, and an address on science 
fairs by Clinton L. Baker in the after- 
noon, followed in the evening by the an- 
nual Academy Conference dinner. 

The Conference on Scientific Man- 
power dropped its plans for a separate 
program this year, to cosponsor the Asso- 
ciation's special program, "The crisis in 
science education." On 27 Dec., the first 
of the seven AAAS special sessions-the 
annual address of the Society of the 
Sigma Xi, held in conjunction with its 
56th convention-had dealt with man-
power problems in the paper, "Is there 
a scarcity of scientists," by James R. 
Killian, Jr., president, Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. Finally, the two 
sessions of the AAAS Cooperative Com- 
mittee on the Teaching of Science and 
Mathematics were concerned with spe-
cific aspects of this complex problem. 

The Conference on Scientific Editorial 
Problems at this meeting experimented 
with five concurrent discussion panels 
preceded and followed by plenary ses-
sions. The tentative plans for this year's 
New York meeting are to revert to six or 
more consecutive sessions for the entire 
attendance. 

AAAS Business Sessions 

As required by the constitution, the 
Association's board of directors held its 
fourth regular meeting of the year at the 
annual meeting; as usual, its sessions pre- 
ceded the two sessions of the Council, 
which are reported elsewhere. The AAAS 
section officers luncheon and business 
meeting held at the Central YMCA was 
well attended. There was considerable 
thoughtful discussion on the perennial 
problem of too many excellent symposia 
in potential conflict with one another, 
which will be conveyed to the standing 
Committee on AAAS Meetings. 

Attendance 

The second Atlanta meeting was aver- 
age in size for the past 10 years, which, 
in terms of the region in which it was 
held, means it was ( i )  larger than any 
other AAAS meeting in the South and 
( i i )  larger than any other scientific meet- 
ing in the South. It  was strongly sup-
ported by southern scientists and teach- 
ers. Of the 2636 paid registrants, 1565, 
or 59 percent, came from 15 southern 
states, led by Georgia with 636. Consider- 
ing the still relatively low population of 
scientists in this geographically large 
region, this is a high figure indeed. I t  
was also a great national meeting with an 
excellent international representation. As 
Table 3 shows, every state in the Union, 



except Idaho and Nevada, was repre-
sented and, among the 18 foreign coun- 
tries represented, there were 41 delegates 
from Canada and five from Mexico. 

For those interested in comparisons, 
the 1941 meeting in Dallas had 185 1 paid 
registrants. The 1938 meeting in Rich- 
mond, which is still remembered as jam- 
ming that city, had 2553 paid registrants. 
In  both of these years, the botanical so- 
cieties, the horticulturists, the geneticists, 
the American Society of Zoologists, and 
other societies-none of whom held their 
1955 meetings with the Association in 
Atlanta-met with the AAAS and con-
tributed perhaps two-thirds of the at-
tendance. Undoubtedly, as Table 4 sug-
gests, all of these societies, however, were 
represented by some of their members. 

The total attendance of professional 
scientists, faculty members, other teach- 
ers, and graduate students at any national 
meeting of the Association is always 
greater than the number of paid regis- 
trations, since all programs are open to 
everyone. At Atlanta, the percentage of 
AAAS registrations by members of socie- 
ties maintaining separate registrations was 
higher than usual-but undoubtedly 
there were some who regarded a "double 
registration" as superfluous or onerous. 
In one sense these persons are registrants, 
but they are anonymous as far as the 
AAAS registration records are concerned 
and cannot be included. 

The 122 representatives of the press, 
many of whom attended sessions at  At- 
lanta, were issued complimentary badges 
and naturally are not included as paid 
registrants in Table 4. Similarly, several 
hundred exhibitpr personnel, most of 
them with individual scientific interests, 
were issued complimentary badges, and 
these too are not included. With the at- 
tendance at the annual illustrated lecture 
of the National Geographic Society con- 
sidered, in addition to the figures shown 
in Table 4, the press, and exhibitors, it 
may be conservatively estimated that 
more than 5000 persons attended some 
phase of the second Atlanta meeting. 

Thoce who are statistically minded or 
under the impression that the annual 
meetings of the Association are falling off 
in numbers will be interested to learn 
that only ten of the 122 AAAS meetings 
so far have had more than 3000 paid 
registrations. Three of these were in 
1951, 1953, and 1954, subsequrnt to the 
September campus meetings of the AIBS 
which began in 1950. 

AAAS Public Information Service 

Those who visited the AAAS press 
room in the Dinkler Plaza Hotel gained 
some impression of the efficient way in 
which reporters covering the meeting 
were provided with nontechnical abstracts 

and complete copies of papers by Sidney 
S. Negus, the Association's director of 
public information, whose full-time job 
the rest of the year is chairman of the 
department of biochemistry, Medical 
College of Virginia, Richmond. Negus 
reports as follows: 

"One hundred twenty-two reporters 
representing the press, radio, and tele- 
vision, registered in the press room at  
Atlanta. Forty-six other individuals from 
the United States and abroad reported 
the meeting from nontechnical abstracts 
and papers mailed to them. All American 
and several foreign wire services and" 
leading news magazines were represented. 
Coverage by the Atlanta newspapers and 
broadcasting stations was exceptionally 
good. Governor Griffin's 'Science \Veek 
in Georgia' proclamation was especially 
appreciated. News stories concerning the 
meeting were distributed widely outside 
Atlanta, since the wire services and \Vest- 
ern Union filed approximately 110,000 
words. Many of these wire reports were 
relayed to news outlets in every country 
on the globe for millions to read. Clip- 
pings have already been received from 
England, Italy, Israel, and India. In ad- 
dition, many pictures taken in Atlanta 
during the week were received by wire 
in newspapers and magazine offices every- 
where. 

"The public information scrvice for a 
large diversified scientific meeting like 
the annual AAAS one has to be set up 
months ahead of time. For the Atlanta 
meeting, a strong local committee on 
public information was appointed last 
summer to help set the stage in Atlanta 
for this complex operation. I t  was com-
posed of 14 members and was headed by 
George C. Biggers, Sr., president of At- 
lanta Newspapers, Inc. Odom Fanning, 
then head of publications services for the 
Georgia Institute of Technology Engi- 
neering Experiment Station, was the first 
executive secretary of this committee and 
was especially helpful. In October, when 
Fanning was appointed manager of in-
formation services for the Midwest Re- 
search Institute in Kansas City, George 
R/I. Stenhouse, information officer of the 
Communicable Disease Center, U.S. 
Public Health Service, Atlanta, took over 
as secretary. Thanks largely to Fanning, 
Stenhouse and his assistant, Wallace 
Richter, and other members of the local 
committee, every detail on a local level 
was taken care of perfectly. 

"The secretaries and program chair-
men of the 17 AAAS sections meeting in 
Atlanta and those of the 68 participating 
societies cooperated fully in getting to 
me early copies of their proqrams. Sub- 
srquently, letters were sent to each author 
asking for 100 copies of a nontechnical 
abstract of his paper. Complete copies of 
exceptionally newsworthy papers were 
solicited from approximately 300 authors. 

The response to this appeal becomes bet- 
ter each year, indicating that scientists 
are becoming more and more willing to 
cooperate with the press in letting the 
general public, which directly or indi-
rectly pays for scientific research, know in 
a dignified and accurate way what they 
are accomplishing. The Association's offi- 
cers and staff were helpful in many ways. 

"Active members of the National As-
sociation of Science Writers and other 
leporters in the United States and abroad 
were then sent a list of 90 apparently 
newsworthy highlights of the meeting and 
were asked whether they wanted pro-
grams and advance copies of abstracts 

Table 4. Attendance by subject fields. 

Compli-

Paid 
mentary
admis-

Subject field regis- sions 
trants to ex-

hibits 

Mathematics and 
statistics 

Physical sciences 
Physics 
Meteorology 
Astronomy 
Chemistry 
Geology and geography 

Engineering and 
industrial science 

Biological sciences 
Plant pathology 

and mycology 
Other botanical sciences 
Ecolo~y and limnology 
Genetics and cytology 
Microbiology 
Parasitology 
Zoological sciences 
Biology (in general, 

and other) 
Agricultural sciences 
Medical sciences 

Bacteriology and 
virology 

Biochemistry and 
nutrition 

Physiology 
Psychiatry 
Dental research 
Pharmacy and 

pharmacology 
Medicine (in general, 

and other) 
Psychology 
Economic and social 

sciences 
History and philosophy 

of science 
Science teaching and 

education 
Scientific editorial 

problems 
General interest in 

science 
No field indicated 

Total 2636 
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and complete papers. The response, as 
usual, was exceptionally good, with the 
final results that are pointed out in the 
first paragraph of this report. 

"In late September, Winifred Lee 
Wilkinson was selected to be in charge 
of all radio and television programs for 
the Atlanta meeting. She handled this 
assignment in superior fashion, setting up 
28 radio and television programs on pub- 
lic service time. Several of these pro- 
grams were broadcast coast to coast. 

"On the first evening of the meeting, 
Ambassador Abba Eban entertained the 
press and others at a reception incident 
to the opening of the exhibit, 'Science in 
Israel.' On succeeding evenings, NASW 
members and other representatives of the 
press, radio, and television, in an$ out- 
side Atlanta, were entertained by Blake 
R. Van Leer and Goodrich C. White, 
presidents of Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology and Emory University, respec- 
tively, and by,the A. H. Robins Company 
of Richmond, Va. Robert B. Wallace, Jr., 
present head of publications services at 
Georgia Tech, and Frank Ashmore, of 
the public relations department at Emory 
University, took care of the many details 
having to do with their president's dinner 
party, and Dorothy Noyes, of Noyes and 
Sproul, Inc., New York, and John E. 
Norton, of A. H. Robins Company, made 
arrangements for the Robins party. Fresh 
orange juice was served continuously in 
the press room for the 5 days of the meet- 
ing by the Florida Citrus Commission 
(A. W. Hines), with the assistance of 
Eastern. Airline hostesses. Sandwiches 
and coffee were served the press each day 
by the General Motors Corporation 
(Philip G. Rozelle), the General Elec- 
tric Company (Harry Backer), the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Company Research Labo- 
ratory (H. R. Hanmer) , and the Georgia 
Power Company (Joseph Kling) . 

"General Motors, General Electric, 
and the Southern Bell Telephone and 
Telegraph Company (Murray C. Fincher) 
contributed secretarial help for the press 
room during the meeting-Mary Ewing, 
Mickey Whitmore, and Joan Neville. The 
Atlanta Area Council, Boy Scouts of 
America (0. B. Gorman, Scout Execu- 
tive), selected one of its top-ranking 
Eagle Scouts to be chief messenger in the 
press room. James S. Kelley, 16 years 
old, and an honor student at the West- 
minister School in Atlanta, enjoyed an 
interesting experience especially since he 
is preparing himself for either a medical 
career or one in scientific research. As 
usual, the General Electric Company Re- 
search Laboratory (Miles J. Martin, Ned 
Landon, and Paul Heinmiller) held open 
house every evening in a suite in the 
Dinkler Plaza. The Association's public 
information service is grateful to these 
individuals and organizations for helping 
to make the meeting so enjoyable for 
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Seymour S. Cohen (left), winner of the 1955 Newcomb Cleveland award, receives the 
award check of $1000 from Dael Wolfle (right), executive officer of AAAS. The an- 
nouncement of the winner and presentation of the award were made 30 Dec. in Atlanta, 
Ga., just preceding the Phi Beta Kappa lecture by Lawrence M. Gould, president of 
Carleton College. [Photo by Ken Patterson, Atlanta Journal-Constitrttion] 

representatives of the press, radio, and 
television covering the convention. 

"Besides handling public information 
for the Atlanta meeting as an intermedi- 
ary between authors of papers and re- 
porters, this department sent informa- 
tional material about the Association 
directly to various individuals through- 
out the country and especially in the 
Southeast. Background material and 
highlights of the meeting were sent to 
approximately 400 high-school principals 
in Georgia, to all civic club secretaries, 
to members of the Atlanta chapter of the 
Public Relations Society of America, to 
150 managing editors and 150 city editors 
of leading ~merican newspapers, to some 
385 editors of daily and weekly news- 
papers in Georgia, to 350 prominent citi- 
zens in the Southeast, to 300 public in- 
formation officers of colleges, government 
agencies, and industries having represen- 
tatives on the program, to secretaries of 
the 41 academies of science, and to 50 
news directors of leading radio and tele- 
vision stations. 

"Associates in the press room at Atlanta 
were Thelma C. Heatwole, Staunton, 
Va., Foley F. Smith, Rithmond, Va., and 
Irving Telling, of Arthur D. Little, Inc., 
Cambridge, Mass., with Wayne Taylor of 
Austin, Texas, in charge of photography. 
These individuals and the four other 
press room assistants already mentioned 
were of invaluable aid in getting material 

quickly to reporters to whom, more than 
to any others, goes the credit for helping 
to make possible one of the four principal 
objectives of the AAAS-to increase 
public understanding and appreciation 
of the importance and promise of the 
methods of science in human progress." 

AAAS Science Theatre 

The Science Theatre, which shows a 
selection of the latest foreign and domes- 
tic scientific films, was inaugurated at the 
Chicago meeting of 1947. It is now an 
established feature of the annual meetings 
of the Association. At Atlanta the thea- 
tre was located on the stage of the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium, in proximity to the 
Annual Exposition of Science and Indus- 
try, but screened from the exhibit area 
by a heavy velvet curtain. It was reached 
by passing through the exhibits. For the 
seven programs given during the week, 
the 300 chairs were well filled by ever- 
changing audiences. Many came to see 
a particular film and stayed for several 
more. The thirty-nine different films 
listed in the General Program-Directory 
were shown, in most cases, more than 
once. To these were added the followine u 
films, which were received later: Smog, 
Air Pollution Foundation, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; The Golden Leaf, American To- 
bacco Company; Mining for Nickel, In- 



ternational Nickel Company, Inc.; and 
T h e  Rocket ,  British Information Serv- 
ices. The  Association again expresses its 
appreciation to those ~ v h o  so kindly lent 
such excellent subjects. 

Annual Exposition of Science 
and Industry 

The 1955 Annual Exposition of Sci-
ence and Industry filled the large horse- 
shoe-shaped arena of the Municipal Au- 
ditorium. I n  most cases, the exhibitors 
were pleased with the interest shown by 
the attendance. Because of a scheduled 
athletic event on the evening of 23 Dec. 
and the holidays, the erection of booths 
I)y the Shepard Decorating Company did 
not begin until early on the morning of 
26 Dec. By noontime, however, it was 
possible for many of the exhibitors to 
begin installation of their exhibits. In  the 
arena, there were 92 booths; in nearby 
Taft Hall, the Embassy of Israel pre-
sented for the first time in this country 
an exhibit of the work of the leading sci- 
entific institutions in Israel; this exhibit 
occupied space equivalent to that of 30 
booths. 

The  names of most of the 66 exhibitors 
and descriptions of their exhibits ap-
peared both in the General Program-
Directory and in the preconvention issue 
of Sczence. Those that did not are listed 
here: American Red Cross, Georgia 
Chapter; Atlanta Publishing Company; 
Communicable Disease Center, USPHS; 
Computer Center, Georgia Institute of 
Technology; Georgia Power Company; 
Georgia State Department of Public 
Health; International Geophysical Year; 
National Cancer Institute; J. C. Nichols 
(living salamanders) ; Southern Bell 
Telephone and Telegraph Company; 
United Nations. 

The  Science Library had some 500 vol- 
umes from 37 publishers. As in past years, 
the Association is indebted to the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association, this time the 
Georgia Chapter, for supervising the 
Science Library. 

Work of the  Atlanta Committees 

In  his report elf the AAAS Public In- 
formation Service, Negus commends the 
able work of the local committee on pub- 
lic relations headed by George C. Biggers, 
Sr., president, Atlanta Nelvspapers, Inc. 
All members of the Association are in-
debted for the varied and effective serv- 
ices of each member. An attractive win- 
do\\ display on atomic energy and a 
welcome to AAAS delegates lvere sug- 
gested by Julian Trivers, vice president, 
the Davison-Paxon Company. 

T h e  Association and all who attended 

the 122nd meeting are much indebted 
for the excellent appointments and \vise 
counsel of James V. Carmichael, presi- 
dent of Scripto, Incorporated, and gen- 
eral chairman of the Atlanta meeting, 
who had kept in close touch with all 
developments since the spring of 1954. 
Until the last minute, when it proved im- 
possible, he had expected to be present 
at  the AAAS presidential address and re- 
ception. I-Iis place there and at the open- 
ing ceremonies of the Embassy of Israel 
exhibit was filled by the general vice 
chairman, Robert S. Lynch, president, 
Atlantic Steel Company. Bradford D. 
Ansley, of the Trustees Committee on 
Development, Emory University, served 
as executive secretarv of the Atlanta 
committees. Despite his many profes-
sional duties, he devoted considerable 
time to coordinating local activities and 
solving problems as they arose, assisted by 
his secretary, Anne Cain. 

The  Atlanta Committee on Physical 
Arrangements, headed by Walter S. Bell 
of the department of audio visual educa- 
tion, Atlanta Board of Education, proved 
to be one of the most efficient, hard- 
working, and economical committees re- 
sponsible for projection and other equip- 
ment that the Association has ever had. 
Not only did Bell and his colleagues sup- 
ply every lantern, screen, and volunteer 
operator requested and check the chair- 
ing and darkening of each room, but they 
took care of the Science Theatre and 
stood by for emergency requests for any- 
thing from a thumbtack to a tape re-
corder, complete with operator and typ- 
ist. The Association gratefully acknowl- 
edges the work of this committee. 

T h e  Exhibits Committee, under the 
chairmanship of D. J. Haughton, vice 
president and general manager, Lockheed 
Aircraft Corporation, Georgia Division, 
canvassed local and regional industry and 
secured exhibitors that otherwise would 
not have been present. The  Association 
is particularly indebted to R. R. Kearton, 
assistant general manager of Lockheed, 
who devoted considerable personal time 
and thought to this phase of the financ- 
ing of the meeting. The  members of the 
Finance Committee, ~v i th  Fred J. Turner, 
president, Southern Bell Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, as chairman, 
helped greatly to reduce the deficit of 
the meeting. Firms that endowed booth u 

space for nonprofit exhibits or made out- 
right contributions include : 

American Bakeries Company 
Associated Industries of Georgia 
Atlanta Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Atlanta Envelope Company 
Atlanta Stove Works 
Atlanta Transit System 
Atlantic Steel Company 
Auto-Soler Company 
Barge-Thompson Company 

Cabin Crafts, Inc. 
Chicopee Mills, Inc. 
Citizens & Southern National Bank 
Colonial Stores, Inc. 
Cotton Manufacturers Association of 

Georgia 
Embassy of Israel 
First National Bank of Atlanta 
Fulton National Bank 
Ford Motor Company, Atlanta Assem- 

bly Plant 
George Muse Clothing Company 
Georgia Power Company 
Georgia State Chamber of Commerce 
Georgia State College of Business Ad- 

ministration 
Gulf Oil Corporation, Atlanta Sales 

Division 
Ivan Allen Company, Office Equip-

ment 
Irvindale Dairies 
MacDougald-Iliarren, Inc. 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & 

Beane 
Plantation Pipe Line Company 
Rich's, Inc. 
Scripto, Incorporated 
Sears, Roebuck and Company 
Southern Bell Telephone and Tele-

graph Company 
The  Bank of Georgia 
Trust Company of Georgia 

T o  these should be added a contribu-
tion made for the third time by the 
United-Carr Fastener Corporation of 
Cambridge, Mass., to the AAAS for any 
worthy purpose and applied to the sec-
ond Atlanta meeting. 

Ilialter E. Crawford, executive vice 
president of the Atlanta Convention Bu- 
reau, provided much personal assistance 
and friendly help prior to, and thlough- 
out, the meeting. 

To  all those named, and to those who 
\ olunteered their services for clerical as- 
sistance in the AAAS office in the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium, and to all x\ho made 
contributions, the Association expresses 
it5 deep appreciation. The  whole experi- 
ence in Atlanta with so many courtesies 
and instances of cooperation \\as a heart- 
\\ arming and memorable one. 

Awards and Prize Winners 

The  follolving annual a~vards  were 
made during the meeting: 28th AAAS 
hrewcomb Cleveland prize, to Seymour 
S. Cohen, professor of biochemistry, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania [Science 123, 54 
(1956)l; 11th AAAS Theobald Smith 
Award in the Medical Sciences, to Rob- 
ert A. Good, American Legion heart re- 
search professor, University of Minne-
sota Medical School [Science 122, 1261 
( 1955 ) 1; 1 st AAAS-Anne Frankel Rosen- 
thal Memorial Award for Cancer Re- 
search, to Lloyd W. Law, head, leukemia 
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studies section, laboratory of biology, 
National Cancer Institute [Science 123, 
20 ( 1956)l; 2nd AAAS Socio-Psychologi- 
cal prize, to Yehudi A. Cohen, depart- 
ment of psychiatry, Albert Einstein Col- 
lege of Medicine [Science 122, 1261 

(1955)l; Scientific Research Society of 
America-IYilliam Procter prize, to Rob- 
ert R. Williams, chairman, Williams-
Waterman Fund for the Combat of Die- 
tary Diseases, Research Corporation 
[Science 122, 1262 (1955)l; John Scott 

Reports of Sections and 

Societies, Atlanta Meeting 

Physics (Section B) 

T. H. Howie as chairman of the local 
program committee arranged a full and 
diverse program. On Tuesday afternoon 
there was a symposium on radiation 
measurements, with F. L. Mohler pre- 
siding. The program included, "Radioiso- 
tope measurements in clinical diagnosis" 
by Marshall Brucer (Oak Ridge), "A 
medical spectrometer" by Jack Francis 
(Oak Ridge), and "Fallout measure-
ments" by J. H.  Tolan (Georgia Tech) .  

On Wednesday afternoon there was a 
symposium on research progress in phys- 
ics, with Clifford Beck presiding. G. L. 
Pearson (Bell Telephone Laboratories) 
described experiments being carried out 
at the Savannah River Plant to detect 
neutrinos in the radiation emitted by a 
high flux reactor. The experiments in- 
volved a large volume of radiation-sensi- 
tive liquid surrounded by a battery of 
scintillation counters. There is reason to 
hope that this elusive elementary particle 
may at last be obsesved and measured. 
Arthur E. Ruark (University of Ala-
bama) described a search for rare par-
ticles involving refinements in cloud-
chamber techniques. Charles E. Falk 
(Brookhaven) gave a talk on super-
energy accelerators. He described exist- 
ing accelerators and gave in some detail 
the plans for the 30-Bev proton synchro- 
tron that is under construction at Brook- 
haven. 

Following a AAAS session on "The 
crisis in science education," there was, 
on Thursday afternoon, a symposium on 
training for careers in physics with Alan 
7'. Waterman presiding. Gerald A. Rosse- 
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lot (Bendix Corporation), Clifford A. 
Beck {North Carolina State College), 
and Josiah Crudup (Brenau College) 
spoke on careers in industry, scientific re- 
search, and education, respectively. 

On Friday afternoon, there was a re- 
port on the International Conference on 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. Detlev 
Bronk presided, and Clarence E. Larson 
reviewed the program on the physical 
sciences, while Shields Warren covered 
the biological and medical sciences. " 

There were many other programs of 
interest to physicists. The .American 
Meteorological Society held a session of 
miscellaneous contributed papers. There 
were three sessions on the program for 
the International Geophysical Year, 
which attracted large audiences because 
of the broad scope of scientific research 
included in this program. The Oak Ridge 
Institute of Nuclear Studies held a sym- 
posium on "Atomic energy and agricul- 
ture." There were three sessions on plant 
and animal metabolism and one on food 
sterilization. 

Section B was cosponsor of a session 
on the role of physics in premedical edu- 
cation. On Wednesday evening, Section 
B and Sigma Pi Sigma held an informal 
dinner for physicists. 

FRED L. MOHLER, Secretary 

Chemistry (Section C)  

Those who had the opportunity to at- 
tend the AAAS meeting in Atlanta will 
without doubt report that it was a very 
good meeting for it gave them the oppor- 

award, administered by City of Philadel- 
phia Board of Directors of City Trusts, 
to Edgar S. McFadden, agronomist, 
Texas Agricultural Experiment Station 
[Science 122, 1262 (1955)l. (Dr. Mc-
Fadden died 5 Jan.) 

tunity ( i )  to acquire new knowledge in 
their fields of specialization as well as in 
other areas of science, (ii)  to broaden 
their acquaintance with other scientists, 
and (iii) to renew acquaintance with 
fellow-workers in other regions of the 
country. 

Of special interest to chemists were the 
programs of Section C (Chemistry), the 
chemists' dinner meeting, a number of 
the special AAAS symposia, the variety 
of displays in the exhibit hall, and the 
interesting programs of the Science 
Theatre. 

The program of Section C included 
nine sessions, some of which were co-
sponsored by other sections and by the 
Georgia Section of the American Chem- 
ical Society. One session consisted of con- 
tributed papers on a variety of topics, 
such as the effect of steric factors on the 
pinacol rearrangement, crystal engineer- 
ing, the assay of folic acid by a thermo- 
phylic bacillus, the in vitro action of cer- 
tain enzyme inhibitors on the blood-clot- 
ting mechanism, studies with labeled 
microbes, and the toxicity of chemicals 
to marine borers. 

Two sessions, arranged by Jules S. 
Cass, presented recent studies on the pat- 
terns of biochemical and histological re- 
sponses to clinical agents. 

One session, arranged by LeRoy A. 
Wood\\ard, considered the sedimentary 
kaolins along the southeastern fall line in 
a series of six papers, and another session, 
presided over by Wallace R. Brode, heard 
the annual address of the Scientific Re- 
search Society of America and award of 
the William Procter prize. 

Two sessions, arranged by Ellison H. 
Taylor, were on radiation chemistry and 
related fields, consisting of a historical 
introduction, an outline of currently ac- 
cepted views, and the role of radiation 
chemistry in radiobiology. 

At the dinner meeting, presided over 
by Eugene P. Cofield, the vice president's 
address on the chlorination of water by 
Robert S. Ingols proved to be both inter- 
esting and informative. 

The final session, arranged by Detlev 
W. Bronk, consisted of a report on the 
International Conference on Peaceful 
Uses of Atomic Enerqy, with papers by 
Clarence E. Larson on the physical sci- 
ences and by Shields Warren on the bio- 
logical and medical sciences. 
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