
AAAS Constitution and Bylaws 


Constitution 
Article I. Purpose 

Section 1. The American Association 
for the Advancement of Science was in- 
corporated by an act of the General Court 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
in 1874. The Association is a nonprofit 
scientific and educational body. 

Scction 2. The objects of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence are to further the work of scientists, 
to facilitate cooperation among them, to 
improve the effectiveness of science in the 
promotion of human welfare, and to in- 
crease public understanding and appre-
ciation of the importance and promise of 
the methods of science in human prog- 
ress. 

Article 11. Membership 

Scction I .  The membership of the As- 
sociation shall consist of Members and 
Fellows. Individuals in either of these 
groups may become life members, emeri- 
tus mernbers, and sustaining rnernbers in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 
5 of this Article and ~vith such relevant 
rules as the Board of Directors shall have 
prescribed. 

Section 2. Members. Any person, insti- 
tution, or organization may be admitted 
to the grade of Member. Each Member 
shall have such rights and privileges and 
shall pay such annual dues and fees as 
the Council shall have prescribed. 

Scction 3. Fellows. Any individual 
mernber who shall have made a meri-
torious contribution to science may be-
come a Fellow of the Association under 
such procedures as the Board of Direc- 
tors shall have prescribed. 

Section 4. ( a )  Life Members. Any per- 
son making the Association a life-mem- 
bership contribution of such amount as 
the Board of Directors shall have pre-
scribed may be admitted to life member- 
ship. Each Life Member shall be exempt 
from the payment of annual dues and 
shall have all the privileges of an annual 
member throughout his life. 

The  Constitution and Bylaws of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science are 
being published a t  this time because of the num-
erous changes that were made by the Council at 
its meeting on 27 December 1955. 

( b )  Emeritus members. Any individ- 
ual annual member ( a  member other 
than a life metnber or a sustaining mem- 
ber) may be admitted to emeritus nlern- 
bership under such conditions as the 
Board of Directors shall have prescribed. 
Each Emeritus Member shall be exempt 
from the payment of annual dues and 
shall have all the privileges of an annual 
mernber throughout his life. 

( c )  Sustaining Membcrs. Any person, 
institution or organization making to the 
Trust Funds of the Association a sustain- 
ing membership contribution of such 
amount as the Board of Directors shall 
have prescribed shall be the founder of 
a Sustaining Membership ~vhich shall 
bear a suitable name, and the fund for 
which shall be maintained in perpetuity 
as a trust. Each incumbent of a sustain- 
ing membership shall have all the privi- 
leges of a life member. The first incum- 
bent of a sustaining membership may be 
either the founder himself, if an individ- 
ual, or a person named by him, as the 
founder may choose. On the death or 
resignation of an incumbent, the Board 
of Directors may name another person to 
hold the membership throughout life. 

Article 111. Officers 

Section 1. The officers of the Associa- 
tion shall be ( a )  general officers elected 
from among the Fellows by ballot of the 
Council, and ( b )  administrative officers 
elected by the Board of Directors as pre- 
scribed in Section 3 of this Article. 

Section 2. General Oficers. The gen- 
eral officers of the Association shall be the 
elected mernbers of the Board of Direc- 
tors, a president-elect, a president, a re-
tiring president, and a vice president for 
each section. The term of office of the 
president-elect and of the vice presidents 
shall be one year and shall begin on the 
January 15 following their election. At 
the close of the one-year term of the 
president-elect he shall become presi-
dent, and at the close of the one-year 
term of the president he shall become re- 
tiring president. In  the event of a vacancy 
in the office of the president, the presi- 
dent-elect shall become president. In the 
event of a vacancy in the office of presi- 
dent-elect. the Board of Directors shall 
make a pro ternpore appointment to hold 

until the vacancy shall have been filled 
by ballot of the Council. In the event of 
a vacancy in the office of vice president, 
the Board of Directors shall fill the va-
cancy by appointment. 

Section 3. Administratzve Officers. The 
administrative officers shall be an execu- 
tive officer and such other staff members 
as the Board of Directors may designate 
and approve, a treasurer, and a secretary 
for each section. The executive officer, 
the treasurer, and their designated assist- 
ants shall be elected by the Board of 
Directors. The secretaries of the sections 
shall be nominated from among the Fel- 
lows by the respective section committees 
and elected by the Board of Directors. 
The terms of office of each administra- 
tive officer shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Direc- 
tors shall fill vacancies in the administra- 
tive offices. 

Section 4. The duties of the officers 
shall be customary to those of the office 
and as further defined in the bylaws. 

Article IV. Council 

Scction 1. The Council shall perform 
duties prescribed in the constitution and 
bylaws and shall act as an advisory body 
in matters pertaining to the general poli- 
cles of the Association. 

Section 2. The Council shall conslst of 
( a )  the president-elect, the president, the 
retiring president, the vice presidents, the 
secretaries of the sections, the executive 
officer, the treasurer, and the eight (8) 
elected members of the Board of Direc- 
tors; ( b )  one Fellol+ elected by each 
regional division of the Association; and 
( c )  the representatives of affiliated or-
ganizations as provided in Article V I I I  
of this constitution. Each Council mem- 
ber shall serve until his successor shall 
have taken office. Each Council member 
shall have one vote. The president shall 
be chairman of the Council; if the presi- 
dent is unable to serve as chairman 
at any session, the president-elect shall 
serve in his stead; if neither is able to 
serve, the Council members in attendance 
shall elect a chairman for that session. 
Thirty (30) members of the Council 
shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business. 

Sectzon 3. The Council shall meet dur- 
ing the annual meeting of the Association 
and at other times on the call of the presi- 
dent or upon the written request of thirty 
(30) mernbers of the Council nddressed 
to the executive officer. 

Article V. Committees 

Section 1. The Board of Directors is 
the legal representative of the Associa- 
tion and as such shall have, hold, and ad- 
minister all the property, funds, and af- 
fairs of the Association. 
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Section 2. The Board of Directors shall 
consist of eleven ( 1 1 ) voting members, 
as follo~us: the president-elect, the presi- 
dent, the retiring president and eight ( 8 )  
Fellows elected by the Council, two each 
vear. for a term of four vears. The execu- , > 

tive officer and the treasurer shall be ex 
officio members of the Board of Directors 
without vote. At any election of members 
of the Board of Directors not more than 
one Fellow serving his fourth consecutive 
year as an elected member may be re-
elected. In the event of a vacancy in the 
office of an elected member of the Board 
of Directors, his successor for the re-
mainder of the year shall be elected from 
among the Fellows by the Board of Direc- 
tors and, for the remainder of the unex- 
ired term. his successor shall be elected 

by the Council at the next annual elec- 
tion. Six ( 6 )  voting members of the 
Board of Directors shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 
The retiring president of the Association 
shall be chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors. If he is unable to sen7e at any 
session of the Board, the Board members 
in attendance shall elect a chairman for 
that session. 

Section 3. The Board of Directors shall 
hold four ( 4 )  meetings a year, one of 

hich will be at the annual meeting. The 
Board of Directors shall also meet at the 
call of the chairman. 

Section 4. The Board of Directors shall 
appoint such committees as may be nec- 
essary to aid in the management of the 
Association The duties of standing com- 
mittees shall be stated in the bylaws. 

Section 5 .  The term of office of each 
of the eight ( 8 )  regularly elected mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors shall be- 
gin on January 15 following his election, 
and each shall serve until his successor 
shall have signified in writing his accept- 
ance of election. 

Article VI. Sections 

Section 1. The Association shall be or- 
ganized in sections in accordance with 
the fields of interest of its members, as 
determined by the Council. Each mem- 
ber of the Association may designate the 
section in ~vhich he wishes to be enrolled 
and may designate an additional section 
in which he is interested. 

Section 2. The vice president for a 
section shall be ex officio chairman of 
that section. 

Section 3. The affairs of each section 
shall be managed by a section committee 
of ( a )  the chairman and secretary of the 
section; ( b )  members of the Council who 
represent societies affiliated with the sec- 
tion; and ( c )  four ( 4 )  Fellows, one 
elected each year by the section commit- 
tee for a term of four (4 )  years. If an 
elected member of a section committee 
shall have resigned or died, his successor 

for the remainder of the unexpired term 
shall be elected from among the Fellows 
by the section committee. One third of 
the members of the section committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. 

Section 4. The section committee of 
each section shall promote the work of 
the Association in its own field and may 
organize subcommittees for that purpose. 
It shall arrange such section programs 
as it shall deem desirable for meetings 
of the Association, either separately or in 
cooperation with other sections of the 
Association or with independent societies. 
iVith the approval of the Board of Direc- 
tors, a section committee may arranse 
section meetings to be held at places and 
times other than those of Association 
meetings. 

Article VII. Regional Divisions 

Section I .  Regional divisions and local 
branches of the Association may be au-
thorized by vote of the Council, for the 
purpose of promoting the work of the 
Association in their respective territories. 

Section 2. Each regional division or 
local branch shall elect its officers for 
such terms as it shall prescribe and shall 
hold its meetings and conduct its affairs 
as it shall deem desirable, subject to the 
relevant provisions of this constitution 
and of the bylaws of the Association, and 
to such special provisions as the Board 
of Directors of the Association shall have 
established. 

Article VIII. Affiliates and Associates 

Section I .  T o  facilitate cooperation be- 
tween the Association and other organi- 
zations, and among the latter, the Coun- 
cil may, on recommendation of the Board 
of Directors, elect an organization to be 
an official affiliate. 

Section 2. Each organization thus des- 
ignated an affiliate shall be entitled to 
name one Fellow of the Association to 
represent it on the Council; if an affiliate 
other than an Academy of Science has 
more than 100 members who are Fel-
lolvs of the Association, it shall be entitled 
to name an additional Fellow to repre- 
sent it on the Council. 

Section 3. O n  recommendation of the 
Board of Directors, the Council may 
elect an organization to be an official as- 
sociate. Associated organizations shall 
have the same rights and privileges as 
affiliated organizations except for repre- 
sentation on the Council. 

Section 4. Organizations whose activi- 
ties are planned and directed in close 
association with those of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence may, on recommendation by the 
I3oard of Directors and approval by the 
Council, be designated participating or-

ganizations. Such organizations shall be 
represented on the Council as deter-
mined by the Board of Directors and 
Council. 

Article IX. Meetings 

Section I .  The Association shall hold 
an annual meeting at such time and place 
each year as the Board of Directors shall 
have determined. Other meetings of the 
Association or its sections may be author- 
ized by the Board of Directors. 

Article X. Publications 

Section I .  The publications of the As- 
sociation shall be issued in such manner 
as the Board of Directors may direct. 

Article XI. Funds 

Section I .  Funds of the Association 
shall be classified as Current Funds, In- 
vestment Funds, and Endowment, Trust, 
and Gift Funds. 

( a )  Current Funds shall include all 
dues of annual members, all receipts from 
publications, and all other funds received 
in the continuing operations of the Asso- 
ciation. 

( b )  Investment Funds shall include all 
gifts and bequests received without spe- 
cial restriction concerning the use to be 
made of principal and income, and such 
other funds as may be designated by the 
Doard of Directors as investment funds. 

( c )  Endowment ,  Trust ,  and Gift  
Funds shall consist of all life-membership 
contributions, all sustaining-membership 
contributions, all funds appropriated by 
the Board of Directors for establishing 
special life memberships, all gifts and be- 
quests accepted with specific restrictions 
prohibiting their allotment to either Cur- 
rent Funds or Investment Funds, and 
such other funds as may be designated by 
the Board of Directors. 

Section 2. The deposit, investment, and 
disbursement of all funds shall be sub-
ject to the direction of the Board of Di- 
rectors. 

Article XII. Procedure 

Section I .  Roberts' rules of order, ex- 
cept when inconsistent with the Consti- 
tution and Bylaws of the Association, 
shall govern the meetings of the Council. 

Article XIII. Amendments 

Section I .  Amendments to this consti- 
tution may be proposed by the Board of 
Directors, by the Council, or by petition 
signed by thirty (30)  members of the 
Council. Proposed amendments shall be 
published officially in substance at least 
one month prior to an annual meeting of 
the Association. A proposed amendment 
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that is approved by the Board of Direc- 
tors shall require for its adoption a favor- 
able vote of two-thirds of the Council 
members Dresent in a Council session of 
that meeting. A proposed amendment 
that is not approved by the Board of 
Directors may, by majority vote of the 
Council members present in a Council 
session of that meeting, be placed on the 
agenda for a session of the Council at a 
subsequent annual meeting, and shall re- 
quire for its adoption a favorable vote of 
two-thirds of the Council members pres- 
ent in a Council session of such subse- 
quent annual meeting. Ratified amend- 
ments shall be effc1:tive upon adoption 
and shall be publirhed promptly. 

Bylaws 
Article I. Purpose 

Section I .  The objects of the Associa- 
tion shall be accomplished by conducting 
meetings and conferences of those inter- 
ested in science, its various branches, and 
education, producing and distributing 
publications, administering gifts and be- 
quests as prescribed by the donors thereof, 
supporting research, making awards to 
recognize accomplishments in science, as- 
sisting affiliated and associated organiza- 
tions, cooperating with other organiza-
tions in the advancement of science, and 
engaging in such other activities as shall 
have been authorized by the Board of 
Directors. 

Article 11. Membership 

Section I .  Afembers who have paid 
dues for fifty years may be excused from 
further payments and still retain all the 
privileges of membership. 

Section 2. Members may be elected 
by the Board of Directors to be Fellows 
of the Asqociation and Fellows so elected 
shall remain Fellows only so long as they 
retain membership. If a Fellow discon- 
tinues his membership and subsequently 
rejoins the Association, he shall automati- 
cally again become a Fellow from the 
time of rejoining, without another elec- 
tion. Members are eligible to nomination 
for fello\vship if they have contributed to 
the advancement of science either by the 
publication of original research or in 
other significant manner. Nominations 
for election to fello\vship may be made 
by any three Fellows or by the executive 
officer or by the section committee in 
whose field the nominee's scientific work 
mainly lie?. 

Section 3. A Member may be dropped 
from membership for conduct which in 
any way tends to injure the Association 
or to affect adverselv its renutation or 
~vhich is contrary to, or destructive of, 
its objects. Charges of injurious conduct 
shall not be entertained against a Mem- 
ber unless the precise nature of the 
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charges be submitted in writing to the 
president of the Association by not fewer 
than two Members. Upon receipt of such 
charges, the president shall refer them to 
the Executive Committee, which shall 
have the power to determine whether the 
charges shall be dropped, whether the ac- 
cused shall be given an opportunity to 
resign, or whether the charges shall be 
referred to the Board of Directors for 
review and for final disposition. When-
ever charges are referred to the Board 
of Directors, no person shall be dropped 
from membership except after oppor-
tunity to examine the evidence and to be 
heard and then only by a three-fourths 
vote of those members of the Board of 
Directors present and voting at a regular 
or a special meeting. 

Article 111. Officers 

Section I .  The executive officer shall 
serve as secretary to the Council and to 
the Board of Directors; he shall be in 
charge of the Association's offices and 
shall manage the affairs of the Associa- 
tion in accordance with procedures de- 
termined by the Board of Directors. IIe 
shall be an ex oflicio member of all 
standing committees. 

Section 2. The treasurer shall perform 
the usual duties and those assigned in 
the bylaws. 

Section 3. Reports of the executive 
officer and the treasurer shall be made 
in the manner prescribed by the Board 
of Directors. 

Article I V  

(There is no Article I V  in the Bylaws, 
but the number is inserted here in order 
to preserve the parallelism between Ar- 
ticles in the Constitution and correspond- 
ing Articles in the Bylaws.) 

Article V. Committees 

Section 1 .  The committees shall be 
standing, as provided in the bylaws, or 
special, as the Board of Directors ap-
proves. All standing committees shall rc- 
port annually in writing to the Board of 
Directors. The chairmen of committees 
shall be designated by the Board of Di- 
rector?. 

Section 2. During the interim between 
meetings of the Board of Directors, an 
Executive Committee consisting of the 
retiring president, the president, three 
other members of the Board of Directors 
elected by the Board of Directors. and 
the executive officer, ex oflicio, shall act 
on behalf of the Board of Directors. All 
actions taken by the Executive Commit- 
tee shall be submitted for review and 
action at the next following meeting of 
the Board of Directors. 

Section 3. The Investment and Finance 

Committee shall advise the Board of Di- 
rectors regarding purchases and sales of 
securities for the Association, shall make 
recommendations to the Board of Direc- 
tors on financial questions, and shall have 
the authority to buy or sell securities 
under such limitations as the Board of 
Directors may set. The Investment and 
Finance Committee shall consist of the 
treasurer, the executive officer, and five 
( 5 )  members appointed by the Board of 
Directors. Each appointed member shall 
serve a term of five ( 5 )  years, the term 
of one member to expire on January 14 
of each year. Each shall serve until his 
successor shall have signified in mriting 
his acceptance of election. 

Section 4. The Committee on Affilia- 
tion and Association shall revielv appli-
cations for affiliation or association with 
the Association and make recommenda- 
tions thereon to the Boartl of Directors. 
The  committee shall consist of five ( 5 )  
members appointed by the Boartl of Di- 
rectors. Each member shall qerve a term 
of f i v ~  ( 5 )  years, the term of one mem- 
ber to expire on January 14 of each year. 
Each shall serve until hi? ?ucce??or shall 
have signified in writing his acceptance 
of election. 

Section 5. The  Publications Commit- 
tee shall give continuing scrutiny to the 
publications of the Association and the 
policies pertaining thereto and shall make 
recommendations thereon to the Board 
of Directors. The committee shall consist 
of five ( 5 )  members appointed by the 
Board of Directors. Each member shall 
serve a term of five ( 5 )  )cars, the term 
of one member to expire on January 14 
of each year. Each shall s e n e  until his 
succesqor shall have signified in I\ riting 
his acceptance of election. 

Article V I  

(There is no Article V I  in the Bylaws, 
but the number is inserted here in order 
to preserve the parallelism betkt een Arti- 
cles in the Constitution and correspond- 
ing Articles in the Bylaws. ) 

Article VII .  Regional Divisions 

Section I .  Regional divisions author- 
ized by the Council have full control of 
their meetings, of their affiliations with 
other scientific organizations, and of 
their own activities to promote the ad- 
vancement of science in their respective 
territories. 

Section 2. The Pacific Division (organ- 
ized in 1915) includes members of the 
Association resident in British Columbia, 
JVashington, Oregon, California, Idaho, 
Nevada, Utah, Montana \vest of the Con- 
tinental Divide, and the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

Section 3. The Southwestern and 
Rocky Mountain Division (organized in 



1920) includes members of the Associa- 
tlon resident in Arizona, New Mexico, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana east of the 
Continental Divide, Sonora, Chihuahua, 
and Texas west of the 100th meridian. 

Section 4. The Alaska Division (organ- 
ized in 1951) includes members of the 
Association resident in Alaska and others 
who meet such requirements as may be 
established by the Division and approved 
by the Board of Directors. 

Section 5.  Each division shall receive 
for its expenses an annual allow,ance not 
to exceed one dollar for each of its mem- 
bers who is an Association member in 
good standing, or three hundred dollars 
($300) whichever is larger, and shall 
make an annual report to the Board of 
Directors covering its activities and its 
financial situation. 

Article VIII.  Affiliates and Associates 

Sectiorz I .  The names of affiliated and 
associated organizations shall be pub-
lished from time to time as directed by 
the Board of Directors. 

Section 2. Affiliated academies of sci- 
ence shall receive for research an annual 
allolvance of fifty cents for each of their 
members who is also a member in good 
standing of the Association. The mini- 
mum annual allolvance shall be fifty dol- 
lars. If any academy fails to utilize the 
research funds made available to it in 
any one year, these funds shall revert to 
the Association's treasury on December 
31 of the second calendar year following 
the year in which the allowance was 
computed. 

Article IX. Meetings 

Section I .  The programs and arrange- 
ments for the Association meetings shall -
be under the general direction of the 
Board of Directors. 

Article X. Publications 

Section I .  The publications of the As- 
sociation shall be ( a )  SCIENCE, ( b )  
T H E  SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, ( c )  
Proceedings, and ( d )  such other special 
publications as the Board of Directors 
may direct. 

Section 2. The Association shall not be 
responsible for statements or opinions 
advanced in papers or in discussions at 
meetings of the Association or its sections, 
divisions, or branches, or printed in its 
publications, nor for statements by any 
of its general or administrative officers 
except those authorized by the Board of 
Directors or reflecting the duly estab-
1irhc.d policies of the Association. 

Article XI. Funds 

Section 1. All funds shall be paid into 
the business office of the executive officer, 
M here they shall be entered in the books 
of the Association, and deposited in a 
bank designated by the Board of Direc-
tors. The treasurer shall be the custodian 
of all Investment Funds, Endowment, 
Trust, and Gift Funds, and such other 
funds as may be placed in his charge by 
the Board of Directors. The executive 
officer shall be the custodian of the cur- 
rent funds. 

Section 2. All bills against members 
and others shall be made and collected by 
the business office of the executive officer. 

Section 3. All expenditures shall be 
made in accordance with the budget of 
appropriations as adopted by the Board 
of Directors. 

Section 4. All payments shall be made 
by the business office upon competent 
certification as to their correctness and 
proper authorization. 

Sectzon 5. Checks against the accounts 
of the Association will bear two sig-
natures, from a list of individuals 

L. H. Snyder, President Elect 


For a period of years after 1920, most 
geneticists in this country showed very 
little interest in human genetics. Most 
genetical research was carried on with 
experimental organisms. Occasionally a 
geneticist discovered an interesting his-
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tory of a familial pathological trait. He 
could do very little with the information, 
though, other than possibly publish it as 
a h g l e  case. Even if the investigator 
found enough similar histories in the lit- 
erature to use in determining the mecha- 

determined by the Board of Directors. 
Section 6. The securities of the Asso- 

ciation may be bought, sold, or exchanged 
only upon the written order of two of the 
following: The chairman of the Invest- 
ment and Finance Committee, the vice- 
chairman of the Investment and Finance 
Committee, the treasurer, and the execu- 
tive officer. 

Section 7 .  The business office of the 
executive officer shall keep proper ac-
counts of all financial transactions of the 
Association. 

Section 8. The accounts of the Associa- 
tion shall be audited and approved an-
nually by a certified public accountant 
selected by the Board of Directors. 

Section 9. The executive officer shall 
have the authority to enter into contracts 
for the Association, but contract authori- 
zations must be within the budget au-
thorizations made by the Board of Direc- 
tors. 

Section 10. The policies of a participat- 
ing organization may be reviewed at any 
time, with official representation of the 
participating organization present, by the 
Board of Directors which may make rec- 
ommendations to the participating or-
ganization. 

Article X I 1  

(There is no Article XI1  in the Bylaws, 
but the number is inserted here in order 
to preserve the parallelism between Ar- 
ticles in the Constitution and correspond- 
ing Articles in the Bylaws.) 

Article XIII. Amendments 

Section I .  The bylaws may be amended 
by majority vote of the Board of Direc- 
tors, provided notification of the pro-
posed amendment has been mailed to 
each member of the Board at least 
twenty (20)  days prior to the meeting. 

nism of inheritance, he could hardly ex- 
pect to make comparative studies of 
racial and subpopulation groups. Human 
zenetics seemed to have little to interest 
u 


geneticists. Special methods were needed 
for analyzing human genetical data, and 
they were yet to be developed. 'The gen- 
eral public misunderstood the purpose 
and siznificance of studies in human 

u 


genetics. Many believed that human ge- 
netics was merely another term for sterili- 
zation or controlled breeding. One can 
readily understand why geneticists pre- 
ferred to work with experimental forms. 

The president elect of the American 

Oli,er is chairman of the depaltmellt of 

osv at the  Uniberslty of Texas,  Austin. 
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