
statics and static stability, scalar and 
graphical analysis, cross-section analysis, 
isobaric analysis, and a short treatment 
of isentropic analysis. The  chapter "Anal- 
ysis of the surface chart" appears to be 
rather brief but, as pointed out by the 
author, most of the concepts of surface 
analysis have been covered in earlier sec- 
tions. The  chapter is devoted to pressure 
patterns, pressure tendencies, and fronts 
and associated weather. Chapter 10 pre- 
sents kinematic analysis in a comprehen- 
sive manner, covering streamlines, air 
trajectories, and the properties of motion 
of a wind field. The  book concludes ~v i th  
short chapters on analysis of large-scale 
weather patterns in middle and high lati- 
tudes, of local weather, and of tropical 
weather. 

The  book is well illustrated, although 
a few of the maps suffer from too great 
a reduction in size. An appendix contains 
several useful tables and charts. Reading 
references in standard meteorological 
works, which are listed at the end of each 
chapter, are supplementcd by extensive 
footnote references to the literature. The  
double-column format permits a large 
manuscript to be published in a compact 
volume ~vithout reduction of readability, 

Saucier has successfully combined into 
one volume both meteorological funda-
mentals and practical aspects of synoptic 
\veather analysis. This hook should prove 
uscful as a textbook for students of me- 
teorology, tvhereas those rvho seek a ready 
reference on h o ~ v  to draw a weather map 
would do well to look elsewherc. 

DAVIDK. TODD 
C o l l ~ g eof Engineering,  
Uniuersi t ) '  of Ca l i forn ia ,  Berke ley  

Solar Energy Research. Farrington 

Daniels and John A. Duffie, Eds. Univ. 

of 7Virconrin Presr, Madison, 1955. 

xv + 290 pp. Illus. + plater. $4. 


This book, the first in the United 

States, may also he a milestone in accel- 

crated efforts to utilize solar energy. I t  

is not an organized textbook but a com- 

pendium of articles presented at a sym- 

posium on solar energy in Madison, Wis- 

consin, in September 1953. About 30 

scientists participated, exchanging infor- 

mal talks about the possibilities of using 

solar energy. Their papers cover most of 

the possible fields including: expected 

~vorld energy demands, the nature and 

availability of solar energy, space heating 

and domestic uses of solar energy, solar 

power, solar evaporation and distillation, 

atmospheric phenomena, conversion 

of solar to electric energy, solar furnaces, 

photosynthetic utilization of solar energy, 

photochemical utilization of solar energy, 

a British viewpoint, miscellaneous appli- 


cations of solar encrgy, and suggestions 
for further research. 

The  presentation is not homogeneous. 
Some of the articles are merely short ab- 
stracts. Others are highly technical. A few 
are interesting reading for the layman. 
There is a general trend that is shared 
b). most authors; they all stress the need 
for further research and for funds that 
will make research possible. Relatively 
few articles express pessimism about the 
technical or economical limitations of the 
use of solar energy. 

The  book is a "must" reader for all 
those who are attracted to the pioneering 
prospect of capturing the sun's energy. 
There is ample refercnce to the scattered 
literature of the subject and a list of 
patents that have been issued in the 
United States. T h e  book is a storehouse 
of ideas that may be detreloped through 
tescarch, ~vhich it will doubtless stimu- 
late. 

MARIATELKES 
College of Engineering,  
L'\'c~c' Y o r k  U n i u ~ r s i t y  

Determination of Organic Structures by 
Physical Methods. 2;. A. Braude and 
P. C. Nachod, Eds. Academic Press, 
S c w  York, 1955. xiii + 810 pp. Illus. 
$15. 

The  ever-increasing use of physical 
methods for the determination of the 
i~~o lecu la rstructures of organic sub-
stances has greatly altered the character 
of organic chemical research during the 
past two decades. The  present book is 
intended to be an authoritative and com- 
prehensible survey of the various phys- 
ical methods of structural analysis, each 
given in suffjcient theoretical and prac- 
tical detail to acquaint a nonspecialist 
\+ith it< <cope and limitations. Seven of 
the book's 22 authors are British, one ir 
S.ij edish, and the remainder are Amel- 
ican. The  16 chapters comprising the 
book are grouped into three partr: part I 
is concerned with the determination of 
molecular size, part I1 with molecular 
pattern, and part I11 with molecular fine 
rtructure. 

In  Chapter 1, entitled "Phase proper-
tier of small molecules," H. F. Herbrand-
son and F. C. Nachod discuss various 
torrelationr of melting point, boiling 
point, molar volume, and parachor cvith 
molecular sire and structure. Their dis- 
c~lssion of m i x ~ d  melting points is espe- 
cially good. Chapter 2 by P. Joh~lson 
ciealr with the determination of molecu- 
lar ~veightr, dimension? and rhapes of 
rnacron~ole~ulesby techniques involving 
the measurement of osmotic pressure, 
sedimentation equilibrium and velocity, 
diffusion rate, and viscosity. The omis- 

sion of thc more recently developed light- 
scattering technique from this otherwise 
excellent chapter is to be regrctted. 

Part I1  begins with a chapter by I\'. 
Klyne on the use of optical rotation in 
the determination of molecular configu- 
ration. The  present treatment of this 
topic is co~lsiderably more detailed than 
another given by the same author in col- 
laboration with J. A. Mills that has very 
recently appeared else~vhere [Progress in  
S te~ .eochemis t ry ,vol. I ,  \.\I. Klyne, Ed. 
(Academic Press, X e ~ v  York, 1954), pp. 
204-2151, although a good dcal of rcpe- 
tition is inevitable. Chapter 4 by Braude 
deals with absorption spectroscopy in the 
ultraviolet and visible regions. I question 
the value (and validity) of the grossly 
oversimplified explanations of electronic 
transitio~ls with valence bond notation. 
(For example, the B,,, excitation of ben- 
zene is explained as a transition between 
KekulC structures.) 

In  Chapter 5, R .  C. Gore discusses the 
illstrumentation, theory, and application 
of infrared spectroscopy to n~icromolecu- 
lar substances. A special section of this 
chapter by E. S. Waight is concerned 
with the infrared spectroscopy of macro- 
molecular substances. The  chapter is dis- 
tinguishcd by the cmphasis that it places 
on the uses of polarized radiation. There 
has existed for some time a necd for a 
substantial yet comprehensible exposition 
of the theory and uses of Raman spectros- 
copy and magnetic susci.ptibility. Chap- 
ter 6 by F. F. Cleveland and Chapter 7 
by C. A. Hutchison, Jr., are devoted to 
these topics, but in my opinion they do 
rlot fulfill thc need. Admittedly, the sub- 
jects are highly complex, but skillful 
I\-riters with due regard for the limita- 
tions of their readers should do more 
than leave one ~v i th  an impression of thv 
con~plexities of their subjects. 

Part I11 is introduced ~v i th  a chaptrr 
by E. Stenhagen on the use of surfacc 
films in the elucidation of ~nolecular 
structures. This is followed by a chapter 
~vritten by 1,. E. Sutton 011 the theory 
and application of dipole moment lnra<- 
uremelits. Sutton is to be commendrd for 
the freshness and clarity he brings to the 
subject. Chapter 10 by J. Karle and 1. I,. 
Rarle deals \\.ith clectron diffractiol~, 
\\-hilr Chapter 11 by J. M. Robertson 
deals \vith x-ray diffraction. Both of these 
chapters achieve their objectives. In  the 
ensuing chapter, F,. B. \Yilson, Jr., and 
D. R. I,ide, Jr., prescnt a very ~velcome 
discussion of the ne~vest spectroscopy- 
micro\vave spectroscopy. Then follo~\.s a 
chapter by J. G. .L\ston on thermodynamic 
properties and their use in the invesl'ga- 
tion of molecular structure. Aston has 
talien serious liberties with thr  term 
iromer and uses it interchangeably \vith 
the term confornznt ion or, as he somc-
timri preferr, r o n f o r m ~ r !  
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