Scientific Meetings

Iroquois Research

The usefulness of the informal research
conference for exploring some central
theme, for identifying new research prob-
lems, and for reporting research accom-
plished was again achieved 14-16 Oct.
1955 when students of the Iroquois In-
dians of New York and Ontario met for
the ninth time in 10 years at Red House,
N. Y, to discuss the theme, “Exploring
ways of achieving cooperation in anthro-
pological studies in the Northeast.” This
theme provided a vehicle for discussing
state and local relationships in archeol-
ogy, professional and amateur responsi-
bilities in archeology and ethnology, the
roles of local and regional museums,
and relationships between universities as
training centers and the opportunities
provided by the conference for field
work.

The conference was limited to 35 in-
vited participants who had recently con-
tributed to the advancement of Iroquoian
research, of whom 28 attended. The Red
House conferences are traditionally fam-
ily affairs; until the rains of this year,
the glorious autumn weather has made
these week-ends a pleasant outing. For
the continued use of the administration
building and quarters of the Allegany
State Park, the conference is indebted to
Charles E. Congdon, chairman of the
Allegany State Park Commission, and to
M. H. Deardorff of Warren, Pennsyl-
vania, who was host at the “doings” of
the Very Little Water Society.

The annual Iroquois Conference owes
its inspiration to the late F. G. Speck and
has from the beginning been organized
and chaired by W. N. Fenton, who this
year was assisted in planning by W. A.
Ritchie and C. E. Gillette. The confer-
ence has no formal organization and no
regular members. The attendance com-
prises mainly anthropologists, many of
whom are part-time workers in archeol-
ogy, ethnology, language, and history—
the only prerequisite is an active and
contributing interest in some phase of
Iroquoian studies.

The agenda included the following dis-
cussions: State and Local Relations led
by John Witthoft (Pennsylvania Museum
Commission); Professional and Amateur
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Relations led by William A. Ritchie
(New York State Museum and Science
Service); Museum and University Rela-
tions, Irving Rouse (Yale University);
Ethnologist and Indian, Anthony F. C.
Wallace (University of Pennsylvania);
and the Structure of Support, W. N.
Fenton. The discussions lasted through-
out Saturday and were actively engaged
in by everyone present. Those who did
not have a chance to say all that oc-
curred to them in the meeting carried on
in small groups far into the night. On
Sunday morning, we heard from the “new
voices” in Iroquoian research, who were
introduced by Wallace. These included
Jacob Gruber (Temple University) on a
study of artistic styles in Iroquois masks;
Cara B. Richards (Cornell University)
on a study of women’s roles at Onon-
daga; David Landy (Harvard University)
on child-rearing practices of the Tusca-
rora; and Anne-Marie Shimony (Yale
University) on the longhouse communi-
ties of Six Nations Reserve, Ontario.

The chairman summarized the high
points of the conference as follows:

1) The need had been identified for an
archeological extension service from the
New York State Museum and Science
Service to local societies, schools, and col-
lectors of New York antiquities.

2) The present type of conference on
the theme of improving state and local
relationships in antiquities of New York
should be repeated at the local level;
such additional conferences are contem-
plated.

3) Sentiment favored education and
diffusion of professional scientific knowl-
edge to the use of legal sanctions to pre-
vent vandalism of sites; it was held that
an antiquities act would be unworkable.

4) Universities such as Yale and To-
ronto should encourage research by state
and local museums but must evaluate
these programs in the light of national
responsibilities. It is recognized that Iro-
quoian studies in archeology, ethnology,
and linguistics have provided part-time
research opportunities for the faculties
and field training for graduate students.

5) It was evident that in arriving at
an over-all program for the conference,
one must know the number of students
available in the universities of the area

and what parts of the program each uni-
versity would assume. There is a need to
identify a few solid projects in language,
social relations and political organization,
personality studies, archeology, and lin-
guistics to show how the main concept
of conservatism can be studied in relation
to change, using the Iroquois field as a
laboratory.

6) From the “new voices” came the
suggestion of a clearing house of research
in progress and research in the recent past
so that young scholars might approach
the field in an intelligent manner.

The discussions and recommendations
on Saturday and Sunday followed the
presentation of a paper appropriate to
the theme for the conference that was
delivered this year by Thomas Grass-
mann of the Mohawk-Caughnawaga Mu-
seum at Fonda, N.Y., on “The excava-
tion of historic Caughnawaga.” Grass-
mann’s talk was illustrated by slides; it
highlighted, very appropriately, excel-
lent cooperation between professional
and amateur scholars in a local setting.

Of the conference last fall, two things
can be said: it identified a new field of
research in the area of Indian education
that is in the trend of the times, when
education and anthropology are finding
common research interests. In the selec-
tion of the theme and in the candor with
which it was discussed, the conference
touched one of the significant problem
areas in the organization of scholarship
—namely, how to foster good communi-
cations among national, state, and local
levels of the community of science with-
out control flowing from the top, and
how provide the amateur, part-time
scholar with a sense of full participation.

W. N. FenTON
New York State Museum
and Science Service, Albany

Meeting Notes

®Roger M. Blough, chairman of the
board, U.S. Steel Corporation, will be
the principal speaker at the opening ses-
sion of the winter general meeting of the
American Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers at the Hotel Statler, New York, 30
Jan.=3 Feb. It is estimated that more than
5000 engineers, scientists, and industrial-
ists will attend the 98 sessions, at which
some 500 papers on electrical engineering
and the allied arts will be presented.

¥ The first International Symposium on
Venereal Diseases and the Treponemat-
oses will be held at the Statler Hotel,
Washington, D.C., 28 May—1 June. The
symposium will be sponsored by the Pub-
lic Health Service, U.S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, and the
World Health Organization. Clarence A.
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Smith, chief of the Public Health Serv-
ice’s Venereal Disease Program, is in
charge of arrangements for the sympo-
sium, which is expected to draw more
than 500 specialists in the field of ven-
ereal disease and the treponematoses. In-
vitations are being sent to individuals in
many foreign countries with the coopera-
tion of WHO, the International Union
Against Venereal Disease, and the Pan
American Sanitary Bureau.

The symposium is open to all physi-
cians, scientists, and professional health
workers. Anyone interested in submitting
a paper should send an abstract before
1 Feb. to Dr. C. A. Smith, Venereal Dis-
ease Program, Public Health Service, De-
partment of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, Washington 25, D.C.

The working languages of the sym-
posium will-be French, Spanish, and Eng-
lish. Arrangements are being made for
simultaneous interpretation of papers in
all three languages during the course of
the meeting.

®The American Astronomical Society
will meet at Ohio State University 21-24
Mar. Both the radiotelescope at Ohio
State and the 69-inch optical telescope
at Perkins Observatory will be available
to meeting participants. A panel dis-
cussion on “Radiotelescopes, present and
future” will be a feature of the program.
For information write to the secretary of
the society, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, McMil-
lin Observatory, Ohio State University,
Columbus 10.

® The fall meeting of the Society for the
Scientific Study of Religion, which took
place at Harvard University, featured ad-
dresses on religion from the point of
view of a psychiatrist, H. A. Murray; an
anthropologist, Clyde Kluckhohn; a so-
ciologist, Talcott Parsons; and a natural
scientist, Phillip Frank.

The spring meeting, which is to be
held in New York on 21 Apr., will have
as its theme “The ministry as a .profes-
sion.” There will be room on the program
for a few unsolicited papers preferably,
though not necessarily, relating to this
topic. Three copies of an abstract of not
more than 300 words should be sent
before 15.Mar. to the chairman of the
planning committee, Charles Y. Glock,
Bureau of Applied Social Research, Co-
lumbia University, New York 27, N.Y.

Society Elections

® Kresge-Hooker Science Library Asso-
ciates: pres., Harvey Merker, Parke-
Davis and Company, Detroit, Mich.; v.
pres., Thomas Boyd; sec.-treas., Icie
Macy Hoobler, Merrill-Palmer School,
Detroit; acting exec. sec., Wendell H.
Powers, Wayne University. Representa-
tive to the AAAS Council is Byron Soule.

® American College of Dentists: pres.,
Kenneth C. Pruden, Paterson, N.J.; pres.-
elect, Gerald D. Timmons, Temple Uni-
versity; v. pres., Hunter S. Allen, Bir-
mingham, Ala.; treas., William N. Hodg-
kin, Warrenton, Va.; exec. sec., O. W.
Brandhorst, 4221 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis,
Mo. Representative to the AAAS Coun-
cil is George C. Paffenbarger.

8 Soil Conservation Society of America:
pres., E. H. Graham, U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Service, Washington, D.C.; Ist v.
pres., J. S. Russell, Des Moines Register
and Tribune, Des Moines, Ia.; 2nd v.
pres., R. G, Hill, Michigan State Uni-
versity; treas., Howard F. Barrows, Aus-
tin-Western Co., Aurora, Ill.; exec. sec.,
H. Wayne Pritchard, 1016 Paramount
Bldg., Des Moines, Ia.

® Society for Experimental Stress Analy-
sis: pres.,, S. S. Manson, National Ad-
visory Committee for Aeronautics; sec.-
treas., W. M. Murray, Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. The vice presidents
are M. M. Leven, -Westinghouse Electric
Corporation, and E. Wenk, Jr., David
Taylor Model Basin. Representative to
the AAAS Council is Miklos Hetenyi.

® Optical Society of America: pres.,
Ralph A. Sawyer, University of Michi-
gan; exec. v. pres., I. C. Gardner, Na-
tional Bureau of Standards; v. pres. for
meetings and local sections, Stanley S.
Ballard, Scripps Institution of Oceanog-
raphy, University of California; sec.,
Arthur C. Hardy, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; treas., E. D. McAlister,
Fastman Kodak Company.

B New Mexico Academy of Science:
pres., John Harty, New Mexico Institute
of Mining and Technology; v. pres.,
Edward G. Damon, Alamogordo High
School; sec.-treas. and representative to
the AAAS Council, C. Clayton Hoff,
University of New Mexico.

Forthcoming Events

February

7-9. Western Joint Computer Coni.,
annual, San Francisco, Calif. (D. C.
Holmes, Shell Development, Emeryville,
Calif.)

9-10. Soc. of American Military En-
gineers, annual, Chicago, Ill. (D. A. Sul-
livan, 72 W. Adams St., Chicago 90.)

9-11. Inst. of Radio Engineers, 8th an-
nual Southwestern regional conf., Okla-
homa City, Okla. (C. O. Hart, Box 764,
Oklahoma City.)

13-17. American Soc. of Civil Engi-
neers, Dallas, Tex. (ASCE, 33 W. 39 St.,
New York 18.)

16—17. National Conf. on Transistor
Circuits, 3rd, Philadelphia, Pa. (J. D.
Chapline, Remington Rand, Inc., 2360 W.
Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia 29.)

19-23. American Inst. of Mining and
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Metallurgical Engineers, New York, N.Y.
(E. O. Kirkendall, AIME, 29 W. 39 St.,
New York 18.)

19-23. Soc. of Economic Geologists,
New York, N.Y. (O. N. Rove, Union Car-
bide and Carbon Corp., New York 17.)

20-22. American Educational Research
Assoc., annual, Atlantic City, N.J. (F. W.
Hubbard, AERA, 1201 16 St., NW, Wash-
ington 6.)

23-25. National Soc. of College Teach-
ers of Education, Chicago, Ill. (C. A.
Eggertsen, School of Education, Univ. of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.)

24-25. American Physical Soc. Houston,
Tex. (K. K. Darrow, APS, Columbia
Univ., New York 27.)

26—29. American Inst. of Chemical En-
gineers, Los Angeles, Calif. (F. J. Van
Antwerpen, AIChE, 25 W. 45 St., New
York 36.)

28-29. Scintillation Counter Sympo-
sium, 5th, Washington, D.C. (G. A. Mor-
ton, RCA Laboratories, Princeton, N.J.)

March

9-10. Midwest Conf. on Theoretical
Physics, Iowa City, Iowa. (J. M. Jauch,
Dept. of Physics, State Univ. of Iowa,
Towa City.)

12-16. National Assoc. of Corrosion
Engineers, 12th annual, New York, N. Y.
(Secretary, NACE, Southern Standard
Bldg., Houston 2, Tex.)

14-17. National Science Teachers As-
soc., Washington, D.C. (R. H. Carleton,

NSTA, 1201 16 St.,, NW, Washington 6.)

15-16. Food Physics Symposium, 1st
international, San Antonio, Tex. (C. W.
Smith, Southwest Research Inst.,, San
Antonio.)

15-17. American Orthopsychiatric As-
soc., 33rd annual, New York, N.Y. (M.
F. Langer, AOA, 1790 Broadway, New
York 19.)

15-17. American Physical Soc., Pitts-
burgh, Pa. (K. K. Darrow, APS, Colum-
bia Univ., New York 27.)

15-17. Kappa Delta Pi, annual, Still-
water, Okla. (E. I. F. Williams, 238 E.
Perry St., Tiffin, Ohio.)

16-18. International Assoc. for Dental
Research, St. Louis, Mo. (D. Y. Burrill,
129 E. Broadway, Louisville 2, Ky.)

17-18. National Soc. of Professional
Engineers, annual spring, Washington,
D.C. (K. E. Trombley, NSPE, 1121 15
St., NW, Washington 5.)

18-24. American Soc. of Photogram-
metry, annual, joint meeting with Ameri-
can Cong. on Surveying and Mapping,
Washington, D.C. (ACSM-ASP, Box 470,
Washington 4.)

19-21. Div. of Fluid Dynamics, Ameri-
can Physical Soc., Pasadena, Calif. (F. N.
Frenkiel, Applied Physics Lab., Johns
Hopkins Univ., 8621 Georgia Ave., Silver
Spring, Md.)

19-22. American Acad. of General
Practice Scientific Assembly, 8th annual,
Washington, D.C. (AAGP, Broadway at
34th, Kansas City 11, Mo.)

19-22. Inst. of Radio Engineers Na-
tional Convention, New York. (E. K.
Gammett, IRE, 1 E. 79 St., New York 21.)

19-23. American Soc. of Tool Engi-
neers, Chicago, Ill. (H. C. Miller, Armour
Research Foundation, 35 W. 33 St., Chi-
cago 16.)

21-22. National Health Forum, New
York, N.Y. (T. G. Klumpp, National
Health Council, 1790 Broadway, New
York 19.)

21-23. American Power Conf., 18th an-
nual, Chicago, Ill. (R. A. Budenholzer,
Illinois Inst. of Technology, Chicago 16.)

21-24. American Astronomical Soc. Co-
lumbus, Ohio. (J. A. Hynek, McMillin Ob-
servatory, Ohio State Univ., Columbus.)

23-24. Eastern Psychological Assoc.,
Atlantic City, N.J. (G. G. Lane, Univ. of
Delaware, Newark.)

24-25. American Psychosomatic Soc.,
13th annual, Boston, Mass. (T. Lidz, APS,
551 Madison Ave., New York 22.)

24-31. Perspectives in Marine Biology,
La Jolla, Calif. (A. A. Buzzati-Traverso,
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La
Jolla.) .

25-28. American Assoc. of Dental
Schools, annual, St. Louis, Mo. (M. W.
McCrea, 42 S. Greene St., Baltimore 1,
Md.)

25-29. American College Fersonnel As-
soc., Washington, D.C. (Miss C. M.
Northrup, Univ. of Denver, Denver,
Colo.)

(See 16 Dec. issue for comprehensive list)
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