
ELBERT DECOURSEY, brigadier general 
and commandant of the Army Medical 
Service School at  Brooke Army Medical 
Center, was made an honorary member 
of the National Society of Anatomical 
Pathology of Venezuela when he attended 
the sixth Venezuelan Congress of Medi-
cal Scientists at Caracas 18-26 Nov. 

JOHN C.  GIBSON, n, research associate 
in medicine at Hanlard Medical School 
and associate in medicine, Peter Bent 
Brigham IIospital, has been honored by 
the American Association of Blood 
Banks for research that has extended 
the life of red cells in collected blood. 
With his associates, Gibson developed a 
citrate-phosphate-dextrose solution that 
reduces the damage suffered by red 
blood cells during and following blood 
collection. 

Working with Gibson were WALTER 

SCHEITLIN, research fellow in medicine, 
FIarvard Medical School and Peter Bent 
Brigham I-Iospital, and WILLIAX P. 

M U R P I I Y ,  JR., and SEARLE REES, both of 
whom were formerly on the school and 
hospital staffs. 

TRUatAN 0. WOODRUFF, who has been 
serving as research associate in physics 
a t  the University of Illinois, has been 
appointed research associate in the 
metallurgy and ceramics department of 
the General Electric Research Labora-
tory, Schcnectady, N.Y. 

ALBERT I. MENDELOFF of the lvashing-
ton University School of Medicine, St. 
Louis, has been appointed associate pro-
fessor of medicine at  Johns Hopkins 
Medical School and physician on the 
staff of Johns Hopkins I-Iospital. He also 
has been named clinical chief of the 
staff in medicine at the Sinai Hospital 
in Baltimore, Md. 

P. ar. AUSTIN ROURICE, assistant direc-
tor of the Irish Meteorological Service 
and ch:~~tmanof an international group 
of expcrts established by the World 
Xletenrological Organization to deal with 
plant-tl~scace problems, has recently 
started a I-year mission in Chile under 
the allgpices of the United Nations Tech-
nical i\\cistance Program. I ie  will advise 
the Clltir,l~lGo~ernmenton meteorologi-
cal control of the potato blight, ~vhich 
in the last 5 years has become a serious 
menace sn Ch~le.  

Necrology 

ALBERT R. RECHTEL,Indianapolis, 
Ind.; 73; emeritus professor of botany 
and chairman of the department from 
1920 to 1950 at \\'abash College; 12 Dec. 

EDWIN 81. BLAKE, Mt. Kisco, N.Y.; 
87; mathematician; 20 Dec. 

BENJAMIN B. FREUD, Chicago, Ill.; 71; 

emeritus professor and first chairman of 
the chemistry department at  Illinois In-
stitute of Technology; 12 Dec. 

c. RILEY HOUCK,Memphis, Tenn.; 
39; associate professor of physiology at  
the University of Tennessee; expert on 
kidney function and hypertension; 10 
Dec. 

SEYMOUR RORKES, Durham, N.C.; 33; 
associate professor of biochemistry at  the 
Duke University School of Medicine, 
Durham, N.C.; 10 Dec. 

SIEGFRIED W. LANDSRERGER, New Ro-
chelle, N.Y.; 79; chemical engineer and 
food preservation expert; 12 Dec. 

J A M E S  ~IcELGIN,Philadelphia, Pa.; 
54; chemical engineer with the E. F. 
Houghton, Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; 7 Dec. 

Education .The chemistry drpartment of Howard 
University has inaugurated a graduate 
program leading to the Ph.D. degree. 
This is the first department in the uni-
versity to begin training at this level. The  
department has 6 doctoral candidates en-
rolled in the new program. 

With the initiation of the additional 
graduate training, the chemistry depart-
ment has made arranqements for cxtend-
ing its activities in biochemistry by en-
listing the cooperation of the department 
of biochemistry of the College of Medi-
cine. Lloyd H. h'rwman, hcad of that 
department, and Lawrcnce M. Marshall 
and Felix Fri~dberz.mcmhcrs of the bio-"2 

chemistry faculty, will participate in the 
new curriculum of the chcmistry depart-
ment by offering advanccd courses in 
special topics of biochemistry and by 
supervising the research undertalren by 
graduate studcntc; working toward ad-
vanced degrees. Toyether with Victor J. 
Tulane. associate ~rofesqorof biolo~ical u 

chemistry in thc chemiztry department, 
the four mcn will constitute the biochem-
ical division of the department of chem-
istry. .Tlze S ~ p ~ r i o rP~tfiZ'l in Junior High 
School Mothpn~ntics is the name of a 
new Office of Education bulletin by Earl 
hf. MclVilliams and Kenneth E. Brown. 
T o  secure data for this new publication, 
the authors visited classrooms in 140 
junior hiah schools from hfaine to Cali-
fornia. Schools were selected because of 
their educational provisions for the su-
perior pupil. These provisions are de-
scribed. 

The use of class activities such as 
mathematics clubs, contests, various con-
ferences, and so forth are discussed. 
IVays of idcntifying superior students 
are presented. The publication may be 
obtained for 25 cents from the Super-
intendent of Documents, U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C. 

Lowell Technological Institute has es-
tablished a new 4-year course leading to 
the B.S. degree in general engineering. 
The course will train graduates who wish 
to cut across the traditional lines of en-
gineering specialisation; it will be avail-
able to incoming freshmen in September. 
I t  does not require the introduction of 
new subjects or equipment but primarily 
regroups present engineering courses. 

A nurse-midwife school, perhaps the 
first to be offered in a university obstetri-
cal clinic, will be resumed at  Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, with the aid 
of a $75,000 grant from the China Medi-
cal Board of New York, Inc. The object 
is to train as many foreign students as 
possible, as well as American nurses 
planning to serve abroad, in this field 
of special importance in underdcvel-
oped regions. 

The board's work in China, which was 
primarily support of the Peking Union 
Medical College, has had to be discon-
tinued since 1950 because of the pre-
vailing political conditions. I t  now con-
cerns itself with problems of medical 
education in all of Southeast Asia. Grants 
to institutions in the United States have 
been made primarily to further this 
policy. 

A series of television programs demon-
strating a fundamental medical teaching 
technique, the grand-rounds tour of hos-
pital wards with discussions of significant 
cases by outstanding clinicians, will be 
telecast from Boston, Mass., on a series 
of closed circuits to some 50 cities 
throughout the country. The series will 
originate at the New England Medical 
Center and at Tufts University School 
of Medicine. It  is being sponsored by the 
Upjohn Company and is a part of the 
Bingham Associates Program of Post-
graduate Medical Education at  the 
New England Medical Center. 

The first telecast, which will take place 
on the evening of 18 Jan., will give 
physicians who view it an opportunity 
to watch a group of specialists partici-
pate in the "Management of acute ab-
dominal emergencies." This program 
will be devoted to abdominal problems 
that occur in everyday practice-for ex-
ample, massive gastrointestinal hcmor-
rhage, acute appendicitis, perforated 
viscus, and acute gall bladder. 

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards 

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, Inc., 
has awarded the first group of a series of 
grants that will be made in the future 
from the foundation's fund for basic re-
search in the physical sciences. This fund, 
which was established earlier this year, 
was made possible by a personal gift of 
$5 millon from Mr. and Mrs. Alfred P. 
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Sloan, Jr. The grants just announced to-
taled $235,000 and were awarded to 24 
faculty members who are engaged in 
basic scicntific research at 16 colleges and 
universities. 

a Ten predoctoral and four postdoctoral 
National Science Foundation scholar-
ships will be available for study and re-
search at  the Duke University Marine 
Laboratory, Beaufort, N.C., for the sum-
mer of 1956. The predoctoral scholar-
ships are open to graduate studcnts from 
any institution; the postdoctoral scholar-
ships arc limited to applicants from the 
southeast. Applications must be com-
pleted by 1 Apr.  Blanks and information 
may be sccurcd from Dr. I. E. Gray, De-
partment of Zoology, Duke University, 
Durham, N.C. 

Two prcdoctoral fellowships are offered 
jointly by the C;eophysical Laboratories 
of the Carncgie Institution, IVashington, 
D.C., and ,Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Altl .  The fellowships cover a 
2- to 3-year period. The stipend for the 
first academic year is $2400. During this 
year the fello\vship holder is chiefly en-
gaged in course work at the univcrsity. 

Starting with the second year, he trill 
spend most of his time at  the Geophysical 
Laboratory usorkinq on a problem for 
his dissertation. The duration of this 
period is variable and may amount to 
approximately 2 years. The stipend starts 
a t  $200 pcr month, plus provision for 
university tuition, and is increased to 
$225 per month during the concluding 
period of trnure. 

Application for the fellowship, sup-
ported by transcripts and recommcnda-
tions, must be scnt before I Mar. to Prof. 
Ernst Cleo$, Geology Department, Johns 
Hopkins University, Balitmore 18, hld. 

The Ofice of Naval Research Aclvisory 
Panel for Rlicrobiology will mept next 
spring; proposals for O N R  support of 
research in niicrobiology to be re\ ir\vcd 
at  that meeting must be submitted be-
fore I Mar. 

q Postdortornl research associate appoint-
ments are bcinq offered at I3roolthaven 
National Lalmratory that providc oppor-
tunities for rcsrarch in physics, chcmistry, 
biology, and rngineering. Those phnccr of 
research arc cmphacized which deal \\.ith 
studies of the structure of the nuclei of 
atoms, hiyh-cncrgy particles, the utiliza-
tion of the new nuclear techniqurs in 
basic chemical and biological problems, 
and in enqineering studies of the utiliza-
tion of nurlcar energy. 

A research as~ociatemay formulate and 
carry out his investigation eithcr indeprn-
dently or in collaboration with a scnior 
member of the laboratory staff. All usual 
and many special instrumental facilities 
are available. 

Research associate appointments are 
made for a period of 1 year; they may be 
renewed for an additional year. During 
his term, the research associate is ex-
tended all the privileges afforded to regu-
lar members of the laboratory's scientific 
staff. Those interested should submit their 
applications by 15 Feb. to Dr. R. C. An-
dcrson, Brookhaven National Laboratory, 
Upton, N.Y. 

.The Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear" 
Studies lias recently issued a new bro-
chure describing the Oak Ridge graduate 
fellowship program. The  brochure ex-
plains that a graduate student in mathe-
matics, chcmistry, physics, engineering, 
biology, or other scientific field may, on 
application of his graduate dean, receive 
a fcllo\vsl~ip appointment in order to 
carry out his thesis research at  Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory or one of the other 
Atomic Encrgy Commission laboratories 
at Oak Ridge. 

Although a fellowship may be awarded 
before a studvnt has completed his aca-
drmic work, i t  docs not become effective 
until he ha? completed the course and 
Iznguage rcquircmcnts and the prelimi-
nary or qnnlifying examinations at his 
university. His research is supervised by 
a committee appointed by his graduate 
dean and, on succcs\ful completion of re-
search and the fulfillment of other uni-
versity rcquircments, the fcllow is 
awardcd his degree by the university. 

Basic stipend for doctoral candidates 
is $2100 for 12 months; there is an ad-
ditional annual allowance of $300 for a 
wife and $700 for onr or more depcndent 
children. Master's dcqree studcnts in cer-
tain scirncc.~niny also he awarded fellow-
ships; thr basic stipend for master's can-
ditlntes is $1600 for 12 months, with an 
additional annual allowance of $400 for 
a \\rife and $700 for one or more de-
pcndcnt children. Initial appointmcnts 
are for 1 yrar and are renewable. Fel-
lo~trsmay not hr cnqagcd in any other 
.r\.ork for rrmunrrntion during the term 
of their appointmcnts. Copics of the bro-
chure and additional information may 
he ol~taincdby writing the University Re-
lations Di\-ision, Onk Ridye Institute of 
Nuclear Studies, P.O. Box 117, Oak 
Ridge, Tcnn. 

Miscellaneous 

a The International Commission on Zoo-
loqica1 Nnmrnclnturc has announced that 
on 30 June it  ~ c r i l lstart voting on the fol-
lowing cases involving the possible use of 
its plenary powers for the purposes spe-
cified a~a ins teach entry. Full details 
were published on 30 Dec. 1955 in the 
Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature in 
parts 9 and 10 of volume 11. 

1 )  Bithynia Leach, 1818 (c1. Gastro-
poda) , validation. 

2) Osmerus (cl. Pisces) as from Lin-
naeus, 1758, validation. 

3 )  Phillipsinellu Novak, 1886 (cl. Tri-
lobita) , validation. 

4 )  Gempylus Cuvier, 1829, and ser-
pens Guvier, 1829 (Gempylus) C1. 
Pisces), validation. 

5 )  Seguenziceratidae Spath, 1924 (Cl. 
Cephalopoda, Order Ammonoidea), sup-
pression. 

6 )  Lepisma Linn., 1758 (Cl. Insecta), 
gender. 

7 )  Pagurus Fab., 1775, and associated 
family-group name (CI. Crustacea, Or-
der Decapoda), suppression. 

In  addition, an application for the use 
of the plenary powers in the following 
case was published this month in part 12 
of volume 9 of the Bulletin: Curtis, 1837, 
ed. 2 of Guide arrangement Brit. Ins., 
suppression of, for the purpose of selec-
tion of type species of genera. 

Comments should be sent as soon as 
possible to the commission's secretary, 
Francis Hemming, secretary to the com-
mission, 28, Park Village East, Regent's 
I'ark, London, N.W. 1. 

m The smallest and earliest human em-
bryo, consisting of only two cells and no 
more than 5 days old, has been added to 
the collection of the Carncgie Institution 
of Washington's department of embry-
ology in Baltimore, Md. This two-celled 
embryo-and one of 12 cells, another of 
58 cells, and a fourth of 107 cells-close 
thc last gap in the collection. It  now has 
human embryos from the earliest stage 
of development to the end of the em-
bryonic period. 

.A list of chairmen of departmcnts of 
mathematics has been compiled and is 
now available upon request at the head-
quarters oflice of the American hlathe-
matical Society, 80 Waterman St., Provi-
dence, R.I. Requcsts may also be sent 
to the ofice of the secretary of the 
society, Prof. E. G. Bcglc, Leet Oliver 
Rlemorial Hall, Yale University, New 
IIaven 11, Conn. 

.The first article in the January issue of 
The  Scientific Monthly is "Reccnt dcvel-
opmcnts in the detection and mcasure-
ment of infrared radiation" by R. A. 
Smith. The other articlcs in this issue in-
clude "Some merits and micinterpreta-
tions of scientific method" by Paul F. 
Schmidt, "Survey of the Gothic Natural 
Area" by IIerbert A. McCullough, and 
"A biologist looks at human nature" by 
Lud\vig von Bertalanffy. 

In the "Scicnce on the March" section 
there is an account of a "New attempt 
to cross Antarctic" by D. G. Stratton. 
A report by FIilary J. ncason on the 
AAAS traveling high-school science li-
braries is contained in "Association Af-
fairs." Wine books are reviewed in this 
issue. 
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