
the threshold of invcstigational carccrs 
or who arc handicapped by inadcquate 
resources and facilities. The committee 
docs not ordinarily approvc grants for 
research the results of I\ hich constitute 
partial fulfillment of rcquireinents for 
an academic dcgrec. 

The Explorers Club has adopted a ncw 
rulc under mhich grants from the 'x-
ploration Fund may be given to scien-
tists mho arc not members of thc club. 
Application blanks may be obtaincd by 
writing to thc Explorers Club, 10 IY. 
72 St., New York 23. 

The department of biochemistry, Uni-
~~crs i tyof Iliashington, announces the 
availability of tfaching and rcscarch as-
sistant~hipsfor the acadcniic yfar 1956-
57. Thcse assistantships carry a stipend 
of $150 per inonth and remission of tu-
ition and laboratory fees. 

In  addition, a number of rcsearch as-
aistantships arc offered for thf suinincr 
months. Appllcqnts having a bachelor's 
d e ~ r e ein chemistry, or  its equi~~alent,  
are i n ~ ~ i t e dto apply before 15 .!Mar. by 
writing to the executivc officer, Dr. Hans 
Scurath, Dcpartinent of Elocheinistry, 
University of IYashington, Scattle 5. 

In the Laboratories .Vitro L.aboratories, a di~visionof Vitro 
Corporation of America, plans to build a 
$1-million laboratory near Silver Spring, 
Md. The new laboratory will replace the 
present leased facilities of the Silver 
Spring Laboratory of the division, and 
will allow for grcatly incrcascd fxpansion 
and inany improveincnts. Vitro has pur-
chasfd 35 acrfs in Montgomery County, 
7 miles north of the prfsent laboratory. 
Ground mill bc broken early next year 
and thf first building will bc rcady for 
occupancy by 1957. 

'Thc initial laboratory structurc calls 
for 55.000 sauarf feet of usablf floor 
space, suitable for 350 pcrsons, as \\ell as 
storage and othcr auxiliary features. The 
design \\.ill permit an early cxpansion to 
100,000 square fcet of floor spacc. 

'The Silver Spring Laboratory carrics 
out research, development, and cnginccr-
ing contracts for both Government and 
industry, chiefly for the Navy and largely 
in the field of weapons systcms, including 
underwater ordnance and guidcd niis-
sile:~. 

.The cntry of Raythcon Manufacturing 
Coinpany, Waltham, Mass., into the 
atomic energy ficld was announced on 8 
Dcc. with the publication of its pain-
phlet, N u c l ~ a rReactor Data. The  book-
let lists all significant data on evcry 
nuclcar reactor that is knomn to be al-
ready built or undcr construction any-

I\-here in the world, including six in the 
Soviet L-nion. 

The study that resulted in thc booklet 
\\.as carricd out under the dircction of 
William A. Robba, head of the firm's 
nuclear power group in the research di-
vision. Material was gathered from a 
wide variety of sourccs, including scien-
tific journals and other published works 
in inany languagcs. Thc entire project 
was aided greatly by the declassification 
of significant quantities of information 
for the Geneva Confercnce. 

A feature of the pamphlet is a compre-
hensive chart listing all reactors built 
~ i n c eEnrico Fermi constructed the first 
one in Chicago 13 years ago, and includ-
ing thosc that arf partially constructed 
or definitely planncd and enginecred for 
futurc construction. Facts and figures 
were checked against two or more sources 
)\-hereverpossible. The chart sho~vsup to 
50 principal characteristics of each of the 
nearly 100 reactors listed. These charac-
teristics include the function, builder, 
location, and important technical fea-
t u r e  of thc reactors. 

MA nrw chcmical plant will be con-
structed by the Glidden Coinpany at 
Port St. Joe, Fla., to u t i l i~cthe crudc 
skiinmings creatcd as a bv-product by 
the St. Joe Paper Company and othcr 
southcrn kraft paper mills The ncw unit 
will produce crude and distillcd tall oil, 
high grade fatty acids, premium-grade 
tall oil rosins, and by-product pitch The 
Port St. Joe facility mill be the fourth 
chcinical plant to be operated by Glid-
dcn in the South. 

Miscellaneous 

Installation of a Foucault pcndulu~n 
is now nearing coniplction in the rnain 
lobby of the Gcncral Asscmbly Building 
s t  Cnitcd Nations I-Ieadquarters in New 
York. The pfnduluni, a gift to thc U.N. 
from thf Govcrninent of the Ncther-
lands, util i~esthe principle first dfmon-
stratcd by thc French physicist, Jean 
Eernard Leon Foucault, in Paris in 1851, 
I\ hrn he suspended a heavy sphcre from 
the dome of thc Panthcon by a 220-foot 
wire. A pin was attachcd to the undcr-
side of thc large ball, and at each swing 
the pin swept ovcr a ridge of sand ar-
ranged on an inncr railing insidc a spcc-
tators' circular railing. At each swing the 
pin cut into the sand pilc. I t  was almost 
imincdiately observed that the plane of 
vibration shifted slowly in a clockwisc 
direction, thc rate of deviation being 
some 11 degrees an hour. Actually the 
floor was turning around under the pen-
dulum because of the earth's daily rota-
tion. 

For thc U.N. installation, a 200-pound 
gold-platcd sphcre is being suspendcd 

froin the ceiling 75 feet abovc thc Roor 
of the Asscnibly lobby, and directly 
a b o ~ ~ ea stair landing connecting the 
lobby )\it11 thc main entrancc to thc 
Gencral Assembly hall. A stainless steel 
wire will hold the sphere in such a man-
ner as to allow the weighted ball to swing 
frecly in any planc. 

The sphere, 12 inches in diainctcr, will 
swing dircctly over a raised inftal ring, 
soine 6 feet in diameter and containing 
aia electromagnet in the center. When 
activated, thc elcctroinagnet will cause 
an imeulse in the ball sufficient to oLrer-
come the rcsistance of the air and fric-
tion at  the suspcnsion above. Thc spherc 
will thus swing continuously as a pendu-
lum, its plane shifting slowly in a clock-
wise direction, as it did in Foucault's 
original experiment. 

Installation of the pcnduluin is undcr 
the supervision of IVilliam Bahler, a 
physicist of the Phillips Coinpany, Eind-
hoven, Netherlands. Inscribed on the 
shaft supporting the clectroinagnetic 
ring is the following message: "It is a 
privilege to live this day and tomorrow. 
Juliana." 

n The U.S. Inforination Agcncy's pani-
phlet Atomic Pozevr for Peace has bcen 
printed in 35 languages for a total of 
alinost 6% million copies since h4ay 
1954. .The Engineering Societies Directory, 
a conipletc list of all engineering so-
cieties in the United Statcs, together 
with pertinent inforination about thcni, 
will be published by the Engineers Joint 
Council. The tentative rcleasc date is 1 
Junc 1956. The  Directory will bc a new 
publication, not a rcvision of the Engi-
neering Societies Yearbook,  which has 
hecn discontinued. 

Questionnaires will be ~nailcdto all 
known societics about 16 Jan. and should 
be returned to EJC by I Mar.  If a so-
cicty has not received such a question-
naire, it should ~vritcthe Engineers Joint 
Council, 29 \V. 39 St., Ncw York. 

The L-nivcrsity of Ilicstern Australia is 
establishing a mcdical school and invites 
applications for the chairs of anatomy, 
biochcniistry, medicinc, microbiology, 
pathology, physiology, obstctrics and 
gynccology, and surgcry. Closing date for 
rcccipt of applications is 31 Jan. 

A competitive examination for ap-
pointment of mcdical and dcntal officers 
to the regular corps of the U.S. Public 
Hcalth Service will be hcld on 20, 21, 
and 22 Mar. at various places through-
out the United States. A candidate will 
be tested at the examinins center nearcst 
his home. Applications must be received 
in the Public Health Service, Washing-
ton 25, D.C., no later than 10 Feb. 
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