vided. A number of relatives from the
island groups have come to Majuro to
live with their kin.

While the physicians who are caring
for the islanders have reported that at
the end of 1 year there are no continuing
ill effects from the fallout, the checks on
their condition will be continued for
many months, or perhaps years to come.
Eventually the people will all be re-
turned, if they so desire, to their native
islands, but in the meantime the Atomic
Energy Commission and the Navy are
both thoroughly inspecting the habitats
to make sure there will be no hazards
from anything—vegetation, water, or
dwellings—that might contain lingering
radiation.

Asian Wildlife Conservation

Ecological studies are one answer to
preservation of threatened species, ac-
cording to Lee M. Talbot of the Univer-
sity of California, who recently traveled
through 30 countries of the Middle East
and South and Southeast Asia on a
6-month mission for the Survival Service
of the International Union for the Pro-
tection of Nature. Purpose of the trip
was to survey the present status of some
of the world’s rarest animals and to de-
termine how the IUPN can best co-
operate with local authorities in wild-
life conservation measures. Data were
obtained through discussions with con-
servationists, scientists, and government
leaders and from expeditions into the
remote habitats of some of the animals
that are threatened.

Talbot’s visits and expeditions were
generally arranged by the host govern-
ments. He was encouraged by the inter-
est in wildlife problems exhibited by the
governments of India, Burma, Malaya,
and Indonesia, and by their invaluable
cooperation with the IUPN survey
project.

India, for example, has established a
country-wide Indian Board for Wildlife,
and subsequently, individual state boards.
The country has the last surviving speci-
mens of the Asian lion. Under govern-
ment protection their population has in-
creased from less than a dozen individ-
uals in 1900 to nearly 300 this year. Al-
though the lions are protected from most
hunting, their habitat in the Gir Forest
in northwest India has been reduced by
about 50 percent in the last 50 years by
overgrazing and subsequent encroach-
ment of agriculture. Since the wild-game
food supply has been diminished by hunt-
ing and by competition with domestic
stock, the lions now kill an estimated 10
cattle a day.

Approximately 300 great Indian rhi-
noceros survive in India’s wildlife re-
serves in Assam and Bengal. An unknown
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number still exist in the Teria area of
Nepal, where nearly 100 specimens were
reported killed last year.

The last Javan rhinoceros are located
in the Udjung Julon Reserve in west-
ern Java. These 20 to 40 animals, and
a rich variety of other Javan wildlife,
are protected by the newly formed Na-
ture Protection Department of the Indo-
nesian Forest Service.

This interest of these governments in
wildlife conservation has generally origi-
nated with scattered individuals—for ex-
ample, ‘E. P. Gee in Assam and A.
Hoogerwerf in Java. Through their stud-
ies and writings, such men have brought
the conservation problem to the attention
of their governments and to some seg-
ments of the public. However, Talbot
stresses that throughout South and South-
east Asia there is no widespread conser-
vation consciousness, that there are vir-
tually no trained wildlife technicians,
and that practically nothing is known of
the ecology of the principal animal
species.

Based on the findings of the study,
Talbot has made the following proposals
to ITUPN to meet the immediate needs
for preservation of threatened species
and for general wildlife conservation:

1) To educate and stimulate wide gen-
eral interest, the publication of an illus-
trated children’s textbook giving a sim-
plified introduction to conservation.

2) The appointment of a wildlife ad-
viser who would be available to govern-
ments that request his services to fulfill
the immediate need for a technical ap-
proach to the problems of wildlife and
the establishment of park areas.

3) The establishment of a program to
assist the authorities in these countries
to set up their own wildlife technician
training organizations.

4) The conduct of ecological studies
of the principal animal species in order
to obtain the necessary data on which to
base effective management programs.

Persons interested in the work of the
TUPN are encouraged to write to the
secretary general at the union’s new ad-
dress: 31 Rue Vautier, Brussels, Belgium.

News Briefs

M The first international training course
for health physicists opened last month
at the Karolinska Hospital, Stockholm,
Sweden. It was organized by the Gov-
ernment of Sweden and the World
Health Organization Regional Office for
Europe in cooperation with the national
atomic energy agencies of various coun-
tries, including the United States.

The 5-week program is being directed
by Elda E. Anderson of Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory. Lecturers are drawn
from the United Kingdom and France.

Participants in the course represent Bel-
gium, Denmark, France, Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, Iceland, Italy, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and
Switzerland.

This course is intended particularly for
physicists in European countries where
atomic energy programs are now in a
rapid and comparatively early stage of
development. The course also provides
for an exchange of experience among
countries where research workers have
been concentrating on different aspects
of radiation protection.

The Stockholm program arises directly
out of the Geneva Conference on the
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy and was
endorsed by government delegates at the
meeting of the WHO Regional Com-
mittee for Europe in Vienna.

® The announcement of the latest Soviet
nuclear explosion on 26 November con-
tained more detail than past announce-
ments, which have been limited to a few
words, one or two sentences at most. The
text of the Soviet statement follows:

“Recently, in connection with the plan
for scientific research and experimental
work in the field of atomic energy, tests
of new types of atomic and thermonu-
clear [hydrogen] weapons have been
carried out in the Soviet Union.

“The tests fully justified the corre-
sponding scientific and technical calcu-
lations, showing the important new
achievements of Soviet scientists and en-
gineers. The last explosion of a hydrogen
bomb was the most powerful of all ex-
plosions carried out until now.

“In the interests of avoiding radio-
active ‘fall out’ the explosion was car-
ried out at a great height. At the same
time wide research was conducted on
questions of the defense of peoples.

“In connection with the fact that
clamor has been raised in certain West-
ern countries over the above-mentioned
tests in the U.S.S.R., Tass is authorized
to state the following:

“The Soviet Government has stood
and does stand for the prohibition of
atomic and thermonuclear weapons with
the establishment of effective interna-
tional control.

“Such a decision would permit the
use of atomic energy to be directed to-
ward exclusively peaceful aims. Pro-
posals for the unconditional prohibition
of atomic and the thermonuclear weap-
ons were made by the Soviet Union both
in the United Nations organization and
at the recent conference of the four
powers’ foreign ministers in Geneva, but
were not accepted. The Soviet Union
also submitted a proposal for the moral
and political condemnation of atomic
and hydrogen weapons.

“The Western powers also refused to
accept this proposal.
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