
sonal flavor. By contrast, this book on 111- 
inois flora is quite impersonal and is pre- 
sumably based on the examination of a 
larger number of specimens. In terms of 
kinds of plants in the two states, the fig- 
ures for Indiana are 141 families, 690 
genera, and 2140 species ( 16 percent in- 
troduced) ; for Illinois, 156 familie';, 785 
genera, and 2450 species (approximately 
25 percent introduced). So far a:; one 
may judge by a hasty check, the figures 
are fairly comparable. 

The authors remark that "The science 
of taxonomy consists also of intrnsive 
studies of the plants of a definite area for 
the purpose of clarifying our knowledge 
of these plants including attempts to shed 
light on the origin and evolution of spe-
cies and their inter-relations with each 
other." Of the 18 nomenclatural combi- 
nations proposed, it is interesting to note 
that 11 are putative hybrids, perhaps 
suggesting a trend in future taxonomic 
studies for which this valuable book will 
form a solid basis. 

LINCOLNCONSTANCE 
Department of Botany, 
University of California, Berkeley 
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