
achievement i n  applied chemistry i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  States. 

Established i n  1906, t h e  medal  honors 
Sir W i l l i a m  Henry  Perkin and c o m m e m -  
orates his discovery o f  t h e  first synthetic 
d y e  i n  1856. T h e  1956 medal  will b e  
presented t o  Britton i n  September  1956 
at a dinner i n  his honor tha t  will f o r m  
part o f  the  centenary celebration o f  Per- 
kin's synthesis. Perkin's contributions 
provided a base for t h e  synthetic d j e  
industry. 

Britton is honored for m a n y  outstand- 
ing contributions t o  industrial organic 
chemical development.  His  early w o r k  
o n  t h e  synthetic production o f  phenol 
m a d e  this raw matkrial abundantly avail- 
able for a large segment o f  t h e  plastics 
industry. Derivatives also f o r m  such 
products as weed  killers, insecticides, 
fungicides, and preservatives. 

Bri t ton also Xvas a pioneer i n  t h e  com-  
mercial development o f  silicone resins, 
t h e  basis for a n  entirelv n e w  industrv. 
D o w  Corning employed his processes i n  
making  t h e  first high-temperature sili- 
cone resin insulation for airplane engines. 
Subsequently the  company  produced sili- 
cone products for tanning leather, lens 
cleaners, polishes, and lubricants, as well  
as silicone rubber. 

Agriculture is indebted t o  Britton n o t  
on ly  for  his deve lopment  o f  phenol cle-
rivatives, bu t  also for his  synthesis o f  
eight o f  t h e  essential amino  acids; seven 
o f  these are being studied as food supple- 
ments  for  m a n  and animals. O n e  o f  t h e m ,  
methionine,  is t h e  only essential amino  
acid n o w  i n  commercial  production; it 
is widely used i n  feed supplements,  par- 
ticularly for poultry. 

H .  \\ADLEIGH, career scientist 
and administrator i n  t h e  U . S .  Depart- 
m e n t  o f  Agriculture, has been  n a m e d  
ch ie f  o f  t h e  soil and water conservation 
research branch o f  t h e  Agricultural R e -  
search Service. H e  fills a position tha t  
has been  vacant since the  death  o f  Robert  
h i .  Salter i n  September.  

I n  his n e w  post, W a d l e i g h  will direct 
and coordinate U S D A  soils research i n  
41 States, representing all impor tant  
soils regions o f  the  U n i t e d  States. Head-  
quarters o f  his branch are a t  t h e  U S D A  
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, M d .  

WARREN C .  J O E I S S O N ,  professor and 
chairman o f  t h e  Universi ty  o f  Chicago 
depar tment  o f  chemistry,  became d e a n  
o f  t h e  division o f  physical sciences o n  1 
N o v .  H e  succeeds W a l t e r  Bartky,  w h o  
last J u n e  Tvas appointed vice president 
o f  t h e  university i n  charge o f  special 
scientific programs. 

T H O M A S  N. A. J E F F C O A T E ,  p r o f e ~ s o r  o f  
obstetrics and gynecology a t  t h e  Univer-  
sity of Liverpool, Liverpool, England,  is 
visiting professor this m o n t h  at t h e  S ta te  

Universi ty  o f  N e w  Y o r k  College o f  
Medicine i n  Brooklyn. I-Ie also delivered 
t h e  Sir Arcot Mudaliar Lectures i n  
h fadras ,  India,  this year and has recently 
completed a visiting professorship a t  t h e  
Royal  Prince Albert Hospital i n  Sydney,  
Australia. 

T h e  following are among those w h o  
have recently received honorary doctoral 
degrees f r o m  Drexel Institute o f  T e c h -  
nology: ROGER A D A ~ I S ,  head o f  t h e  d e -  
partment o f  chemistry,  Universi ty  o f  Illi-
nois; GEORGE R. HARRISON,  dean  o f  sci- 
ence, hfassachusetts Institute o f  T e c h -  
nology; c. G L E N  K I N G ,  executive director, 
Nutri t ion Foundation; GEORGE P. LAR-
RICK,  Commissioner o f  Food and Drugs; 
HOWARD A. J I E Y E R E I O F F ,  executive direc- 
tor,  Scientific h f a n p o w e r  Commission; 
A L E X A N D E R  C .  X I O N T E I T H ,  vice president, 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation; c. 
GGY S U I T S ,  vice president and director 
o f  research, General Electric C o m p a n y ;  
ROBERT E. \VII.SON, chairman o f  t h e  
board,  Standard O i l  C o m p a n y  ( I n d i -
ana ) . 

Necrology 

TVILLIARI J .  CROZIER,  Be lmont ,  Mass.; 
63; professor o f  general physiology at 
Harvard Universi ty  and research author- 
i ty  o n  h u m a n  vision; 2 hTov. 

J U L I U S  H .  H E S S ,  Chicago,  Ill.; 7 9 ;  pro- 
fessor emeritus o f  pediatrics at t h e  U n i -  
versity o f  Illinois College o f  Medicine;  
2 N o v .  

X O R M A N  D. E I U X I P H R E Y ,  Detroit ,  
Mich.;  44; professor o f  anthropology at 
W a y n e  Universi ty;  30 O c t .  

HOWARD X I .  X I A R J E R I S O N ,  Boston, 
Mass.; 5 9 ;  specialist i n  preventive den-
tistry and lecturer at I-Iarvard Universi ty;  
4 Sept .  

J O E I N  c. TRACY, N e w  Haven ,  Conn.;  
86; professor emeritus o f  civil engineer- 
ing at Y a l e  Universi ty;  1 N o v .  

Education 

' T h e  A t o m i c  Energy Commiss ion  has 
approved t h e  loan o f  2 tons o f  natural 
uranium metal  and a neutron source t o  
N e w  Y o r k  Universi tv  for use i n  con-
structing a facility for  a nuclear cngi- 
neering education program. T h e  univer- 
sity will use the  material i n  a subcritical 
assembly-a facility i n  ~ t ~ h i c h  a neutron 
flux can  b e  produced, b u t  w h i c h  is in -  
capable o f  sustaining a nuclear fission 
chain reaction. T h e  assembly will consist 
o f  a n  arrangement o f  natural uranium 
metal  rods i n  ordinary water.  I f  a neu- 
t ron  source is introduced. nuclear fissions 
occur i n  t h e  assembly, b u t  t h e  reaction 
cannot b e  sustained wi thout  t h e  presence 
o f  the  neutron source. 

T h e  facility requires n o  controls and 
will b e  safe at all times. Neither exoen-
sive shielding nor heat  removal equip- 
m e n t  will b e  necessary. I t  m a y  b e  used 
for  m a n y  laboratory exercises i n  nuclear 
engineering. 

Simultaneously,  t h e  A E C  announced 
tha t  i t  has approved a policy o f  assistance 
t o  nonprofi t  educational institutions in -  
terested i n  establishing programs using 
subcritical nuclear assemblies. S u c h  as- 
sistance \fill consist o f  supplying certain 
materials for  assemblies wi thout  a use 
charge being m a d e ,  subject t o  availabil- 
i ty  and t o  a deetrmination tha t  such m a -  
terials loans xvill result i n  a net  advantage 
t o  t h e  commission's program. T h e  plan 
is designed t o  he lp  t o  alleviate the  cur- 
rent  ihortage o f  nuclear scientists and  
engineers. 

ESixty-six students have  b r e n  accepted 
for t h e  second session o f  t h e  n e w  School 
o f  Nuclear Science and Engineering i n  
Lemont ,  Ill. ,  w h i c h  opened o n  7 Nov.; 
45 are f r o m  foreign countrirs and 21 
f r o m  the  U n i t e d  States. l h e  school is 
operated for t h e  U . S .  A t o m i c  Energy 
Commiss ion  b y  t h e  Argonne h'ational 
Laboratory. I t  is one  o f  the  m a j o r  proj- 
ects undertaken b y  t h e  ihEC i n  coopera- 
t ion  w i t h  t h e  State Depar tment  and t h e  
International Coopcration Administra-
t ion  i n  support o f  President Eisenhower's 
atoms-for-peace program. 

Twenty-one  nations are represented 
among the  foreign enrollees. O f  t h e  U . S .  
students, 18 are sponsored b y  American 
industry and three are f r o m  t h e  A E C .  
Plans are under w a y  for a third session 
t o  begin next  spring. 

T h e  cecond class, like t h e  first, repre- 
sents a cross section o f  scientists and-en- 
gineers f r o m  Europe,  Lat in  America,  and 
t h e  Near,  M i d d l e ,  and Far East, and  
brings t h e  total o f  foreign enrollees for  
t h e  t w o  sessions t o  75 persons f r o m  29 
countries. 

Listed for t h e  first t i m e  are students 
f r o m  Curma,  Chi le ,  the  Republ ic  o f  
China ,  the  Federal Republic o f  Ger-
m a n y ,  India,  Iraq,  Italy, Lebanon,  Nor- 
w a y ,  and T u r k e y .  Nations having stu-
dents  at b o t h  sessiolis are Belgium, 
Egypt ,  France, Israel, Japan,  Mexico ,  
Pakistan, t h e  Philippines, Spain,  
Sweden ,  and Thai land .  

b f o s t  o f  t h e  nelv students arrived i n  
IYashington, D.C., o n  31 O c t .  for a week  
o f  gencral orientation under t h e  direction 
o f  t h e  International Cooperation A d m i n -  
istration. T h e y  were given background 
lectures o n  U.S. history and culture and 
o n  a tomic  energy. T h e  School o f  N u -  
clear Science and Engineering has a 
ful l- t ime faculty  headed b y  N o r m a n  Hil-  
berry, deputy  director o f  Argonne N a -  
tional Laboratory. J .  Barton Hoag,  w h o  
is o n  leave f r o m  t h e  T1.S.Coast  Guard  
Academy,  is associate director. 
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