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F A 0  Decennial 

The  Food and Agricultural Organiza- 
tion of the United Nations has begun its 
second decade of operation. A decennial 
celebration was held 14-16 Oct.  at  the 
Chateau Frontenac, Quebec, Canada. 
Participating in the observance were 
agricultural officials of the United States, 
Canada, and the F A 0  North American 
Regional Office. T h e  Quebec site was 
chosen for the ceremonies because FAO's 
organizing conference was held there on 
16 Oct. 1945. 

Since that time the organization has 
grown from 42 to 71 member nations. 
It is the only international agency set 
up to deal directly with the immediate 
and long-range problems of food and 
farming throughout the world. 

I n  May 1943 representatives of gov- 
c3rnments of 45 countries met a t  Hot 
Springs, Va., to seek ways to banish hun- 
ger and establish a stable world agricul- 
ture. I t  was thought that international 
cooperation might be kept alive if it was 
centered around urgent practical matters 
outside the realm of international politics 
-such problems as how to apply mod- 
ern agricultural science more widely, 
how to apply modern nutrition, and how 
to raise living standards and conditions 
of rural people. Since at that time food 
was one of the world's greatest problcms, 
the representatives to the Hot Springs 
conference decided to create a world-
wid? organization that would work 
toward adequate food supplies for all 
people. 

F A 0  was the first of the permanent 
agencies that were born from the war- 
time partnership of the Allies. John 
Boyd Orr, nutritionist and founder and 
head of the Rowett Research Institute, 
Abcrdcen, Scotland, was elected first 
director-qeneral. The  motto Fiat Panis 
(Let There Re Bread) was adopted. 

F A 0  is a specialized ayency of the 
United Nations system-that is, an or-
ganizational entity separate from the 
U.N. I t  has its own constitution and gov- 
erninq body made up of member nations. 
F A 0  operates, however, under an agree- 
ment with the U.N. to work coopera-
tively toward common objectives. Some 
member governments of F A 0  are not 
members of the U.N. and vice-versa. T h e  

purpose of this agreement with the U.N. 
is to make possible the concentration of 
technical knowledge on world agricul-
tural problcms, and at the same time to 
provide joint action on mutual interna- 
tional problems. 

Under FAO's constitution, member 
nations are pledged to carry out the fol- 
lowinq objectives: ( i )  to raise the levels 
of nutrition and standards of living of 
the peoples of their country and the 
world: ( i i )  to secure improvements in 
the efficiency of production and distri- 
bution of all food and agricultural prod- 
ucts; ( i i i )  to better the condition of rural 
populations; ( iv)  to contribute toward 
an expanding economy. 

T o  carry out these objectives, FAO's 
work is divided into three principal 
categories: ( i )  it collects, analyzes, and 
distributes to member nations the basic 
facts on food and agriculture, forestry, 
and fisheries; ( i i )  it promotes concerted 
national and international action by 
rccommending definite ways and means 
for putting the latest facts and scientific 
methods to use; and (iii) it gives tech- 
nical assistance to member countries re- 
questing it. 

A world food survey in 1946 was one 
of the first jobs completed by FAO. This 
survey drmonstrated the value of collect- 
ing basic data on just how much food 
different peoples are getting and how 
that amount compares with their need. 
The  survey indicated that more than 
half the world's peoples did not have 
enough food to maintain normal health 
prior to World War 11. F A 0  has con-
tinued to make annual reports on world 
food and agriculture. 

When a member country requests 
technical assistance from F A 0  on its 
particular problems, F A 0  can send one 
or more qualifird individuals to work 
with scientists and technicians of the 
country. F A 0  now employs several hun- 
dren specialists in virtually every phase 
of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries and 
has them working in many parts of the 
world. 

F A 0  promotes and coordinates inter- 
national action in many ways. Greece 
set up  a national nutrition service on 
FAO's recommendation. The  locust 
problem in several Central American 
countries and in the Middle East has 

been minimized through a cooperative 
program in which F A 0  has assisted. 

h4any international commissions and 
study groups have been established 
through the aid and encouragement of 
TYO. An example is the International 
Rice Commission, whose purpose is to 
~ a i s e  production and consumption levels 
in rice-eating countries. In  recent years, 
F A 0  has studied the appearance of sur- 
pluses of certain crops in several coun-
tries. After the 1953 F A 0  conference, 
it created a committee to work specifi- 
cally toward an orderly solution of these 
problems. This committee, made up of 
representatives of 2 1 member govern-
ments, including the U.S , periodically 
meets to discuss possible solutions to the 
surplus commodity situation. 

FAO, in reviewing agricultural devel- 
opment of the past decade, says that 
world agricultural ploduction way more 
than 25 percent greater in 1954 than it  
was in 1946-47 (excluding the Commu- 
nist bloc).  T h e  world is now producing 
about 20 percent more rice, milk, and 
cotton than it was before the war; about 
30 percent more wheat, fats, and meat; 
5G percent more fruit and sugar; and 80 
percent more natural rubber. 

World fisheries' production, seriously 
reduced during the war because of loss 
of fishing boats, has increased 20 percent 
over prewar figures. At the end of the 
war, F A 0  estimated that world agricul- 
tural production was down 5 percent and 
that world population was up 10 percent 
from prewar levels, with a consequent 
per-capita fall in production of about 15 
percent. By 1954 production was up  
again, however, and in some countries 
surpluses were beginning to develop in 
wheat, suTar, and cotton. 

In  fact, the changing picture of world 
trade has been striking.. Until 1952, 
North American food exports were three 
to four times larger than they had been 
brfore the war, but at  that time they 
began to decline. O n  the other hand, 
food exports from the Far East are still 
less than half the prewar volume. Euro- 
pean food imports, once high, have set- 
tled down to a figure of about 10 pcrcent 
lower than before the Ivar. Latin Amer- 
ican food imports, although they have 
increased sharply, remain relatively 
small. F A 0  reports that slowness in 
world trade of agricultural products 
arises largely from the drive for greater 
self-sufficiency. 

Dorset Dwellings 

Big, roofless stone houses that be-
longed to the Dorset people were dis-
covered on Walrus Island in the Cana- 
dian subarctic this summer by Henry B. 
Collins, archeologist for the Smithsonian 
Institution. These houses, arranged in a 
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