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Muller's Paper Barred 

During rccent weeks considerable pub- 
licity his bcen  givec t o  t h e  report tha t  
I-I. J .  Mul ler  o f  Indiana Universi ty  was 
no t  pcrmittcd t o  present a paper at t h e  
International Conference  o n  the  Peacc- 
ful  Uses  o f  A t o m i c  Energy tha t  was held 
i n  Geneva  8-20 Aug.  From newspaper 
accounts based o n  interviews w i t h  
Muller,  statements b y  officials o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  Nations, and statements f r o m  
A t o m i c  Encrgy Commiss ion  spokesmen,  
the  facts appear t o  b e  as fol lows: 

RIuller, Nobel  laureate and professor 
o f  zoology at the  Universi ty  o f  Indiana,  
was invited-as urere m a n y  others-to 
submit  a papcr for t h e  Geneva  confcr-  
encc. T h i s  h e  d id .  

I n  a letter datcd 18 J u l y  Muller was 
told b y  t h e  A E C  that  t h e  U . N  had  ' h o t  
requested" his paper and tha t  because 
o f  size limitations o f  the  Uni ted  States 
dclcgation h e  could no t  be included.  
Four days later another lcttcr f r o m  thc  
A E C  t o  Mullcr contained a n  apology 
for t h e  late notice and blamed thc  U . N .  
for  t h e  dclay. 

Bc fore  the  t w o  letters t o  h i m  were 
sent, R/Iullcr had l e f t  for Europe. I Ic  at- 
tended the  Geneva  confcrcncc,  as a spec- 
tator, b u t  did no t  present his  papcr and 
was barred f r o m  taking part i n  t h e  dis- 
cussion because h e  was no t  a n  official 
delegate. 

More  t h a n  a m o n t h  a f ter  the  confer-  
ence began,  W a r r e n  U n n a  o f  t h e  I17ash-
ington Post and Tinzes-Herald reported 
additional facts. H c  obtained f r o m  U.N. 
headquarters i n  N e w  Y o r k  a flat dcnial 
tha t  t h e  U . N .  had barred or " n o t  re-
quested" Muller's papcr and the further 
statcment that  the U . N .  had bcen  in-
structed b y  the A E C ,  i n  a letter datcd 30 
J u n c ,  tha t  Mullcr was no t  a dclegatc 
and that  the  A E C  did no t  w a n t  his papar 
o n  t h e  program. 

Confronted  w i t h  the  U . N .  statcmcnts, 
thc  A E C  t h e n  admi t ted  tha t  it was re- 
sponsiblc for  thc  omission o f  Muller's 
paper. I t  appears tha t  the paper was 
initially rcvicwcd and accepted b y  t h e  
A E C  technical s taf f  tha t  processed the  
confcrcncc papers. B u t  a f ter  thc  paper 
was  fonvarded t o  t h e  U . N .  for oral pre- 
scntation, i t  was decided b y  t h e  A E C  

that  mcnt ion  o f  t h e  Hiroshima bomblng 
m a d e  the  papar "defini tely inadmissable" 
at a conference devoted t o  t h e  peace- 
t i m e  use o f  nuclear energy. 

Accordingly, the  U.N. was requested 
b y  t h c  A E C  t o  omi t  the  papcr and was 
in formed tha t  Muller was no t  a dcle-
gate. A t  t h c  t i m e  this explanation was 
"given., the  A E C  also declared that  n o  
supprcssion o f  Muller's views was in-
volved since his  paper would appear i n  
thc  procecdings vo lumes  t o  b e  published 
i n  a f e w  months  b v  t h e  U.N. 

I n  a statement rnadc t o  t h c  press o n  
3 Oct . ,  Lewis L .  Strauss, chairman o f  
the  A E C ,  cxprcsscd his rcgrct tha t  t h c  
"snafu" had  occurred and declared that  
h e  assumed full responsibility for i t .  H e  
added that  t h e  correct procedure would  
havc b c c n  t o  ask Rllullcr t o  o m i t  m c n -
t ion  o f  Hiroshima. T h e  mistake occurred, 
h e  indicated,  bccausc t h e  A E C  technical 
s ta f f  had had t o  handlc so m a n y  paper< 
i n  such a short t i m e .  

The Soo and the Suez 

T h c  S o o  Canal,  w h i c h  links Lakc  
Superior and Lake  Huron ,  cclcbrated it\ 
centennial year during this past summer .  
T h c  Soo  long has surpassed all other 
canals i n  vo lume o f  t r a f i c ;  frequently it 
has becn  citcd as having. a n  annual vol-  " 
u m c  greater t h a n  t h e  combined tonnages 
o f  t h e  Suez,  Panama, and Kiel canals. 
Howcvcr,  i n  1954 t h e  Soo-propcrl) 
named thc  S t .  Marys Falls Canal-lost 
its position t o  t h e  Sucz. Ironically, this  
occurrcd i n  t h e  canal's 100th ycar o f  
operation and ju\t a year a f t c r  t h e  estab- 
l ishment o f  a n  all-time tonnage record 
o f  128.5 mil l ion net  tons. 

T h e  Sucz outranked the  Soo b )  a 
w i d e  margln; comparative records of 
106.8 and 85.4 mil l ion net tons give a 
di f ference o f  21.4 mil l ion tons. Last year 
marked  t h e  first t i m e  that  the  c o m m o d -  
ities moving through t h e  Suez exceeded 
100 mil l ion net  tons, whereas i n  6 o f  t h c  
last 10 years the  Soo v o l u m e  has passed 
this figure. 

T h i s  change i n  positions was  primarily 
t h e  rcsult o f  the  changc i n  t r a f i c  i n  t w o  
commodities-iron ore and oil. I n  1954 
iron ore represented 7 3  percent o f  t h e  

S o o  tonnage,  and pctrolcum, b o t h  crude 
and ref ined,  accounted for  65 percent o f  
the v o l u m e  through the  Suez. 

I a  1954 t h e  petroleum products tha t  
passed through t h e  Suez reached a next 
peak o f  m o r e  t h a n  69.95 mil l ion ne t  
tons. T h i s  was also Treater, for  the  brst 
t i m e ,  t h a n  t h e  iron orc m o v e m e n t  
through t h e  Soo,  w h i c h  totaled onl! 
62.6 mil l ion nct  tons. A l though t h e  oil 
figure represents a gain o f  m o r e  t h a n  7 
mill ion net tons over the  1953 total, t h e  
v o l u m e  o f  iron ore declined b y  36 mi l -  
lion tons f r o m  the  previous ycar. 

Further expansion o f  t h e  Middlc  East 
oil fields, w h i c h  havc had  a spectacu-
lar deve lopment  since W o r l d  W a r  11, 
largely accounts f o r  the  Suez Canal's in-  
crease. However,  t h e  decrease i n  ship- 
ments  i n  t h e  Soo  was caused b v  eco-
n o m i c  factors. 

T h e  Soo  ore traf f ic  i n  1953 rcachcd a n  
all-tirnc h igh  o f  98.6 mil l ion tons. T h i s  
record flow was the  result n o t  only o f  t h e  
h igh  t c m p o  o f  industrial activity i n  1953, 
bu t  also o f  t h e  1952 steel strike, which  
had delayed ore shipments.  I n  the  first 
h a l f  o f  1954, however,  stcel productioi~ 
Xvas only 71.5 percent o f  rated capacity, 
and this declined t o  64  percent i n  t h e  
third quarter o f  t h e  year. Accompanying 
this decrease i n  d e m a n d  was a record 
impor t  o f  17.9 mil l ion net  tons o f  ore. 
T h e s e  are t h e  conditions tha t  caused t h e  
cargo traf f ic  i n  t h e  Soo  t o  drop  t o  t h e  
lowest v o l u m e  sincc the  1930's except  
for  1916. 

TVhile iron ore has always dominated 
thc  Soo  traf f ic ,  t h e  rise o f  pctrolcum t o  
its dominant  place i n  t h e  Suez trade has 
becn  a post-war phenomenon.  I n  1946 
this c o m m o d i t y  group amounted t o  
about 9.3 mil l ion net  tons, or 38 percent 
o f  the  total traf f ic  be tween  the  R e d  and 
Mediterranean seas. O n l y  8 years later 
t h e  v o l u m e  had increased 754 t imes t o  
account for  two-thirds o f  t h e  total cargo 
tonnage. 

Pipe lines have had a n  impor tant  e f -  
fect  o n  t h e  commerce  o f  b o t h  t h e  Sucz 
and Soo. Lines f r o m  Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq t o  Lebanon o n  t h e  Mediterrancan 
Sca divert largc quantities o f  crude oil 
f r o m  t h e  Sue;. route,  whereas t h e  Soo is 
a f fec ted  b y  the  pipe line f r o m  Dulu th-  
Superior t o  Sarnia, Ontario,  w h i c h  
opened i n  Janua1-y 1954. F r o m  1951, 
w h e n  t h e  pipc line f r o m  thc  Alberta oil 
fields reached the  head o f  t h e  Great  
Lakes, until t h e  Sarnia extension opencd 
i n  1954, t h e  crude moved  eastward i n  
tankers. T h e  1953 v o l u m e  reached 3.4 
mil l ion tons,  b u t  fell t o  one- f i f th  o f  this  
amount  last year. 

I n  comparing t h e  t w o  canals, i t  should 
b e  noted that  because o f  ice t h e  Soo  
locks cannot operate for  more  t h a n  9 
months  a year, whereas t h e  lockless Suez 
nevrr closes. Bascd o n  the  figures f o r  8 
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