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Sanborn C. Brown of Massachusetts Institute of Technology to see what 
can be done. One possibility is the reduction or elimination of the high 
import tariff. The  AAPT cornrnittee has discussed this possibility, with 
encouraging results, with Senator Leverett Saltonstall. Senator Saltonstall 
has invited correspondence from educational groups concerned with the 
problem of securing satisfactory research and teaching equipment. T h e  U.S. 
Com1nis;sioner of Customs has given the follo.iving opinion concerning the 
feasibility of eliminating the irnport tariff. 

"In the Tariff Act of 1913 provision \vas made for the free entry of scien- 
tific apparatus whcn i~nported by certain societies and institutions for edu- 
cational or scientific purposes. This provision of the law \\as ornitted 'by 
Congress frorn the Tariff Act of 1922 and from the current law, Tariff Act 
of 1930. I t  is thc opinion of the Bureau that no unusual administrative 
dif1iculties ~vould be presented by legislation allowing the free entry of the 
merchandise in question for educational institutions.'' 

A more recent precedent is found in the USESCO-sponsored agreement 
to a d ~ n i t  audio-visual aids for educational purposes without duty. The  
United States has signed but not yct ratified this agreement. 

Dropping the tariff would not seriously affect the incorne of equipment 
rnanufacturers. As of 1953, only 11 percent of the nation's research and 
develop~nent expenditurcs \\as chargeablr to educational institutions. The  
fraction that \vent for the purchase of equipment that might come either 
from domestic or foreign suppliers is unknown, but ccrtainly it is small. 

Tt appears that elimination or substantial reduction in current import 
duties ~vould be a great boon to educational institutions and of small mo- 
ment to American industry;. If this expectation is wrong, there remains an 
escape clause in existing tariff la\\- and regulations whereby any special 
concessions can be x~ithdrawn if it can be shown that they cause or threaten 
serious injury to a domes;tic industry producing like or directly competitive 
products. 

Since some excellent and inexpensive educational apparatus is again 
being produced abroad, the AAPT committee believes it desirable to Sacili- 
tate importation and invites the support of other interested groups in bring- 
ing about the hoped-for change-in tariff policy.-1).W. 


