
A third shortcoming is the appreciable 
number of erroneous statements con-
tained in the book. I t  is a difficult job 
to cover as wide a selection of toaics as 
this book does and yet to avoid having 
some misstatements appear. Those noted 
in the material of a basic nature are the 
statements that Born's statistical interpre- 
tation is applicable to a system of many 
electrons only if their mutual interaction 
may be neglected, and that in the scat- 
tering of a pair of electrons, or protons, 
the interaction is purely the coulomb 
force for the case of antiparallel spins 
but greater for parallel spins. 

On the whole, the book gives a survey 
of a broad range of phenomena that can 
be explained by the principles of quan- 
tum theory and a good discussion of 
many topics, including both basic ones 
and those of a more applied nature, but 
a student is not likely to be able to get 
from it by himself a thorough and solid 
understanding of the fundamental prin- 
ciples. 

W. SELOVE 
Physics Depar tment ,  Harvard  Universi ty  

Supplement No. 2, 1955, of Cancer Re- 
search. Negat ive  D a t a  from Experi-
menta l  Cancer C h e m o t h e r a p y  Studies ,  
11.Various contributors. Univ. of Chi- 
cago Press, Chicago, 1955. 397 pp. 

This supplement was published as a 
continuation of data presented in Sup- 
plement No. 1, 1953. Various contribu- 
tors have supplied essentially experimen- 
tal protocols in tabular form, with the 
briefest of textual explanatory notes, deal- 
ing with the failings of an imposing array 
of chemical compounds to affect experi- 
mental mouse and rat tumors. The edi- 
tors state that the publication facilitqtes 
"earlier circulation of data, whether posi-
t ive or negative, in order to prevent use- 
less reduplication and to acquaint inves- 
tigators of areas being explored by their 
confreres elsewhere." Unfortunately, 
some of the advantages of this type of 
publication have been overlooked by 
those contributors who refer to several 
previous publications of their negative 
findings. 

Although the concept of printing a 
journal devoted to negative results may 
appear somewhat less than profound, the 
publication of such compilations in many 
fields might be appropriate and effective. 
This procedure would tend to relieve the 
already overburdened technical journals 
from publishing lengthy and formal ar- 
ticles reporting essentially negative find- 
ings, which are nonetheless of interest to 
workers in the specific field, and would 
present these results in brief but ade-
quate, accessible form.-E. M. L. 

Scientific and Technical Societies of the 
United States and Canada. National 
Academy of Sciences-National Re-
search Council, TVashington, ed. 6, 
1955, 441 pp. $7.50. 

Here is information on 1506 member- 
ship societies of a scientific or technical 
character in the United States, ranging 
from the Abilene Geological Society to 
the Zoological Society of San Diego, Inc. 
Similar information on 206 Canadian 
societies is also included. Information 
about each includes name and address, 
principal officers, history, purpose, mem- 
bership qualifications and dues, size, 
time of meetings, research funds and 
medals if any, and publications. 

The first such directory lvas published 
ir~ 1908 by the Carnegie Institution of 
IVashington. I n  1927, by agreement, the 
National Academy of Sciences-National 
Research Council took over responsibil-
ity. This is the sixth directory under the 
YAS-NRC auspices. I t  differs from 
earlier ones in omitting institutions that 
do not have members. Information on the 
Canadian societies was compiled by the 
National Research Council of Canada; 
that on the United States by Callie Hull, 
l i b ~ r i a nof the NAS-NRC, and her staff. 

Directories of this sort are always use- 
ful. This one is particularly to be com-
mended because of the up-to-dateness of 
the information (all obtained directly 
from oficers of the listed societies in the 
lntter half of 1954) and the detailed in- 
dcx of societies, publications, prizes and 
rcsearch funds, activities, purposes, and 
fields of science. There is a similar index 
for Canada.-D. I Y .  
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