
P I n R r n f  A. SOROKIN, well-known I-lar- 
vard University sociologist, will retire 
from tcaching on 31 Aug. H r  will con- 
tinue to direct the university's center 
for research in creative altruism. 

The more than 30 books that he has 
written include Contemporary Soci-
ological Theories. first published in 
1928. In  the 4-volume Soczal a ~ t dCul-
tzcral Djvzanzics ( 1937-401, Sorokin pre- 
sented his philoqophy of history. Periods 
of "sensate" culture, based on a mate-
lialistic outlook and developing strong 
natural sciences, alternate with periods 
of "ideational" culture, based on faith, 
mysticism, and authority, as in medieval 
Europeaia society. H e  believes that our 
own Western culture is sensate and that 
its breakdown is at hand. 

Sorokin was boln in Russia 66 yea:s 
ago. Active in R~issian politics before the 
revolution, he was hanished hy the Bol- 
sheviks in 1923. Coming to America, he 
taught at the University of Michigan 
from 1924 to 1930. I n  the latter year he 
becamc a United States citizen. He 
joined the l iar lard faculty in 1931. I n  
1937 hc was pres~dent of the Interna- 
tional Congress of Sociolog. 

ARNO C. FIEIDNER, 74 years old, gov- 
ernment research scientist and an expert 
on fuels, has retired. 

P. F. NORO, Fordham University, New 
York, has receivcd an honoraq degree 
of doctor of aqricultural sciences from 
the University of Pisa, Italy, in recog- 
nition of his work on lignin and the 
mechanism of enzyme action. 

S U X L  CHANnRA DATTA, pharmacog- 
mosist, Indian ITood and Drug Adminis- 
tration, after spending more than a year 
at  the Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy and Science, has rcturr~ed to Cal- 
cutta. 

CHARI.ES H. WEAVER, tvho has directed 
the atomic power division of ]Vesting-
house Electric Corp. since it was organ- 
ized in 1948, has been elected a vice 
president, with responsibility for all 
\Yestinghouse atomic power activities. 
These will include the design and devel- 
opment of two additional atomic sub- 
marine power plants, the nuclear power 
plant for a Iarge naval vessel. and the 
nuclear power plant for the nation's first 
full-scale atomic power plant for the 
generation of electricity. 

GEOKGE H. BOYD has relinquished his 
duties as head of the department of zo-
ology at  the University of Georgia in 
order to devote his full time to his work 
as dean of the graduate school and di- 
rector of rerearch. R. BARCLAY NCGHEE 

has replaced Boyd as head of the depart- 
ment of zoology. 

WALTER C. RURCKITL, vice president of 
the Henry J. Kaiser Co., Oakland, Calif., 
has been elected vice president and gen- 
eral managcr of the engineering and con- 
struction division of Koppers Go., New 
York. 

EVERETT P. PAIITKIDGE, director of Elall 
Laboratories, Pittsburgh, Pa., has been 
presented the 1955 Max Hecht award of 
the American Society for Testing Ma- 
terials in recognition of his 30 ycars of 
contributions to the technology of indus- 
trial water. 

ROBERT PEKI.OFF, former supervisory 
research psychologist in the Department 
of the Army and chief of the statistical 
research and consultation unit of the 
Adjutant General's Oflice, has joined 
the staff of Science Research Associates, 
Chicago, as director of test research. 

DATII) LYALL has been plornoted from 
associate professor to professor of clinical 
surgery at  the Post-Graduate Medical 
School of the New York Univcrsity-
Bellevue Medical Center. He has also 
been appointed director of the tenter's 
University Hospital Tumor Service and 
the Fourth Surgical Divlsion of Bellevuc 
Hospital, succeeding rrERBmT WILIY 

nmuzrt, who ~esigrred 1 July. PAUL 9 .  

SEACER has been pron~oted from associ- 
ate professor to professor of clinical 
otorhinolaryngology. 

GILES F. FIILEY will join the depart- 
ment of medicine at the Univcmity of 
Colorado Medical Center on 1 Sept. I le  
will also serve as clinical physiologist a t  
the Colorado Foundation for Research 
in Tuhcrculosis. Fillry was formrrly di- 
rector of the tlepartment of physiology, 
Trudeau-Saranac Institute, Trudeau, 
N.U. 

HENRY W. FITZPATRTCK has been ap- 
pointed director of defense laboratories 
at the hfassachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, succeeding FIORACE S. FORD. The 
duties of director include administrative 
responsibility for Lincoln Laboratory in 
Lexington, the Instrumentation Labora- 
tory in Cambridge, and the Operations 
Evaluation Group in IVashington. 

A. JUDSON WEI.LS,an assistant research 
director of the Du Pont Co.'s film de- 
partment and director of the Yerkes Re- 
search Laboratory in Buffalo, N.Y., will 
move to \Yilmington, Dcl., 1 Sept. to de- 
vote full time to his work as assistant 

Necrology 

ADELBERT AbfES, JR., Hanover, N.H., 
71,research professor in the department 
of physiological optics at Dartmouth, 
former director of Dartmouth El e Insti- 
tute, discoverer of curt, for aniseikoni.~, 
3 July. 

H. SHERIDAN BAKETEL, PhiladeIphiL~, 
83, former professor of preventive medi- 
cine a l  Long Island College of Medicine, 
editor of hfedical Econor;zics, Former 
president of the American Pharmaceuti- 
cal Manufactr~ring ilssociation, 7 July. 

EDIYAKD S. BROWN, Phliadelphia, 49, 
au osteopathic surgeon and chicf of the 
department of chest surgery at hletro-
politan Hospital, 12 July. 

WALTER L. CHENEY,IVashington, D.C., 
65, professor of physics at George tVash- 
ington University, 6 July. 

KEINA .4. HUTNER, Ilastings-on-Hud-
son, N.U., 44, research scientist, Haskins 
Laboratories, former member of Office 
of Scientific Research and Development, 
4 July. 

wer\rnEr.r,M.LATIMER,Oakland, Calif., 
62, former dean of the college of chcm- 
istry, associate director of the radiation 
laboratory, University of California, 1954 
chairman of AtZAS Section C, 6 July. 

PAUL DE LESSEPS, San Sebastian, 
Spain, 75, industrial engineer and only 
surviving son of builder of the Suez 
Canal, 11 July. 

CUSTAVE MAGNEL,Brussels, Belgium, 
65, professor of civil engineering at the 
University of Ghent, inventor of Belgian 
system of prestressed concrete construc- 
tion, 5 July. 

ETIENNE OEH.IIICHE;V, Paris, 72, re-
searcher in helicopter aviation, natural- 
ist, author, 10 July. 

OSCAR OKIAS,Buenos Aires, 49, director 
of Instituto de Investigaci6n Mtdica-
Mercedes y Martin Ferreyra, physiolo- 
gist, author, 4 June. 

ERNEST K. SASSCER, Washington, D.C., 
72, retired head of the lJ.S. Department 
of Agriculture, division of foreign plant 
quarantines, former president o f  the 
AAAS and of the Entomological Society 
of America, 7 July. 

RVPTJS E, ZIMEIIERVAN,New York, 68, 
president of American Standards Asso- 
ciation, former chairman of research 
policy committee, 21 June. 

Tn the Laboratories 

. A  tiny new electronic device made of 
extremely pure silicon shows promise of 

research director. cr EMEYT W. TI-TEOBALD, reducing costs on a large scale in  many 
who has been research manager at  the industries using electric power, Bell Tele- 
laboratory, will succeed him as director phone Laboratories has announced. 
there. In  the meantime, Theobald will T h e  simple device-a silicon power 
act as deputy director of the laboratory. rectifier-converts alternating current 
FREDERICK W. GANDER, into direct current, an essential step in a research super- 
visor, has been named research manager. the operation of telephone systems, In- 



dustries and homes also depend on rec- 
tifiers to convert alternating to direct cur- 
rent. I t  is not economically feasible to 
generate and transmit direct current. 

Despite a trend in recent years toward 
smaller and more efficient components, 
power rectifiers have remained large, 
limited in efficiency, and in need of 
bulky cooling equipment to prevent 
overheating. 

I t  is believed that the new power rec- 
tifier \+ill far surpass any yet made of 
silicon or other material. Expectations 
are that it may have an almost unlimited 
life-span, and will be capable of operat- 
ing continuously at  temperatures up to 
400°F. These advantages are expected 
to open up many new uses in telecom- 
munication, heavy industry, and in mili- 
tary applications. 

The new silicon rectifiers provide 
5000 times more current than conven-
tional rectifiers of the same size, thus 
permitting miniature operating units. 
Even so, the newest techniques may be 
applied to large units and thereby pro- 
vide entirely new7 power possibilities for 
industry. On a machine ehr size of a 
locomotive, for example, significant 
amounts of space may be saved by the 
new rectifiers. 

EThe  Shell Chemical Corp. has an-
nounced plans to build a new urea plant 
at Ventura, Calif. Construction will start 
shortly, and the plant will be in opera- 
tion by Sept. 1956, \tith a capacity of 
more than 100 tons a clay. 

Corning Glass Il'orks has announced 
the development of a fast, economical 
method for the-precision casting of 
metals through the use of glass molds. 
The  process, called Glascast, is designed 
especially for work with high-tempera- 
ture alloys. I t  eliminates the precoat 
step, and has glven excellent results with 
test production of castings. 

Fabrication of the molds requires a 
minimum of equipment and material, 
the time of preparation i< reduced, and 
the technique is suitable for any of con-
ventional casting methods used with 
aluminum, brass, carbon steels, cobalt- 
base alloys, and chrorniurn-base alloys. 

m A new type of "moving sidewalk" that 
can go around corners and carry passen- 
gers in two directions has been demon- 
strated at the plant of Hewitt-Robins, 
lnc., Passaic, N.J., manufacturer of rub- 
ber and conveyer machinery products. 

Passengers stand on a rubber carpet 
fastened to a train of pallets, mounted on 
rubber-tired wheels that run on a steel 
track. When going around a curve, the 
rubber carpet stretches on the outside 
curve and contracts on the inside. The 
conveyer is driven by electric motors that 
transmit power to the pallets by means 

of a "caterpillar" type of chain, which 
engages steel "dogs" on the underside of 
each pallet. The carpet itself does not 
help to pull the load but functions as a 
smooth, antiskid surface for the passen- 
gers to stand on. The conveyer can carry 
passengers in two directions because it 
can turn around and travel in a continu- 
ous circuit. I t  is designed to run at  a 
speed of 1 2/3 mi/hr, average walking 
speed, but can be adjusted to run faster 
or more slowly. 

Three of the new conveyors will be in- 
stalled in the new air terminal to be built 
at: Dallas Love Field, Dallas Tex., They 
will carry passengers and their baggage 
from the ticket office to planes and bring 
incoming passengers from the planes into 
the terminal. The total length will be 
1406 ft. The Dallas installation is sched- 
uled for completion in 1957. I t  will cost 
$234,703, 

Miscellaneous 

'The International Commission on Zoo- 
logical Nomenclature will start to vote 
7 Jan. 1956 on the following cases, in- 
volving the possible use of its plenary 
powers, for the purposes specified against 
each entry. Full particulars of these cases 
were published on 7 July in parts 7 and 
8 of volume 11 of the Bulletin of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature. 

1) Gnathophyllum Latreille, 1814 
(Cl. Crustacea, Order Decapoda) , vali-
dation of emendation from Gnatophyl-
lum;  Hippolytidae Bate, 1888 and Eu- 
gonatonotidae Chace, 1937, validation of. 

2)  Mayaitidae Spath (L.F.), 1928 (Cl. 
Cephalopoda, Order Ammonoidea), 
validation of. 

3 )  Lernneocera Blainville, 1822 (CI. 
Crustacea, Order Copepoda) , validation 
of emendation from Le~naeocera .and 
designation of a type species for. 

1.) Proposed grant to the ICZN for 
authority to prescribe for generic names 
a gender different from that grammati- 
cally appropriate when such action i< 
needed in the interests of nomenclatorial 
stability. 

5 )  Determination of a gender for ( i )  
generic names in the Class Aves that 
have the termination -rhynchus; ( i i )  ge- 
neric names in the Order Decapod;~ 
(Cl. Crustacea) that have the termina- 
tions -opsis and -gnnthus; and (iii) for 
the following names: Gigantorhynchus 
Hamann, 1892 (Cl. Acanthocephala), 
Desmognathus Baird, 1830 (Cl. Am-
phibia), Nephrops Leach, [I8141 (Cl. 
Crustacea, Order Decapoda), and Syn-
gnathus Linnaeus, 1758 (Cl. Pisces). 

6) Varuna Milne Edwards, 1830 (Cl. 
Crustacea, Order Decapoda), validation 
of currently accepted gender for. 

Proposals are also made for the adop- 
tion of the following "Declarations9': 

( i )  Article 21, clarification of the au-
thorship to be attributed in certain cis- 
cumstances to zoological names and to 
actions affecting the status of such 
names; and (ii) Article 25, clarification 
of the status of names published only in 
the indexes of books. Comments should 
be sent as soon as possible to Francis 
Hemming, Secretary to the Commission, 
28 Park Village East, Regent's Park, 
London, N.W. 1. 

descriptions of 20 patents owned by 
the U.S. Government and held by the 
Atomic Energy Commission have been 
released by the commission. The AEC 
will grant nonexclusive, royalty-free li-
censes on these patents, as part of its 
program to make nonsecret technologic 
information available for use by industry. 
Commission-held patents and patent ap- 
plications released for licensing now total 
767. Applicants for licenses should apply 
to the Chief, Patent Branch, Office of the 
General Counsel, U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, Washington 25, D.C., iden-
tifying the subject matter by patent num- 
ber and title. Copies of these patents may 
be obtained from the U.S. Patent Office. 

Preparation of an up-to-date aeronau-
tical dictionary has been undertaken by 
the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics. The basic aim of the new 
dictionary, which will be compiled under 
the direction of Frank D. Adams, will be 
to reflect the best current usage of those 
terms peculiar to aeronautics, as well as 
those terms that have special significance 
when they are used in aeronautical litera- 
ture. Preferred usage of terms will be in- 
dicated, but well-established usages that 
may be considered less desirable will 
also be included. It  is hoped that publi- 
cation can take place in 1957. 

mA comprehensive appraisal of the 
status of educational television in the 
LJnited States will be undertaken during 
the academic year 1955-56 by the Edu- 
cational Television and Radio Center, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. The detailed ap-
praisal of ETV is being made possible 
by a grant from the Fund for Adult 
Education. 

Richard B. Hull, radio-television di-
rector of Iowa State College, has been 
appointed director of the project. Hull 
has been granted a year's leave of ab-
scence from his Iowa State position to 
assume the new responsibilities. During 
the course of the year, Hull will gather 
firsthand information on the operations 
of all ETV stations now on the air and 
those scheduled to begin broadcasting 
in the near future. Me also will meet 
with leading educational and civic au-
thorities in an effort to appraise the suc- 
cesses, failures, and potentialities of the 
medium in education. 
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