The chapter on analytic chemistry of
proteins and amino acids sets forth the
various methods used for the estimation
of amino acids in hydrolyzates, as well
as the newer methods for sequence de-
termination, and discusses the results of
these, always with the thought expressed
or implied that knowledge of the “coval-
ent” sequences is basic to an understand-
ing of the biological nature of proteins.
The book properly emphasizes that,
upon this covalent structure, a nonco-
valent specific structure characterizes
proteins, especially the globular group.

No consideration is given to ion bind-
ing by proteins, except insofar as hydro-
gen-ion binding is a tool in analytic
determination, and - the description of
denaturation phenomena is skimpy.

The book should be valuable as a
guide to chemistry majors who have had
standard organic and physical chemistry
courses, to chemists who are not familiar
with its field, and to biologists who
would like to know what the chemists
are talking about.

MivrtoN LEvy
Department of Biochemistry, New York
University College of Medicine
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420 pp. Illus. $8.

This little book is a completely re-
vised version of the authors’ Kurzes
Lehrbuch der Kolloidchemie, which was
published in 1949. The short first part
concerns itself with defining the colloid
field of physical chemistry and with the
definitions and classifications needed for
its understanding. The reader of the first
part will acquire only a superficial

. knowledge of the subject.

The larger second section of the book
is filled with a vast amount of experi-
mental facts on colloids, together with
statements of the applicable theories.
The authors leave one with the impres-
sion that they have not left out a single
bit of information that they considered
at all useful. There is a good deal of
very recent matter presented in a rather
convincing manner. However, the whole
subject fails in logical development. For
example, chapters 9-11 concern them-
selves with the size, shape, and structure
of colloids, and these are followed by
one on the preparation of such systems.
Again thixotropy, a colloidal process, is
briefly discussed in a section following
that on mechanical properties of poly-
mers when it ought to appear under
coagulation. A student would grasp the
subject far better if it were presented
without so many facts but in a logical
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manner—that is, all work on colloidal
processes following a full knowledge of
the properties of colloids and their ex-
tended surfaces.

The book is well illustrated and will
be useful as a source of much factual
information. Some authors’ names are
spelled incorrectly, and the initials of
several are incorrect. However, the for-
mat makes for easy reading.

Lroyp H. RevErsox
School of Chemistry,
University of Minnesota
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