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Science Changes 

'Shis issue of Science starts not only a ne\v month and a nelv ~ ~ o l u m c  but 

also a new format. T h e  most obvious clla~lges arc the increasc in o\,e~.-all 

page sizc, a text page of thrcc columns instead of t\\.o, t11i' combination of 
"Tech~lical Papers" and "Communications" into a single department, and 

the 11t'!\ d c [~a r tmen t  in  \I-hich all ~nater ia l  on scientific n1reting.s is as-

scmbled. 

T h e  pri~lcipal rcason for the change of page sizc is the cspcctation of 

greater income-incomr that can bc used for thc larger and stronger, and 
Ilcnce more cxpensi~~c, editorial staff that can make Science into a more 

uscful journal. Like many another periodical, Scie~icc dcpends on advcrtis- 

i11g revenue for a fair portion of its budg-et. For  a ~v idc  raqge of advertisers, 
Scicncc is a good advertising medium. Rut many of these advertisers wcrc 

handicapped, and solnetinles frightened alvay, by our noilsta~ldard page 
size, for many already designcd advcrtisernents had to be remade to fit a 

LCcience page. Advertisers, advertising space salesmen, printers, and pub- 

lishcrs were ~ n ~ a n i m o u s  in advising the change and in predicting a larger 

advcrtisi~lgrevenue if \ve made i t  possible for compa~lics that ad~rertisc to 

scientists to use in Sciencc the standard-sizc plates that can also be nsed 

in other journals. 

Changing size and forlnat created an  opportunity to make typographic 
improvements. Ovcr the years, Scic~ice had gradually I~rcome a typoqrc.phic 

hodge-podgc in which half a dozen different type. faces had bc-e~i mixed to- 

gether in Ivays that would bc hard to justify. I11 the ne!\ format the variety 
of type faces is greatly reduced. 

All these changes have bccn made \\-it11 good supportinq reasons. Never- 

theless, a f e \ \  complaints are inc~~i table .  Cha11ging the size of a journal is 
al.r\.ays a nuisancc to librariai~s and to others who like to keep uniformly 

bound sets. To thern all Ire apologize. There !\ill probabl!- be some coln- 

plaints simply because there are changes, complaints that may echo those 

of several decades ago when Science al)ando~led the page size to ~vhich 

i t  is no^^ reverting in order to adopt the size it is no\\- abandoni~lg. T o  

those who dislikc any of the curre~l t  changes Tve also apologize. 

As a matter of fact, ho~ve~rcr,  there have been several changes in page 

size and quite a number of cl~angcs in format, esternal appearance, and 
c;rganizatio~lal and typographic details in Science's 121 volumes. There  may 

be others if future co~ldi t io~ls  indicate their desirability. For the time being, 

Tve have changed page size, largely to attract additional advertisi~lg hut also 
to present lnorr editorial matter on a given amount of paper. \\'e have 

changed the number of colurn~ls per page to givc greatcr flesibility of 
layout and have made the typographic changes to improve appcw-ance and 
readal~ility. I t  is our purpose to folio\\- thesc changes !\-it11 the more im- 
portant editorial improvements that both the rcLaders and thc editors of 

Science would like to see.--D.Ttr. 


