ing that: (i) insulin does not promote glycogen
storage in liver through a direct effect on liver tissue,
and (ii) in the liver, the extent of carbohydrate me-
tabolism has no influence on the rate of ketone body
formation.

J. P. Hoet describes how the diabetogenic effect of
pregnancy taxed the pancreas of a potentially dia-
betic woman, producing overt diabetes in mother and
child, albeit years later. Transient hyperglycemia of
pregnancy is a forerunner of clinical diabetes and
should be treated early if the disease is to be pre-
vented in mother and offspring.

S. Gurin shows that the liver oxidizes fatty acids
to acetyl-coenzyme A by a process essentially similar
to that postulated in the beta-oxidation theory, ex-
cept that all the intermediates are present in the
activated state (attached to coenzyme A). He also
suggests that the process is probably reversible. This
points up the importance of glycosis in fatty acid
synthesis sinece pyruvate can be synthesized to fat
through the common intermediate, acetyl-coenzyme A.

H. W. Kosterlitz discusses the effects of dietary
protein on the liver. Since kwashiorkor, a human dis-
ease associated with protein deficiency, has not yet
been reproduced in animals, the basic metabolie
faults remain uneclarified.

Two short subjects of special interest to patholo-
gists are “Cardiovaseular lesions in choline-deficient
rats,” by W. S. Hartroft, and “Hepatic lesions pro-
duced in rats with ethionine,” by H. Popper.

One regrets that this conference must be the last,
especially when confronted by the impressive list of
unsolved problems in human liver disease that were
compiled at the end of the conference. The last sen-
tence of the proceedings epitomized the situation:
“Shall we agree that there are still many fascinating
clinical and experimental problems?”’

I. N. Dusix
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology

Oral Pathology. A histological, roentgenological, and
clinical study of the diseases of the teeth, jaws, and
mouth. Kurt H. Thoma. Mosby, St. Louis, Mo., ed.
4, 1954. xviii + 1536 pp. Illus. + plates. $22.50.

The fourth edition of Thoma’s Oral Pathology is
another encyclopedic work. It has been revised and
expanded since publication of the last edition 4 years
ago. Most chapters have been thoroughly revised. The
chapter on dental caries has been completely rewrit-
ten, and Goldman’s chapter on periodontal disease has
been revised and new illustrations added. Many excel-
lent black-and-white illustrations and several new
color illustrations have been added.

It is difficult to find a subject within the fleld of
oral pathology that is not adequately discussed in this
textbook. Not only are prevailing views presented but,
in instances where the discussion type of references
are available, these are included.

Although opinions on order of presentation may
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vary, 1 feel that the new arrangement has somewhat
detracted from its usefulness as a textbook. Diseases
of the teeth are discussed first, then diseases of the
head and jaws, abnormalities of the temporo-man-
dibular joint, diseases of nerves and muscles, mouth
diseases, diseases of salivary and mucous glands, and
finally tumors. This arrangement leads to frequent
repetition. For example, actinomycosis is rather com-
pletely discussed in three chapters, and gingivitis is
presented in three chapters, in each case with fre-
quent repetition. However, this arrangement and these
repetitions detract only slightly from the total value
of the book. The only severe criticism, that of the
size of the book, is valid only in considering it as a
textbook for undergraduates. Its 1536 pages are de-
voted to the special pathology of one region. The ref-
erences occupy more than 116 pages. The work is ex-
haustive and up to date.

Thoma’s Oral Pathology is the most complete and
authoritative book on the subject. It should be cou-
sidered as an essential reference book for all patholo-
gists and practicing dentists. As a textbook, it pre-
sents the difficulty of great length, but no better one
is available. The capable instructor may teach his stu-
dents to use it for a reference book as well as for a
textbook.

HamiLron B. G. ROBINSON
College of Dentistry, Ohio State University

The Foundations of Statistics. Leonard J. Savage.
Wiley, New York; Chapman & Hall, London, 1954.
xv + 294 pp. $6.

Any treatise on the foundations of statisties must
of necessity be concerned in large measure with proba-
bility. Savage’s book is essentially his exposition of
probability as it relates to statistical problems. Since
the postulates of probability are highly controversial,
this book will also be highly controversial.

The first half is concerned with the development of
the author’s concept of personal (subjective) proba-
bility, especially with reference to the decision-mak-
ing problem. He suggests that this problem can he
more effectively dealt with through his concept of
personal probability than through the concepts of
mathematical probability. He bases this view on the
contention that mathematical probability cannot cope
with personalistic evaluations of risk since these are
conditioned by the mental state of the individual.

This may appear to be a strange basis for the
science of statistics. However, cast in the framework
of the decision-making problem, it becomes more reas-
onable. The problem of the individual confronted with
uncertainty is also shown to be related to the modern
theory of utility as developed by von Neumann and
Morgenstern.

The remainder of the book is devoted to a diseus-
sion of the major problems of statistics (such as
minimax theory, estimation, and testing) in the light
of personal probability. In the discussion of minimax
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