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F I F T Y  years ago 1 February, the Forest Service 
was established in the Department of Agricul- 

ture. It inherited the functions of the old Bureau of 
Forestry and the administration of the Forest Re- 
serves, now called national forests. GiEord Pinchot 
was named its chief. 

Pinchot was not the first forester in  this country, 
nor was the Forest Service the first federal agency 
to deal with forests, but he and his Forest Service 
were the first to  propound "conservation of forest 
resources through wise use." 

It has taken 50 years and the combined efforts of 
the state and federal forest services, forestry schools, 
and conservation-minded industries, individuals, and 
organizations to  put  across the theory that  trees can 
be managed as  a crop. 

Today the Forest Service still carries on the work 
it inherited. It aids private landowners through co- 
operative programs with the state which provide f o r  
fire protection, distribution of planting stock a t  nomi- 
nal cost, and technical-on-the-ground assistance in  for- 
est management. It also providcs leadership in  the 
control of forest insects and diseases. It administers 
181 million acres of national forests. It carries on 
research. 

One of the great achievements in  forestry during 
the past 50 years is the progress made in putting 
Pinchot's sustained-yield idea into effect on privately 
owned lands. Today many large timber companies hire 
trained foresters to manage their woodlands, and 
some grow their own seedlings to replant burned-over 
and barren land. An increasing number of small land- 
owners are  getting professional advice on how to 
manage their forests and are planting more trees 
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each year. 

Some other accomplishments in forest conservation are 
(i) organized fire protection on 374 million acres, or all 
but 50 million acres, of forests in this country; (ii) de- 
velopment of new pulping processes particularly adept- 

able to hardwoods which have little other commercial 
value; (iii) production of kraft paper and newsprint 
from southern pine, which also has limited commercial 
use; (iv) construction of structural sandwich wood, which 
resulted in the mosquito bomber of World War I1 and is 
now used in freight cars; (v) invention of the fire-danger 
meter, which indicates the flammability of the forest 
through integration of data on humidity, wind velocity, 
moisture in the forest, days since the last rain, and the 
season of the year; with this information foresters can 
estimate how fast a fire is likely to spread and how hard 
it will be to control, plan which towers to  man and how 
many firefighters to alert; (vi) use of air-borne para- 
chutists to fight fires in the remote areas of the West; by 
getting to fires while they are small, these smokejumpers 
have saved thousands of dollors' worth of timber; (rii)  
improvement in the turpentining of longleaf and slash 
pine trees through application of sulfuric acid, which 
takes less labor, wastes less wood, and results in  a higher 
yield of gum; (viii) rehabilitation of the Wasatch Range 
in Davis County, Utah, through the construction of con- 
tour trenches and revegetation on the high country; the 
land that had been so overgrazed that mudflows and floods 
almost ruined the valley below in the 1920's is now cov- 
ered with grass and herbaceous growth that holds the 
water and has almost eliminated floods; (ix) improve- 
ment of national forest rangeland with 29,250 mi of fence, 
3260 mi of driveways, 17,700 water developments, reseed- 
ing of 550,600 acres, removal of sagebrush from 8568 
acres and juniper from 12,000 acres, and better manage- 
ment of livestock on the range. 

Thus progress has been made in the conservation 
of forest resources. Forest conservationists in the 50 
years ahead, however, will be faced with the problem 
of producing more wood, water, and forage from for- 
est lands to meet the increased demands of a growing 
population. This necessitates better utilization of 
present supplies, plus planting millions of acres of 
rundown and burned-over potential forest land, man- 
agement of millions of acres of forest, especially those 
in  small ownerships, and adopting a system of quick 
detection and control of insects and diseases to  pre- 
vent timber losses. 
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