
The first half of the book will appeal to many be- 
cause of its simplicity of presentation. The language, 
homologous series, and simpler reactions of the organic 
chemist are logically and lucidly introduced in rapid 
manner. However, students who must leave organic 
chemistry with only such a survey of the field will take 
with them an impression of "frozen simplicity" that  is 
very unrealistic. 

Paper, presswork, and binding in the edition are 
first class. 

CHARLESR. DAWSON 
Department of Chemistry, Columbia University 

Cohort Fertility. Native white women in the United 
States. Pascal K. Whelpton. Princeton Univ. Press, 
Princeton, N.J., 1954. xxv +492 pp. Illus. $6. 

This volume of statistics deals with the cumulative 
fertility of groups of women as  they live through the 
childbearing period. It covers the period from 1920 
and is based upon official census and vital statistics 
data. These were examined especially with respect to  
order of birth in relation to maternal age. On the basis 
of the data, fertility tables were constructed f o r  hypo- 
thetical groups of women for  each year since 1920. 
The oficial figures were adjusted to allow f o r  non- 
registered births and f o r  other factors, such as under- 
statements regarding birth order and the number of 
children ever born. 

The author is an authority in  his field. The volume 
is well documented and contains a n  excellent table of 
contents that obviates the need f o r  an index. Sum-
maries appear  a t  the ends of the chapters. The graphs 
are well drawn and the book is printed in large offset 
type. It is recommended to students interested in 
population trends. 

DOUGLASP. MURPHY 
Departmest of Obstetrics and Gysecology, 
LTlzive~sity of Pe9znsylvania Hospital 

Methods in Medical Research, vol. 6. J .  Murray 
Steele, Ed. Year Book Publ., Chicago, 1954. xiii + 
271 pp. Illus. $7. 

Volume VI, like its predecessors, is a useful and 
authoritative collection of articles dealing with vari- 
ous aspects of methodology applicable to the vast field 
of medical research. It contains four  sections repre- 
senting the collaborative efforts of 1 2  authors. 

Section I, "Some methods of studying human genet- 
ics,", by C. C. Li, deals with analytic techniques, trac- 
ing pedigrees chiefly through observation of clinical 
cases. Although a t  times the treatment becomes too 
mathematical to be appreciated by the average reader, 
especially the article on "Segreg.ation of recessive off- 
spring," nevertheless the author has given a clear 
presentation of recent developments. 

The second section is a discussion of "Methods in  
environmental medical research," which covers a num- 
ber of aspects, written by several authors (R. L. Pra t t  
and A. Henschel; L. D. Carlson; A. T. Miller, J r . ;  
J. D. Hardy  and Alice M. Stoll; and S. Robinson and 

Aline H. Robinson). They examine the applicability 
of the physical methods to physiological research that  
are most comnlon to all studies of the effects of cli- 
matic conditions. 

Section I11 is a n  extensive article on "Statistics in  
medical research," by D. Mainland and L. Herrera. 
I t  includes various phases of statistical analysis. I n  
his introduction to this chapter, D. Mainland ex-
presses the gpinion that '(what most medical research 
workers need is not, primarily, more knowledge of 
statistical tests but a realization of what modern bio- 
logical statistics implies throughout the conduct of 
any type of medical investigation." It can be said that  
the authors have succeeded in fulfilling their objective 
in presenting the subject from a broad and dynamic 
point of view. This chapter should prove very useful 
fo r  anyone doing medical research requiring statistical 
interpretation. 

Section I V  is entitled ('Designs and construction of 
metabolic cages," by A. Lazarow. Cage design f o r  the 
common laboratory animals-namely rat,  mouse, dog, 
and monkey-is discussed. Here Lazarow has gathered 
together the literature concerning design of equipment 
fo r  metabolic study of these animals, especially the 
rat. The discussion is of a practical nature and can 
be consulted profitably by anyone trying to build such 
equipment. 

A surprisingly large amount of information has 
been compressed within the pages of a rather small 
book. The material has been skillfully and clearly 
presented and should prove very helpful to  research 
T?-orkers in the field of medicine. 

W. Z. HASSID 
Departmemt of Plant Biochemistry, 
Cniversity of Calif orsia, Berkeley 
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