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This is the second edition of this standard textbook, 
which originally appeared in 1941. The revision is ex-
tensive, and the book will be welcolned by  teachers, 
students, and  the general reader. The book opens with 
a reminder that  "some regions offer a choice of only 
a few occupations, whereas others offer a choice of 
many," and  closes with the following paragraph. 

The United States is intricately associated in a 
complex of trade relations that ties us commercially 
to nearly every region of the world. Prosperous farm- 
ers require a market for their surplus products; suc-
cessful industries rely, not only on foreign markets 
for surplus manufactured articles, but also on foreign 
sources for certain industrial raw materials. Our high 
standard of living depends on the variety and quan- 
tity of goods we consume. To maintain this standard 
we must utilize such articles as rubber, tin, hemp, 
vanadium, bauxite, asbestos, sugar, coffee, and spices ; 
none of these is produced in sufficient quantities in 
the United States. I f  our foreign commerce were 
stopped, we would be without such things as auto-
mobiles, electricity, telephones, daily newspapers, 
coffee, airplanes, and streamlined trains-things that 
are a vital part  of our high standard of living. Thus 
we must arrange to exchange goods with peoples who 
produce the things we need; we must also arrange 
to dispose of our own surplus products to those who 
can use them. The successful adjustment of the prob- 
lems involved in making these arrangements depends 
on an adequate understanding of our own occupa-
tions and those of other peoples. This is the chief 
purpose of the study of economic geography. I t  is 
basic to the understanding and solution of interna-
tional problems, whether they be economic, political, 
or social. 
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