
cap is the scarcity of material in this field. Milk and 
egg proteins are ably summarized in well-documented 
chapters by T. L. ALcMeekin and R. C. Warner, re- 
spectively. The success of physical and chemical meth- 
ods in the study of the soluble proteins is to be con-
trasted with the failure when applied to the poorly 
soluble, heterogeneous, and dissociable seed proteins, 
as described by  S. Brohult and E. Sandegren. The 
chapter on proteins and protein metabolism in plants 
is a somewhat unavailing but comniendable attempt 
to apply modern knowledge of nitrogen metabolism to 
the less understood features of the metabolism of non- 
seed proteins. 

The volume concludes with a lucid and timely evalu- 
ation of the changing viewpoint on protein hormones 
by C. IT. Iii. The subject and author index will appear  
in the second part  of the volume, but the text contains 
almost 3000 complete references, some as recent as 
late 1953. 

The prime virtue of this invaluable series, which 
will appeal to the expert and the beginner in  proteins 
alike, is that i t  presents a unified, critical, authorita- 
tative, and up-to-date treatment of the whole subject 
in  historical perspective with all desirable detail. 
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Principles of Biocbenzistry. A biological approach. 
hl. V. Tracey. Pitman, New York-London, 1954. 
ix + 194 pp. Illus. $4. 

This book introduces the reader to cellular biochem- 
istry with a discussion of the large polymers that 
occur in all cells. It discusses thoroughly the biological 
approach to cellular reactions such as  energy storage, 
presents the fundamental concepts of many biocherni- 
cal reactions in cells of both plants and animals, and 
describes lliany known analogous cellular readions in 
bacteriology. The reader is introduced to such subjects 
as growth, differentiation, and reproduction, but the 
material does not emphasize the biochemical aspects. 

A thorough discussion of food supply to the organ- 
ism is given in a chapter on "Specialization in relation 
to environment." A unique discussion of the different 
biochemical pigments is presented in Chapter 7. The 
biological aspects of transport and waste products of 
cellular reactions are discussed in two chapters. The 
last three chapters are  concerned with energy metab- 
olism. The biological approach is divided into photo- 
trophes, chemotrophes, nectrotrophes, and biotrophes. 

The subject matter in this small book is so broad 
that certain topics are only briefly mentioned. The 
book lacks references fo r  the reader who is interested 
in  learning more about particular items. It is to be 
recommended for  students in  advanced biocheniistry. 
The author is to be complimented for  his diligent 
choice of topics. 
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