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The Scientists Must Speak Up 

T HE problem of the effects of H-bomb explosions 
is terribly disturbing, but I do not think that a 

conference of scientists is what is needed to deal with 
it. There are too many conferences in the world today 
and too many decisions taken by them. . 

What the world should do is to listen to the warn- 
ings of individual scientists who understand this ter- 
rible problem. That is what would impress people and 
give them understanding and make them realize the 
danger in which we And ourselves. 

Just look a t  the influence Einstein has, because of 
the anguish he shows in face of the  atomic bomb. 

I t  must be the scientists, who comprehend thor- 
oughly all the issues and the dangers involved, who 
speak to the world, as many as possible of them, all 
telling humanity the truth in speeches and articles. 

If  they all raised their voices, each one feeling him- 
self impelled to tell the terrible truth, they would be 
listened to, for then humanity would understand that 
the issues were grave. 

If  you and Alexander Hadlow [who has pleaded 
for a United Nations conference of scientists on the 
H-bomb] can manage to persuade them to put before 

mankind the thoughts by which they themselves are 
obsessed, then there will be some hope of stopping 
these horrible explosions and of bringing pressure to 
bear on the men who govern. 

But the scientists must speak up. Only they have 
the authority to state that we can no longer take on 
ourselves the responsibility for these experiments; 
only they can say it. 

There you have my opinion. I give i t  to you with 
anguish in my heart, anguish which holds me from 
day to day. 

With my best wishes and in the hope that- those 
who must advise us will make themselves heard. 

This letter appeared originally in the London Daily 
Herald and is reprinted here with Dr. Schweitaer's 
permission. I t  also was reproduced in the Saturday 
R.eview for 17 July at the suggestion of  Eugene Ex- 
mum, who is Dr. Schweitaer's American editor. Dr. 
Sohei tzer  currently is dividing his time between his 
home in Gunsbach, Alsace, France, and his hospital in 
Larnbar6n4, French Equatorial Africa. 

SCIENCE. founded in 1880. is published each Friday by the American As- Chmc of addrtr: The rmtiflcation should reach us four week in advance. If 
sociation lor the Advancement of Science a t  Business Press, Lancaster. Pa. possible, please lurnish an a d d m  stencil label lrom a recent issue. Be wre to 

SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature. give both old and new addresses, including postal zone ,numbers. if any. 
All carriponden.% should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 Massachusetts Ave., Annmal snbscrl~tlons: $7.50; loreign postage, outside the Pan-American Union. 

NW. Washington 5. D. C. Manuscripts should k typed with double spacing and $1.00: Canadian postwe, 504. Single mpies 25$. Special rates to members of 
submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no responsibility lor the safety of the MAS. 
manuscripts or lor the opinions expressed by contributors. The MA8 also publishes THE SCIENTIFIC MONTBLY. 


