
I will be asked: ((Do you seriously want to make 
such a statement"~ you not see tha t  the conse-
quences of such a theory are more than daring, tha t  
they would be nearly insane? Do you really mean 
to  say tha t  an  orchid or an elephant should have been 
instantaneously created out of nonliving materia?" 

Yes, I do. And, please, reflect, because now I am 
going to put a question: I s  the elephant of today 
('ready-made"; does i t  not originate from gametes? 
You must admit the truth of the latter statement. 
Why, then, assume that  the f i r s t  elephant appeared 
as the fully formed animalB He was created as a 
gamete, unicellular, a monocyte. 

For  those who may be inclined to side with Lyell 
and against Cuvier as f a r  as the major premises of 
this argument are concerned, it must be saicl that there 
is a great accumulation of information about genetic 
processes and the biochemical nature of chromosomes 
in these two volumes of fact and fancy. Such works 
also serve anothev useful function (in addition to keep- 
ing printers employed) : they challenge us to tighten 
our own arguments, fo r  u p  to the point where the 
author takes his flier into paleontology, his criticism 
of evolutionary theory is philosophically respectable. 
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