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The Astronomical League

A New Associated Society of the American Association for the Advancement of Science

HE Astronomical League, established in 1946, is

a federation of amateur astronomical societies. At
present it numbers 77 clubs comprising more than
4000 members. Included in this membership are a few
Jjunior organizations, but many of the larger groups
maintain junior membership in addition to the regu-
lar membership. Members-at-large are individuals liv-
ing in communities that have no organized society;
there are 20 such members, some outside the United
States.

The aims and purposes of the League, as stated in
the by-laws, are (i) to promote the science of astron-
omy; (ii) to encourage and ecoordinate activities of
amateur astronomical societies; (iii) to foster obser-
vational and computational work and craftsmanship
in various fields of astronomy; (iv) to correlate ama-
teur activities with professional research.

The League publishes -a Bulletin five times annually
in which items of astronomical interest, as well as
programing aids, are brought to the attention of
members. An observing manual is in preparation; it
will combine in one volume the suggested methods
for accurately observing and reporting to appropriate
agencies the principal astronomical objects visible
with relatively small equipment.

There is a Junior Activities Section, which assists
in the organization of junior clubs and coordinates
the activities of junior members through the Junior
Astronomer, published in 10 issues a year.

Additional sections provide assistance on instru-
mentation, group projects, and available astronomical
films. A Book Service is maintained for the purchase
of books at a discount for members.

In addition to its observational and organizational
functions, the League promotes public interest in sup-
port of the relatively small number of professional
astronomers. We believe that this contributes in no
small measure to the growing public interest in the

science and brings support to the work of profes-
sional astronomers.

Functionally, the League is divided into regions,
each of which comprises one geographic portion of
the country. Each region operates under an organiza-
tional structure similar to that of the national body.
At present there are seven such regions functioning:
Middle East, Mid-States, North Central, Northeast,
Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest. A few member
groups are outside the present regional boundaries.

The League holds an annual general convention,
and each region holds its own annual regional con-
vention. At these meetings, papers are presented by
leading amateurs and professionals on various aspects
of astronomy. Reports are made of the various ob-
servational programs carried on under the direction
of section chairmen in eonjunction with the national
observing societies, such as the American Association
of Variable Star Observers, the Association of Lunar
and Planetary Observers, and the American Meteor
Society. Proceedings of each general convention are
published and are made available to members; they
may also be purchased by interested individuals.

The site of the general convention is rotated
throughout the regions. The 1954 convention will be
held in Madison, Wis., July 2-5; plans are being made
to observe the total solar eclipse of June 30 prior to
the convention. In 1955 the general convention will be
in Seattle, Wash.

Current officers are president, R. R. LaPelle, R.D.
3, Meadville, Pa.; vice president, James H. Karle,
Portland 19, Ore.; secretary, Russell C. Maag,
Sedalia, Mo.; treasurer, Mrs. Ralph N. Buckstaff,
Oshkosh, Wis.; executive secretary, Grace C. Scholtz,
166 Mason Hall Apts., Alexandria, Va.

Cuarues H. LERoy
Past President
Pittsburgh 15, Pennsylvania
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