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ther Topics, some dozen topics are mentioned in 1 0  
pages and these cover the field fronl Effects of Earth- 
quakes to Seismic Prospecting and Atomic Bombs. 
As a result, little is learned from such a hurried 
treatise. 

The revised edition does contain a major change 
in the addition of a list of classified references. The 
list, although fairly well chosen, is by no means com- 
plete. Again, a reader would like sonlething inore 
co~nprehensive than has been offered. The section on 
Stlismic Prospecting should inention the textbooks by 
Leet. Nettleton, Heiland, Jakowsky, Dobrin, Dix, and 
others, These are the rnost conlplete textboolia to br  
found in the English language for  this clas4ficatio11 
of seisnlology. The references to articles in geophys- 
ical journals would number many more. 

The book is well bound and the tvnc is both attrao- . A 

tive and clear. I n  general, it provides a handy refer- 
(.nee book f o r  a teacher, and parts of it, as mentioned 
earlier, represc~nt a comprehensive espos8 for  the 
student. 
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Les Groupes Salzguins Chez 1'Honzme: Etude Se'ro- 
Eogique et GBrze'tique. Jacques RuffiB. 3Iasson. 
Paris, 1953, 207 pp. 12013 f r .  

This new work is notable fo r  its up-to-dateness and 
complete coverage of the field. It p ~ t s e n t s  an adinir- 
able suinmarv of the work of the last few vears in  
blood grouping, yet manages to cover the salient his- 
torical facts also. 

Starting with a general chapter, the author dis-
cusses successively the ABO system, the Lewis, I INS  
and PQ systems, the R ~ I  qysten~, and the Lutheran, 
Kell-Cellano, Duffy, Jcidd, Jay, Vel. Levay, Jobbins, 
Graydon, Ven and Miltenberger factors and systems. 
Finally, a few pages (too few in the opinion of this 
reviewer) are dmoted to the principles of prohabilitg. 

The treatment of the ARO systcw is noteworthy 
f o r  its coverage of recent discoveries and theories. 
Elere one finds good accounts of the subgroups of A 
and AB, of the II antigen of Morgan, of IIirszfeld's 
theory of pleiades, the theory of Xorgan and \Vat- 
kins, and the new ABO blood group found i11 Bonibay. 

The treatment of the Rh systeni is outstanding. The 
in~vnui~ologicaland genetical bases are \tressed. The 
theories of Wienclr and those of Flzher, and the 
Wiener and Race-Fisher izotations are clearly pre-
sented and compared. The author is definitely in fa\-or 
of the theory and notation of Fisher. 

Although practically no mathernat~ci: is used, meth- 
ods of calculat~on of genc frequencies are discussed, 
and nomograms are given for  the calculations of the 
gene frequencies p and q and o,, fo r  the ARO system. 

I t  is  difficult to find vulnerahlt1 points to  criticize. 
Probably because of the author'-; deslrr to he up  to 
date, earlier work 1s often sli~nlpily rc~ferred to or 
orliittrd entirely. F o r  example, the fact that nonio-
gram, which do exactly %hat  ii: clailned f o r  those In 

this volulne have been constructed by other workers 
and appear  in a nurnber of books (H~rsefeld,  SchlfY', 
and Boyd) is not ruentioned. Alio the book contains a 
number of mispriuts; fortunatc>lv they are for  the 
most par t  amusing rather than serious. Thus the 
author Barbara IS. Dodd ~uasquerades through page5 
and pages as Dood. These are very minor flaws In an 
otherwibe excellent treatise. 

This volume serves as a Yery clear exposition of the 
present state of the rapidly expanding, subject of 
blood groups, very inodern in outlook and hibliogra- 
phy, which should be uieful to all ~ h ocan read 
French. 
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des. Wiley, New York; Contractors Record, Lonilon, 
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