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Central File of Figures of Insect Types 

T HE problem of poorly described insect species 
recognizable only from type specimens has long 

been serious to taxonomists; it has been aggravated 
by the vulnerability of collections to destruction by 
modern warfare. To help disseminate information of 
types in normal times and preserve it in case of acci- 
dent or disaster, a Central File of Figures of Insect 
Types .has been established under the direction of the 
subsection on Figuring Type Specimens, Entomology 
Section, International Union of Biological Sciences. 
The activities of the subsection are directed by a com- 
mittee of the following composition : B. P. Beirne, 
Ottawa, Canada; I. B. F. Common, Canberra, Aus- 
tralia; W. Forster, Miinchen, Germany; J. G. Fran- 
clemont, Ithaca, N. Y.; H. Inoue, Yokosuka, Japan; 
A. J. T. Janse, Pretoria, Union of South Africa; 0. 
Lundblad, Stockholm, Sweden; E. G. Munroe, Ottawa, 
Canada; J. Oiticica Filho, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
P. W. Oman, Washington, D. C.; R. N. Orfila, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; C. F. dos Passos, Mendham, N. Y.; 
N. D. Riley, London, England (chairman) ; R. Spiirck, 
Copenhagen, Denmark; and P. E. Viette, Paris, 
France. 

The file will consist of negatives of lphotographs 
depicting either type specimens themselves and their 
significant structures or draw* of such specimens 
and structures, whichever may seem more useful. 
Prints of these photographs will be distributed on a 
nonprofit basis to interested individuals or institu- 
tions. The file, at  least initially, will be built np by 
voluntary contributions from individuals and institn- 
tions possessing or willing to prepare photographs of 
types. Although a complete file is the ideal ultimate 
aim, it is proposed to begin on a modest scale, with 
future expansions as facilities and interest warrant. 
For the present the file is located in Ottawa, Canada, 
but this location is subject to review by the subsection. 

The tlrst prints will be prepared for distribution 
in the near future. Meanwhile advice from interested 
zoologists, and particularly offers of negatives for the 
central file, are solicited. Correspondence should be 
addressed to the undersigned, from whom further in- 
formation can be obtained. 

E. G. MUNROE 
P. B. BEIRNE 

Dicision of Entomology, Science Service 
Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, Canada 

- -- 

SCIENCE, founded in 1880, h piiblisbed each Friday by the American As- CLur of r l d n r t :  The notiReatbn should reach w four r b  in advance. If 
sociation for the Advaueemeut of Eeieure at Buqinens hens. L a n a ,  Pa. pwible, please furnish an a d d m  stendl label h m  r reaot Issoe. Be sure to 
Entered at the Laneaster, Pa., Post m c e  as nwoud class matter under the A& dye both old md new addresses ineludiw post.l aone numbers 11 MY. 
of March 3. 1879. Aammal smbcrifliu~s: ~7.50;'fomign Wstys odside the ~~~~dmaia. Union 

All wrmcadener should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 llIassachusett8 Aye., sl'OO; paot4?e' 50C' we i54. 8pai.l to members oi 
NW, Washington 5, D. C. Manwaripts should be typed with double spacing and thew%&E h index& in the ~ ~ & ~ g ~  ~&,j~ periodicd L ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  submitted in duplicate. The MAS assumes no respollsiMlity for the safety of The m also puhllsbes rn B C m I F I C  M-Y. 8obsnlption aMd Id.a- IUallUsuiPts or for the opiuioos erpresged by contributors. tising rates w i l l  be furujshed on request. 

February 12, 1954 38. 


