tion of “shell-shock” taken from a 1936 publication.
Thus evaporates the collected clinical experience of
literally thousands of psychiatrists, including some of
the most prominent in the field, over seven years of
mobilization and combat; the searcher, seeking the
definition of a term used perhaps more commonly
than any other in the past 10 years, is presented with
an explanation written 17 years ago, based on the
clinieal experience of World War I. This is typical of
the omissions throughout the revision.

The revised psychiatric nomeneclature was published
in early 1952, and has now found its way into at least
one standard textbook of psychiatry. Nonetheless, this
dictionary, published in 1953, contains not. a single
one of the new terms, “Acute Brain Syndrome” and
“Chronic Brain Syndrome” are nowhere to be found;
posttraumatic personality disorder is said to be a
“psychosis” as listed in the 1935 nomenclature; and
so on. This leads the authors into a ludicrous position
from time to time, as when, commenting on the term,

“sociopath,” they state, “The term has not achieved

any considerable degree of acceptance.” To the con-

trary, we find the term, “sociopathic personality dis-
turbance” one of the class headings in the Standard
Nomenclature. Such inaceuracies are manifold.

Despite these gross defects, the dictionary does have
an area of usefulness, provided its limitations are
recognized. The authors apparently have devoted them-
selves assiduously to the literature of psychoanalysis,
perhaps to the neglect of the other areas of psychiatry.
As a result, the work provides an up-to-date, accurate
compilation of psychoanalytic terms, and might very
well have been titled “Psychoanalytic Dictionary.” In
other areas which have been relatively unchanging
since 1940, such as the field of psychobiology, the die-
tionary does a creditable job.

In summary, it may be said that this is an excellent
dictionary of psychoanalysis and its allied movements,
a good dictionary of psychobiology, and an extra-
ordinarily unreliable reference work in general and
clinical psychiatry. '

G. N. RAINES
U.S. Naval Hospital
Portsmouth, Virginia
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