
British Association for the 
Advancement of Science 

THE British Association for  the Adrailcement of 
Science, affectionately known in the United King-

doin as "the British Ass," held i ts  115th Annual Meet- 
ing in [iiverpool, Scpte~rlber 2-9, 1953, mith some 3500 
scientific leaders ant1 laymen attending. With the Univer- 
sity of Liverpool as  institutional host, the city provided 
a wealth of excursions to  intellectnnl and industrial estxb 
lishnlents and sponsored many dignified social functions. 
The meeting was opened with an academic pageant a t  
which honorary degrees were conferred on Sir Edward 
Appleton, President of the Association and Nohelate in 
cosmic physics, Sir  IIarold Jeffreys, noted geophysicist, 
and Mr. Robert Birley, Headmaster of Eton. I n  his Presi- 
clential Address, delivered after the gladuation cereruony 
:ind broadcast in the Honle Service of the B.B.C., Sir 
Edmard Appleton cinphasized what is sometimes oler-
looked-that science has intelest as well as utility, is 
illuminating as well as fruitful, can enlarge mall's hori-
zons and inrest the un i~e r se  wltll deeper significance. l I i s  
address -\ton the enthusiastic thailks of Professor A. V. 
Hill, irnrnediate Past  President. 

Slncc the B.A.A.S. ' (a ims to present science to the 
public," the prograni of over 300 items contained some 
40 lectures and reports especially designed for students 
and laymen. These included the addresses of Section 
C'lrairinen, as well as special evening discourses on such 
subjects as Polveied Flight, Rfount Everest, and Science 
and the Unpredictable. A sy~ilposiu~non The Deep Sex 
Floor and the Histoiy of the Ealt l l  w:ls arranged by the 
Interllational Joint  Conln~ission on Oceaaography, and 
included discussions on uranium in sea deposits, heat flow 
in the oceans, climatic changc fro111 dcep sea cores, and 
ospgen c o ~ ~ t e ~ ~ t  of deep natels.  P ~ o b a b l y  because teaching 
exhibits are so genelally a pa l t  of regular British science 
tiaining, there were only a couple of special exhibits, on 
c:tlculating machines, and on 011 pinduction, and practi- 
cally no conmiercial exhibits except books. 

.Joint sessions were fruitfully arranged by several of 
the sections. These included consideratio~~s of cybernetics. 
underwater observations, the continental shelf, business 
decisions under uncertainty, time and motion, run~inant  
digestion, carotenoids, athletic training, afforestation, and 
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atmospl~eric pollution. Reflecting the practical industrial 
ellvirollnleilt of the meeting were discussions on collaho-
ration of industries and universities in management train- 
ing, and 011 recruitment of scientists. Lord Dudley Goy- 
don, in commenting on the future of engineering, referred 
to such possible power soluces as nuclear energy, tides, 
aild gravity. Professor I).Ti7. Harding emphasized the ink- 
portance of psychology in scientific enterprise and social 
progress. Dr. T. Moore described sex differences in tho 
distribution of caroterle ancl vitamin A with variations 
in disease. Mr. E. J. Mason offered evidence that  foirnn- 
tion of ice pellets in clouds gives rise to lightning. Pro- 
fcssor I?. W. Puisli indicated tha t  higher output per per- 
son employed is the best mi)- to end inflatidll. Professor 
R. H. Kinvig reported no evidence of "racial" purity. 
Mr. J .  R. Rossiter described the Xorth Sea storm surge 
of January 31, 1953. Clienlotherapy and antibiotics ve re  
revielved by Doctor R. A. Hems, Doctor I?. L. Rose, and 
Professor R. 0. Maegraith. Doctor R. Hurst  discusseil 
synthetic elenients produced 117iiuclear reactors. Doctor 
C. T. Trechman analyzed the n~ountairl uplift problem 
with an explanation based on lunar gravitation and 
oceanic pressure. Professor R. M. Gordon and Dr. IV. E. 
ICersha~v surveyed the spread of filariasis. Mr. J. D. Boat-
man described organic decoinposition in natural soils. 

The few details selected fro111 300 comnlunications iudi- 
cate the broad scope of section activities, and the clear 
endeamr to keep the program a t  a reasonable level of 
popular interest and understanding. This feature of 
R.A.A.S. meetings is reflected in the full reporting given 
in all the leading newspapers of the United Kingdom. As 
a result, there is v ide  appreciation of and support for 
sci6ntific endeavor in all parts of the British Isles, mith a 
general atmosphere of respect for sound scientific achiere- 
nlent in which the average citizen has a sense of partici- 
pation. 

The sinootl~ functioning and p l e a s a ~ ~ t  social spirit of 
B.A.A.S. nieetings are traditional, and are being well 
maintained by an efficient secretariat under the direction 
of Mr. David N.Lome. Dr. E. D. Adrian, Master of Triu- 
i ty College, Canlhridge, was elected President for  1954. 
The annual meeting will be held in Oxford, September 
1-8. Scientists of the Americas -\rho may be in E n g l a ~ ~ da t  
the time mill be cordially ~velcorned, and, if they attend, 
nre certain to have a relvarcling experience. 
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