
meaning of infinity, illustrated by the distribution of 
numbers in  a definite interval-a discussion which 
will be welcome to teachers who are interested in 
bringing the meaning of infinity and numbers to the 
understanding of non-science students. 

Schrodinger then discusses the "makeshift of wave 
mechanics," his own creation, and the idea of com-
plimentarity in  the description of particles and 
waves. While the author speaks whimsically of an 
"emergency exit" and quotes Eddington as  calling it  
"not a physical theory but a dodge-and a very good 
dodge, too"-his brief summary is a clear and con-
cise statement of this development, to bring to the 
attention of the layman the dilemma in the ill-fitting 
description by words and the perfection of its logical 
mathematical counterpart in modern physic;;. 

Schrijdinger discusses the theory of Bohr and Reis- 
enberg but he, himself, is rather skeptical that this 
is the last word regarding a theory of nature. "What 
remains doubtful to me is only just this: Whether 
it  is adequate to term one of the two physically inter- 
acting systems the 'subject.' For the observing mind 
is not a physical system, i t  cannot interact with any 
physical system. And it  might be better to  reserve the 
term 'subject' fo r  the observing mind" (p. 53) .  

A brief discussion of "atoms or  quanta-the coun-
ter-spell of old standing, to escape the intricacy of 
the continuum," follows. Schrodinger closes by dis- 
cussing: "Would physical indeterminancy give free 
will a chance?" and considers the problem of pre-
dictability in the physical world and in the behavior 
of a living body. "The net result is that  quantum 
physics has nothing to do with the freewill problem. 
I f  there is such a problem, it is not furthered a whit 
by the latest development in physics. To quote Ernst 
Cassirer again: 'Thus it is clear . . . that a possible 
change in the physical concept of causality can have 
no immediate bearing on ethics.' " 

the physical conditions of the period summarized, 
paleogeographic maps presented, the prominent life 
forms described, and the economic resources briefly 
discussed. 

As would be expected from a n  author who is a 
well-known specialist on thc stratigraphy and pale- 
ontology of the Atlantic Coastal Plain, the chapters 
on the Cretaceous period and on the Tertiary epochs 
are the most detailed in their discussion of strati-
graphic information f o r  the states included. 

Extensive reading lists give references to modern 
literature whereby the serious student can pursue 
various subjects i n  any desired detail. 

GEORGEW. WHITE 
Department of Geology, University of Illilzois 
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