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as (p. 7) : ('Every crystal is found to fit into one of 
six systems, each of which is determined by the rela- 
tions of its t h ~ e eaxes," but in general the text is re- 
markably free from such minor incongruities. 

The paleogeographic maps are well drawn, although 
the reproduction might be improve'd. Use of an over- 
lay transparency, to emphasize the importance of 
crustal shortening in orogeny since the period to which 
the paleogeographic condition applied, is commend- 
able, because students rarely make an  adequate trans- 
lation from the geography of the geologic past to the 
present. It is questionable, however, whether the scale 
of the overlay and maps will accomplish the desired 
objective. The presentation of life sequences is un-
usually interesting, but some will think too much 
paleontologic and stratigraphic nomenclature is in- 
cluded. 

The text gives a well-rounded and adequate presen- 
tation which is skillfully woven to make interesting 
reading. The user will find the text satisfactory, and, 
where the introductory course is a single unit of both 
physical and historical geology, the book should be 
su~e r io r  to others on the current market. 

WEBB 

National Research Council, Washington, D. C. 
and University of California 
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Preliminary Announcement 
Seventh Boston Meeting 

December 26-31, 1953 
Raymond L. Taylor, Associate Administrative Secretary 

FROMthe programs and other events already ar- 
ranged, it is apparent that the 120th Meeting of the 
AMERICANASSOCIATION THE OFFOR ADVANCEMENT 
SCIENCEwill be particularly well balanced, well at- 
tended, and significant-one of the best meetings in 
the long annals of the Association. At this time the 
Association, soon to enter its 106th year, with 238 
affiliates and 50,000 individual members, is on the 
threshold of careful studies to see how its services to 
science, to scientific organizations, to scientists, and 
to society may be improved and increased. 

One of the fundamental purposes for which the 
Association was founded, in September, 1848, still 
endures: ". . . by periodical and migratory meeti?gs, 
to promote intercourse between those who are culti-
vating science in different parts of the United States 
. . ." At Boston this December the annual meeting 
for the year 1953 once more will bring together lead- 
ers and younger men and women in the principal fields 
of science, not only to read papers reporting current 
research and to discuss their specialties, but also to 

attend outstanding symposia and to consider some 
of the problems that affect science and the world 
today. This 120th Meeting has as its theme "Scientific -

Resources for Freedom," and a number of the 18 sec- 
tions of the Association and participating societies 
will have programs devoted to physical resources, 
scientific manpower, and scientific techniques-men, 
materials, and methods-related to the national econ- 
omy, security, and welfare. 

Although this year's 120th Meeting is typical of 
AAAS meetings in the past-with national meetings 
of large societies, interdisciplinary sectional symposia, 
sessions for contributed papers arranged by many of 
the sections, distinguished evening addresses, a large- 
scale Exposition of Science and Industry, and a show- 
ing of the latest foreign and domestic scientific films- 
there is a growing trend toward recurrent conferences 
in which many scientists, irrespective of their special- 
ties, will be interested. At Boston, in addition to the 
Academy Conference, representing the 40 academies 
of science now affiliated with the Association, the Con- 
ference on Scientific Editorial Problems 11, and the 
Conference on Scientific Manpower 111,there will be 
one or two sessions on ((The Scientist in American 
Society" and two sessions on ('Transmission of Igeas." 
For  the first time in many years, a past president of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
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