The American Association
for the Advancement
of Science

HE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-

MENT OF SCIENCE is an organization that has
roughly fifty thousand individual members, and that
represents affiliations with nearly two hundred sci-
entific societies and academies. The Association has
great potentialities for service to individual scien-
tists, scientifiec groups, to science in general, and to
our modern democratic society. It is the deep wish
and the firm intention of the officers of the Asso-
ciation to do all in their power to help realize these
potentinlities.

To move forward with constructive and wise de-
velopments will require the best thinking of all the
membership—hard and serious thinking, objective
and loyal thinking. It will require imagination and
the courage to run some risks in the attempt to serve
great ends. We are confident that these qualities will
be available to serve our Association.

In a situation such as ours, there is always danger
that some members fear that changes will be too
abrupt and too revolutionary, while many others are
disappointed because there seems to be no progress.
We ask for both confidence and patience. To the
members of the first group we want to say that there
is not, and never has been, so far as we know, any
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desire to bring about change that would be disrup-
tive either in tempo or character. To the members
of the second group we want to say that progress
toward the Arden House goals is necessarily and
properly slow; even though that progress has not
become evident as yet, or in any event has not been
publicly aceclaimed, it is occurring.

Although it is the expressed will of the Association,
as evidenced by the unanimous vote of the Council in
favor of the Arden House policy, to alter, to mod-
ernize, and to enliven the annual meetings of the
AAAS, we wish to caution that these changes should
be worked out sensibly and gradually, proceeding by
trial so that it can be assured that the meetings do
in fact furnish that sort of inspiring contact with
all of science which, we are sure, is desired by the
membership.

In particular it is clear that for the time being it
is important to include, at the big annual meeting,
a certain body of short reports of current research
in specialized fields. We bespeak, for our Association
and, particularly, for the meeting in Boston this next
winter, a full and active participation. We pledge
that we will do our utmost to see to it that the Asso-
ciation, in all branches of its work, deserves your
active support.
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