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The Ciba Foundation 

LORn BEVERIDGEhas descrlhed the Ciba Foundation 
tor the Prolrrotion of International Co-operation 

111 J I rd~ca l  and Chennc+al Research in these words: 
"Thls p1ac.e is not a luho~atorp for  ililxlng coin pound^, 
but n c  do mean to make ~t :t lnhoratory for  mixing 
s~ientists." 

an intel  ~~atao~zctlcenter. thc foundation was sct 
np  in London, partly because London occupies a cen- 
t la l  position in world communications, and partly- 
in the words of the late Max Hartmann-because 
"The English language has becorne the scientific lan- 
gunqc of the world, and the sc~entific publicatioris of 
the English-speaking nations today take first place." 

'L'lie foundation is established a3 an educational and 
qclcntifie charity under the lawa of England, but it  
o ~ r e s  its inception to the insight and imagination of 
it3 fonndrr, Ciba Limited of S ~ ~ ~ i t z e r l a n d ,by  which 
body it  uras endowed and 15 supported. I t  is, however, 
~ovcrned  and administered as  an English trust exclu- 
ilr-ely by its dirt1ngnic;hctl tlustees, who a le  a t  present 
E. D. Adrian, president of the Royal Society and Mas- 
ter of Trinity College. Cmnb~idpe;  Lord Beveridge, 
\J or Id-renowned economist ; Lord Ilorder, the eminent 
plijsician; and Raymond Seedllanl, Queen's Counsel 
anil Treasurer of the 31iddlc Teniple. The dlrector of 
tlic Ciba Foundation 1- Gordon Wol.~tenholmc. 

Sir Henry Dale for~ual ly opened the foundation in 
June 1949. Kow that it  has entered on its fourth year 
of activity, it is posslble to  nlabe one or t\\o useful 
gencmlizations as  to the coul.c that has been fol-
lolved and as  to the probable trend of policy for  the 
fnture. 

Thc ba-ic idea was to pro^ ide acconimodation with- 
out charge to leading sci~ntl,tk from overseas, so that 
they could meet each other :uid their Britibh colleagues 
in an atmoqphere conducive to a free exchange of 
r i ~ n s  on their respectne subjects. The guests have 
brril drawn from thirty countries, and a t  Ieaqt 200 
of them have already come frorn the United State5 
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n11d Canada. The idea has proved to be fundanlentally 
tight, and, as  time goes on, it is being worked out in 
an ever-increasing progression. 

F o r  example, a scheme for  short-term Anglo-&'i*ericl~ 
111ediciil bursaries has been arranged between the Cibtr, 
Foundation and the Instltut National d1Hygi8ne, and 
it is contenlplated that this scheme shall be extended 
to other countries. 

In for~na l  symposia, or colloquia, strictly limited in 
membership, have been arranged between leading re- 
search workers from different countries, and these 
have been recorded in publications made available to  
their colleagues throughout the world. Of these (.on- 
ferences, there were nineteen between January 1950 
and December 1952: twelve on endocrinolo~ical suh--
jeets, and the remainder on more general topics-r.g., 
toxemias of pregnancy, liver disease, the spinal cord, 
and the circulation. 

Accominodation has been provided for important 
nleetings of international com~rlittees concerned with 
various aspects of medical research. S ~ n a l l  discussion 
groups, the proceedings of which remain unrecorded 
and unreported, also meet periodically; in these, dis- 
tinguished overseas guests are invited to open debates 
on topics of their own choosing in the presence of 
small gatherings of those actively interested in similar 
research. 

The library of the foundation has daily accessions, 
and the specialized section dealing in endocrinology 
already provides a service probably unique in Great 
Britain. 

Words spoken by Sir Henry Dale on the occasion 
of the opening ceremony may be recalled : "It is lllore 
urgently necessary than evcr before to widen and to 
multiply all legitimate channels of international un-
derstanding and co-operation in science." This aim 
is being realized by the Cibtt F'onndation in a variety 
of wags and on a n  ever-widening front. 
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