the inclusion of the most recent material in the field.
Many of the papers quoted were still in press at the
time the book appeared. This inclusion of recent de-
velopments that have not yet been widely confirmed,
however, has the disadvantage that some of the state-
ments are apt to be superseded in a short time. This
appears already to hold for the statement that sex-
linked genes are unknown in rats and mice (p. 97),
possibly also for the finding of aneuploidy in somatic
cells of man (p. 110).

The heaviest stress of the book is on physiological
genetics. This does not mean that the number of
chapters dealing with this subject has been increased
above that found in other textbooks. It means rather
that a physiological point of view prevails throughout
the book, and physiological material is found secat-
tered in many chapters. The gene-enzyme theory, for
example, is stated in the introductory chapter and is
used in the chapters on Mendelian segregation to ex-
plain the phenomena of dominance and factor inter-

action. The Drosophila v+-substance appears first in
the chapter on sex linkage; self-sterility is discussed
in the chapter on “Inbreeding’ and Selection.”

The wealth of material included in the book and
the emphasis on physiology have led to the result that
relatively little space is devoted to purely formal
geneties. Since this field oecupies much time in most
introductory courses in genetics it appears somewhat
doubtful whether the book will gain wide acceptance
in the teaching of elementary genetics. It should, how-
ever, prove very useful in stimulating superior and
advanced students to occupy themselves more deeply
with the study of geneties and its fascinating progress
in recent years. Even the professional geneticist will
read it with pleasure and profit, since he will find
clearly presented muech material outside his own field
of specialization. o
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