. The various methods of investigating- the effects of
structural flexibility on the dynamic - stability are
amply discussed, as well as methods of allowing for
combined distortion and ecompressibility, the latter
an extension of the general static stability mentioned
previously. .

The student and the practicing engineer will find
the book a fairly comprehensive treatment of the sub-
ject.
: JosEPH BICKNELL
Daniel Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Statistical Theory with Engineering Applications.
A. Hald; trans. by G. Seidelin. New York: Wiley;
London: Chapman & Hall, 1952. 783 pp. $9.00.
This book is well' named, for the primary emphasis

is on theory. The book is written for those who have

had a standard course in differential and integral
caleulus. Although it would seem to be clearly within
the reach of such students, a course in advanced
caleulus would be a real help to one who wished to
follow all the derivations. Proofs are given for practi-
cally all the important developments. The author has
avoided the use of characteristic funetions and higher

algebra in order to make the book available to a

larger group. -

To illustrate the theory, there are many numerical
examples using engineering data. Data from non-
engineering fields are also given-'to exemplify some
of the theory. One might wish for more of the engi-
neering background from which the data were derived,
but more can hardly be expected in a book with the
main emphasis upon theory. A serious deficiency in
the book, as a textbook, is that there are no problems
at all. ‘

In the nearly 800 pages there is a very complete
coverage of standard topies, such as significance tests,
linear and multiple regression, and analysis of vari-
ance, as well as some topies not too commonly avail-
able. This subject matter is more directly of interest
to the research engineer, rather than to the industrial
engineer. Thus there is almost no emphasis upon
acceptance sampling, either for measurements or
attributes, nor upon control charts, which are tools of

basic importance to the industrial man. It is true that -

most of the supporting theory of these methods is to
be found somewhere in the book. But it is not all
together, summarized and illustrated. Furthermore,
there is almost no coverage of sequential analysis,
which is useful both to the industrial man and to the
research engineer. Finally, there is, from this review-
er’s standpoint, too little emphasis on the higher mo-
ments of a distribution. For example, the very useful
Pearson Type III curve is secarcely mentioned.

The foregoing omissions are, however, not too
serious except for the industrial engineer. An author
simply cannot cover everything, and the book is nearly
800 pages without this taterial. It should be a most
valuable book for the research engineer and physical
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'sciéntist, as well as for those working in other fields.

The book is clearly written—in fact, it is a remark-
able job of translation. This reviewer found almost no
typographical errors and none of any consequence.
It is well illustrated by curves and graphs, and the
proofs are compact but clear. A glossary of symbols
with page references is given to help in the always
difficult matter of statistical notation. It has a wealth
of references.

There are no statistical tables, such as those for the
t-distribution. These are all given in an auxiliary book
(Statistical Tables and Formulas, 97 pp., $2.50) -by
the same publisher.

Altogether, the book is a most welcome addition to
statistical literature. '

Irving W. BUrr.
Statistical Laboratory, Purdue University

Prelude to History: A Study of Human Origins and .
Palaeolithic Savagery. Adrian Coates. New York:
Philosophical Library, 1952. 289 pp. Illus. $4.75.

In his preface Mr. Coates says: “This is not a book
for the specialists and experts, though I hope they
will not despise it.” I have heard this book discussed _
by a number of specialists and experts in prehistoric .
archaeology, whose identities I shall not reveal. They
do not despise it. Some of them even think it useful.
But none of them chooses to say much about it.

Mr. Coates appears to be a man who has read
profoundly. With all the references, new and old, at
his fingertips, he can tell you exactly what everyone

.of consequence has said at any given moment. For

that reason his work is a splendid intelligence report
on the fleld of paleolithic archaeology, up to the turn
of the half-century. He has, furthermore, read physi-
cal anthropology, primate behavior, ethnography, and
psychology, over a classical background. He is an
eminently well-educated man and he writes well.

The trouble is that, as Coates, he has not much to .
say. We are told that Julian Huxley said this and
Gordon Childe said that. Even Coon said some things
in 1939, which he would hesitate to repeat in 1952,
but Coates does not know this. He lives in a world of
books, not of men. That is why the experts have little
to say about Prelude to History. a

This silence is perhaps a pity, sinee the educated"
layman needs a well-written résumé of current archae-
ological knowledge, along with current theory, and
there seems to be no other place where he can get
both, in such abundance and eclarity, for $4.75. It is-
also a pity that a man who has read so widely does
not know that chipped flint balls from the lower
paleolithic of Algeria could hardly have been used for
stone-boiling. What is worse, he deduces from the
existence of these few balls that “fire was also used
from the earliest time for cooking” (p. 90). Boiling
of any kind is a technique still unknown to the more -
primitive hunters today. There is no evidence what- .
ever that the people who made the flint balls cooked at
all, or even had fire. This example reveals a prineiple.
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