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N February 9, 1951, this page was devoted to 
a discussion of the Association's plans fo r  a new 

building, and now, after nineteen months, i t  is time 
to report again. With the Council's endorsement, the 
Building Committee has continued its work of plan- 
ning; and John R. Dunning has been carrying on the 
task so energetically started under the chairmanship 
of Roger Adams, who retired from office on January 
14, 1952. 

I n  1951 the Building Committee had tentatively con- 
cluded that a three-story edifice, designed to meet the 
Association's needs, was the best solutioil to the hous- 
ing problem; but there has been a growing conviction 
that property is so valuable in this section of Wash- 
ington as  to warrant the nlaxinlu~il utilization per- 
mitted under the District's zoning regulations. The 
Architects Collaborative, of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, was coll~missioned to design a n  appropriate 
building, and the result is pictured on the accompany- 
ing photograph of a scale model. 

The irregular shape of the lot, the rigid linlitations 
on the area available fo r  construction, and the 90-fo6t 
zoning restriction on height dictated the prismatic 
form of the eight-story structure and will require the 
use of basement space below street level f o r  the park- 
ing of approximately forty cars. Necessity bred in- 
genuity, for  the result is a unique but attractive and 
dignified structure that will provide the Association 
with artistic and efficient headquarters. Initially, the 
first two floors will suffice fo r  offices and conference 
rooms, and the six upper floors will be available to  
t e n a n t s p e r h a p s  other scientific organizations that 
are  seeking modern quarters in Washington. 

The gap  between plans and a building ready f o r  
occupancy is a wide one, not so much in time a s  in 
the means of execution. Application f o r  permission to 
build this type of structure is even now before the 

District Zoning Coln~llission. Problems of financing are 
being studied, and it  is hoped that members tund friends 
of the Association, whose generous response to  a single 
letter in 1946 niade the purchase of the site possible. 
will again assist substantially in  minimizing the finan- 
cial burden. The timing of construction calls fo r  care- 
ful  analysis of current conditioiis in  the building in- 
dustry and of the availability of structural materials, 
a s  well as a n  appraisal of future prospects. The 
rental of temporary quarters during the period of 
construction poses another set of problems, and due 
consideration 111ust also be given to the occupants of 
residences on the property. 

Xonetheless, i t  is believed that a complete project 
can be formulated soon, and that its soundness and 
good sense will win immediate approval of the Coun- 
cil and staunch backing from the entire AAAS inem- 
bership. 
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