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HE Agricultural Research Institute has been

organized under the auspices of the National
Academy of Sciences—National Research Council at
the request of approximately 100 scientists, repre-
sentative of agricultural industries and research agen-
cies, who met on December 10, 1951.

The intent of the ARI is to provide a mechanism
for the collaboration of industrial, academie, and gov-
ernmental scientists in promoting agricultural re-
search and practices that will lead to the best long-
time utilization of the nation’s agricultural resources.
The plan establishes the ART as a fiscal organization
of industries having a stake in agriculture, partici-
pating through designated technical representatives,
and the Agricultural Board as a functional and de-
liberative body of scientists, appointed by the NRC
to survey the scientific potentials of agriculture. The
ARIT will not control either the membership or the
activities of the Agricultural Board but will aid in
its activities and benefit from participation in its
proceedings.

The Agricultural Board was established under the
NRC in 1944 upon joint recommendation of the Divi-
sion of Biology and Agriculture and of the Asso-
ciation of Land-Grant Colleges and Universities. Al-
though members serve without compensation, funds
are required for meetings and for administrative
facilities to effect the objectives of the board.

Several board committees in the field of animal
seience have sponsored the publication of useful re-
ports, and committees dealing with the plant sciences
have recently become affiliated with the board. One,
the Committee on Preservation of Indigenous Strains
of Maize in the Americas, is collaborating with the
Technieal Cooperation Administration and the Rocke-
feller Foundation. Another, the Committee on Plant
and Crop Eecology, has subcommittees on aerobiology,
agroclimatology, conservation, crop geography and
vegetation analysis, plant crop yields, and plant dis-
eases and pests.
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The Agricultural Board, if properly implemented,
can (1) mobilize the scientific talent of government,
industry, and universities into committees competent
to comprehend the broad problems of agriculture and
the order in which they should be attacked; (2) col-
lect facts and evaluate existing knowledge in rela-
tion to predictable results of present policies or prac-
tices in agriculture; (3) determine trends in current
research and select neglected areas most likely to yield
profitable long-range results; (4) disseminate knowl-
edge and expedite the transition of research discov-.
eries to applications in technological practice, govern-
mental policies, or socioeconomic affairs.

The ARI, when fully activated, ecan help provide
funds for the Agricultural Board; provide informa-
tion, suggest pertinent problems, and keep the board
alert to forces that determine the course of develop-
ment of agricultural industry; disseminate the judg-
ments, implications, and applications of the board’s
activities.

Funds for the ARI are proposed to acerue from
annual dues and from other sources approved by its
governing board and by the NAS-NRC. Contributing
members would be drawn from corporations engaged
in the production, processing, and marketing of agri-
cultural products; in the manufacture of agricultural
equipment, materials, or supplies; and in scientific or
economie research- related to agrieulture. A eclass of
non-dues-paying membership drawn from state and
federal experiment stations, academie institutions, sei-
entific societies, and other organizations or individuals
engaged in agricultural activities directed to the pub-
lic welfare is also contemplated.

The ARI is one new organization among many, and
its success will depend on the need for this kind of
service and. the willingness of prospective members to
participate in its affairs. It must be dedicated to the
public welfare and to objective scientific judgment.
Inquiries and expressions of interest may be addressed
to the Agricultural Research Institute, 2101 Constitu-
tion Ave., Washington, D. C.
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