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Survey of Physmloglcal
Sc1ence

HE Amerlcan Physiological Society indicated its

mterest in constructive planning by sponsoring
two committee studies in 1945 and 1946. The reports
showed the need and opportunity for a serious exam-
ination of the status and trends of physiological
science. This year seemed propitious, and, with ap-
proval of the council, Ralph W. Gerard, chairman of
one of the earlier committees and now president of
the society, approached the National Science Founda-
tion last fall for support. The foundation is concerned
with like problems for all of science, and it responded
enthusiastically. On April 4 Alan T. Waterman, di-
rector of the foundation, reported on this page:

At the present time we are discussing with a leading
society a plan, proposed by the society -itself, to review
the present and potential research aectivities in its field,
to survey its trained manpower résourées, and to study
the relationship of this field to seience and educatlon in
general.

The foundation  has- subsequently announced the
award of a contract to the American Physiological
Society for a two-year study of the history, status,
and role of physiology in the United States (ScIENCE,
115, 566 [1951]).
: Founded in 1887 “to promote the advance of physi-
ology,” the American Physiological Soeiety now rep-

resents 1310 professional physiologists from univer-
" sities, industry, government laboratories, institutes,
and foundations. Physiologists are interested broadly
in functional processes of living organisms, and for
this segment of science the society and the National
Science Foundation are alike concerned with four
main’ problems:

1) National and other policy for promoting research
and education in physiology;

2) The 1mpaet of physiological science upon the na-
tional welfare, via medicine and related professions, agri-

culture and animal husbandry, industry, government,
foundations, and universities;
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3) Existing and projected resources (finances, instal-

lations, matenals, persons) and programs of research

and teaching in physiology by educational 1nst1tut1ons,
industry, and government;

4) The present status, past development, and projected
trends of research content and practme and of teaching
emphasis.

The Survey of Physiological Science is the first
stocktaking endeavor to be supported by the National
Science Foundation, and it is hoped. that it will be
a prototype from which similar eﬁorts in other fields
of science may benefit.

The central committee created to- dlrect the two-
year survey is under the chairmanship of Ralph W.
Gerard, professor of physmlogy, University of Chi-
cago. Deputy chairman is Wallace O. Fenn, professor
of physiology, University of Rochester.

Ex officio members are Eugene M. Landis, presi-
dent-elect of the soclety, and Milton O. Lee,; executive
secretary and managing -editor. Orr E. Reynolds, on
leave from the Office of Naval Research, where he is
director of the Biological Sclences,Dlvmon, is serv-
ing as executive director for the initial phase of the
survey.

The success of such an mvestlgation w1ll depend
upon the choice and range of problems studied, the
methods of approach, and the critical and incisive
evaluation of the findings. The collaboration of many
individual scientists and societies having physiological
interests will be sought. Especially helpful, however,
is the sound background that advice from interested

scientists can provide. Suggestions relative to physio-

logical research, education, and administration ; means
of inquiry and serutiny; and sources of collected in-
formation are solicited. The committee and staff will
be grateful for all such suggestions, which may be
addressed to:

Survey of Physiological Science

American Physiological Society

2101 Constitution Ave.

‘Washington 25, D. C.

RaLer ‘W. GERARD
Orr E. REYNOLDS
The American Physwlogwal Society
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