The scope is patently designed to leave the reader
with a balanced view concerning distribution, living
requirements, and adaptations of animals over the
world. Although it may be classed primarily as a
textbook for college courses in ecology, Ecological
Animal Geography always has been a good reference
for mature biologists looking for basic information
outside their specialties, and the second edition should
thus be better still. Especially useful from the stand-
point of easy orientation of ecological complexities
are the reviews of faunal types characteristic of given
habitats.

The book should instill in its readers a wholesome
appreciation of life as a phenomenon, of the great
push of organisms to ocecupy essentially every habit-
able place that they can reach, to live or try to live
somehow from abyssal ocean depths to mountaintops,
in caves, brine lakes, deserts, and other restricted
niches to the lushest of prairies, marshlands, estuaries,
and rain forests.

PauL L. ERRINGTON
Agricultural Experiment Station
Towa State College

Principles of Geology. James Gilluly, Aaron C.
Waters, and A. O. Woodford. San Francisco: Free-
man, 1951. 631 pp. $5.75.

Principles of Geology is one of the most stimulating
books of its kind to appear in recent years, yet this
reader finds it difficult to evaluate.

A nice balance of subject material is achieved al-
though those following a more conventional approach
will find an unorthodox lack of emphasis on geo-
morphological aspects. In general the organization and
approach used by the authors seem well designed for
their stated purpose of acquainting the reader with
the fundamentals of geology. Their task is lightened
by liberal use of simple analogies aimed to help the
reader bridge the gap from the familiar to the new.
Further, the numerous examples referred to in the
text are excellent, and the technique of summation used
following each chapter is to be commended. The book
benefits also from a pleasing format, numerous excel-
lent line drawings, and well-selected photographs.

There is, however, an unevenness in the quality of
writing and organization that detracts from an other-
wise exceptionally fine text. The style of writing is
highly variable, sometimes reaching the extreme of an
incomplete sentence (p. 323).

On the whole, this reviewer is in complete accord
with the authors’ principle of providing a background
of allied fact for the geologic process under immediate
discussion. Occasionally, however, the wealth of detail
may obscure the immediate objectives.

The insertion of a chapter on ground water between
those on glaciation and deserts (essentially wind ero-
sion) seems to interrupt the development of the land
surface erosion theme. The chapter on ground water
might more suitably follow a discussion of deserts.

Again, definitions of textures of metamorphie rocks
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appear in Chapter 5, whereas the detailed deseription
is treated in Appendix I'V. It would have improved the
organization of the chapter to have treated this group
in entirely the same fashion as the igneous and sedi-
mentary rocks. Furthermore, though Gilluly, Waters,
and Woodford are meticulous in providing background
material elsewhere in the text, by contrast they are
quite parsimonious with the material presented in Ap-
pendix IV covering “Identification of Rocks.”

The above are, at worst, minor criticisms. The book
is stimulating, although on occasion ponderous; it is
teachable, if my experiment in handing it to a com-
plete novice is any guide; and it is nicely objective
in its approach.

Some persons may question whether Principles of
Geology is altogether suited to a group with no sei-
entific background. (I rather think it would stimulate
them to rise to its level.) There is no question but
that it is to be recommended for the advanced under-
graduate.

The authors and publishers are to be congratulated
on a fine piece of work.

JANET M. AITKEN
Department of Geology and Geography
University of Connecticut
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York: Reinhold, 1951. 848 pp. $15.00.
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