moderately serious student who tries to tackle the gen-
eral Russian literature, with its many varied forms
of expression, shaded meanings, idioms, and plain
“slang.” On the other hand, a period of a year should
suffice for a fairly sound adaptation to scientifie
Russian.

Here is a welcome and sound addition to the avail-
able textbooks dealing with the Russian language.
Points of grammar are well illustrated with numerous
examples, and a liberal sprinkling of tables of the
usual word forms is provided, along with a vocabulary
of nominal size. The author points out that the truly
phonetic nature of the language is frequently modified
in actual speech and that the student eannot expect
to “sound” like a Russian, unless a Russian-speaking
colleague aids him in the proeess. However, the re-
viewer feels.that Dr. Perry has done an.excellent. job-
of providing numerous pronuneciation aids, of which
the indication of accent placing is probably the most
important.

The logical order of presentation used in the book
must be commended, particularly the early stress on
reading aloud; the usefulness of this deviee cannot be
overemphasized in studying the Russian language.

In physical appearance the book is attractive, and
the “open” appearance of the pages, with room for
marginal notes, is welcome to many “scribblers”
among us. The price is rather high, although not out
of line with the current trend—particularly when the
thoroughness of treatment is considered.

It is a minor fault of the book that the “dropped”
letters of the prerevolutionary Russian are mentioned
only briefly in the beginning. Many of the classical
scientific works in Russian belong to the early days,
and a student might encounter a bit of trouble in
reading such material, after seeing only the examples
of modern Russian in.the book provided by Dr. Perry..

G. M. K0oSOLAPOFF
Department of Chemistry
Alabama Polytechnic Institute
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