No attempt was made to delve into medical my-
cology, the biochemistry, physiology, and genetics of
fungi, or the production of antibiotics: . . . . this
book must not be expected to be a complete encyclo-
pedia of fungi, but rather the foundation upon which
to lay the various superstructures of the edifice of
Mycology.”

The book concludes with a guide to the literature for
the identification of fungi. We are first given instrue-
tions on procedure based on the author’s half century
of experience in botany. The literature lists which fol-
low are superbly organized and should be easy to use.
The book is very well indexed.

One cannot commend this classic handbook too
highly. Extremely useful for beginners, it has much to
offer the advanced mycologist.

GEorGE P. CHILD
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology
Albany Medical College

The Private Life of the Protozoa—And of Their Neigh-
bors, the Metazoa and the Insect Larvae. Winifred

Duncan. New York: Ronald, 1950. 141 pp. $3.00.

This is an incredible book. That it got written is per-
haps not astonishing, because people with an itch to
write are likely to perpetrate almost anything. But
that it got published passes understanding. I can think
of no way of conveying the flavor of the book except
by quotation, for which purpose the thrilling account
of malaria transmission will serve admirably :

This final knock of fate started from that quiet spore
which had dropped, some time back, into the pool, from
the foot of a.canyon wren, and had sunk into the mud.

Late in July, when the rains were in full swing, a
young mosquito larva found this spore and ate it. The
spore remained quiet until the larva climbed up out of
the water and became a winged mosquito, very dainty and
charming. The spore then woke up, divided itself into a
male and female cell, and the male fertilized the female.
Out of this was born a tiny, worm-like creature, pointed
at one end, which bored its way right through the mos-
quito’s stomach, got into its blood stream and finally
landed in its salivary glands. On this journey it had
rounded up and burst again into a lot of little spores.

You can guess the rest. One night when the mosquito
was flying happily about it happened to run into Mr.
Mae, and to plunge its proboscis into Mr. Mac’s arm,
where it found a lot of nice, red blood. But it also
squirted in a lot of baby spores, and the baby spores
loved the delicious, round beefsteaks in Mr. Mac’s
blood, and pretty soon Mr. Mac got chills and fever.
Honest! ’ :

The author points out in her preface that she is
writing “in the narrative form usually reserved for
fiction” and making an “experiment in biography”
which “required that I take certain liberties.” So the
‘book, apparently, is intended for amusement rather
than instruction. But I find the purple prose tiring,
even aside from its lack of any connection with the
workaday world of facts. The book is liberally -illus-
trated with line drawings, which I presume are in-
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tended to be “artistic,” since the author states that “no
attempt has been made to show the actual relation in
size between the animals and the plants on which they
are found.” The drawings may or may not be good art,

 but they are certainly bad natural history.

MarsTON BATES
Riverside, Connecticut
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