
present-day knowledge of plants does not mean that 
physiological, cytological, genetic, and taxonomic view- 
points are not well presented. I n  fact, a fair knowledge 
of biochemistry is needed to get the full import of some 
paragraphs-and especially the chapter on "Plant Prod-
ucts and their Utilization by Man." The first chapter, 
"The Content of Botany," lays out the whole field of 
plant science, but a beginning student may well not have 
enough understanding of the way scientific knowledge 
has to be organized to get much out of this in the first 
reading assignment. Much of its content might better be 
developed a t  the end of the book, although, of course, 
some introductory clue as to what botany is all about 
should be given. 

The illustrations used are excellent and well selceted; 

most of them are original. The photographs are good and 
show what they purport to. The diagrams display evidence 
of having been designed by a teacher who knows what 
students need to be shown. The format of the whole book 
is pleasing, and the typography is most satisfactory. Why 
the text figures and the plates are not numbered in one 
series so that they can be found more easily needs ex-
planation. A spot check of the index indicates that i t  is 
adequate, although i t  would have been helpful to have the 
pages where illustrations are found designated. The idea 
of having questions for further thought and study and a 
list of good reference books is commendable. 
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