
pp.) includes a new section on Ilering and a revised treat- 
ment of Kiilpe; the establishinent of modern psychology 
in Great Britain (44 pp.) is new in considerable part. 
The establishment of modern American psychology (79 
pp.) gives a n  old chapter on the pioneers and a new 
chapter on functionalism a t  Chicago and Columbia, and 
within educational psychology and mental testing. The 
old survey of psychology by decades is gone, being re-
placed by new chapters on Gestalt psychology (33 pp.) ,  
behavioristics (44 pp.) . brain function (28 pp.) , and 
dynamic psychology (43 pp.). The book ends with a 
reassessment of psychology (9 yp.) as Boring non sees it. 

Like the old, the new edition treats history in terms 
of personalities. The life, the development of ideas, the 
impact on students and colleagues, are described for  each 
of psychology's great men and most of its near-great. 
Here the lecturer can find assetnbled those tidbits of per- 
sonal information that  bring the dead past alive for  the 
student. Here are not only the ideas of the past, but 
also an  interpretation of how they came into being, with 
interesting conclusions about the role of the great nlan 
in history. 

Knowing that  this book is a txue revision, which, never- 
theless still treats history in terms of personalities, psy- 
chologists will ask but one question about it. Does i t ,  
now, really go beyond the development of structural psy- 
chology; beyond sensation, perception, and the classical 
treatment of the higher mental processes; beyond that  
somewhat limited group of men who arrogated to them- 
selves the name of experimental psychologists and, by 
implication, relegated the student of learning, the mental 
tester, the social psychologist, and others to fields only 
partially within the realm of science? There is no simple 
snswer to the question. 

Twenty years have made a change in Boring. The 
great  events in psychology's history are now Fechner's 
Elemente der Psyclzophysik, Ebbinghaus' Ueber das 
Gedtichtnis, and Freud's Die l'raa~mdetctung. The lives 
and something of the ideas of such moderns as  Holt, Tol- 
man, Eull, Skinner, Sears, Lashley, Lewin, and Murray 
are described. Psychology's greatest names are Darwin 
and Freud, Helmholtz and James, and Boring is no longer 
concerned with whether one oan properly call these men 
' (experimental psychologists ) ) or even "psychologists. " 
Titchener is  now "important in the history of American 
psychology" rather than "very important, " as the first 
edition held him to be. Dynzmic psychology merits s 
whoIe chapter to itself, a chapter which leaves the i111- 
pression tha t  much of the future belongs to this field. 
On the other hand, an  uncritical reader of the index 
might conclude tha t  Wundt and MeDougall are the only 
names of importance in the history of social psychology. 
Thomas Brown's secondary principles of association are 
incompletely listed in a sentence, whereas Wundt's tridi-
mensional theory occupies a page, and Lotze's theory of 
space perception covers three and one-half pages. Learn-
ing theories, as  such, are never developed, even though 
Ebbinghaus' contribution is now seen to be tha t  of open- 
ing up the field of learning rather than the field of higher 
mental processes. 

This reviewer is  in doubt as  to whether he should criti- 
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cize Boring for  his omissions in broadening the term "ex- 
perimental psychology" or praise him for broadening it 
as much as he has. The Zeitgeist has worked on Boring. 
but, as a psychologist might except, i t  has not com-
pletely changed the personality of twenty years ago. 
Since the book will, and should, influence a t  least one 
more generation of psychologists, i t  can only be concluded 
tha t  the accidents of personality will produce a genera-
tion better oriented in the history of experimental psy- 
chology narrowly defined than in the history of experi-
mental psychology broadly drfined. 

Readers of the first edition will not be surprised to 
hear that  the second edition is written for readers who 
have more than a passing acquaintance mith psychologi 
cal terms and ideas. For  such readers the new book will 
be supcrbly clear, f a r  more so than the first edition. A t  
times i t  will purposely amuse. Frequently i t  will sparkle 
mith stimulating integrations a ~ l d  contrasts. It will not 
distract with errors of proof or print. It is a classic, 
revised and much improved. 

CHARLESW. BRAT* 
H u m a n  Resources Research Center 
Lackland Air  Force Base 
S u n  Antonio, Texas  

*The vipns expressed in this review are t h o ~ e  of the 
author and do not necessarily represent the offici'll views of 
the United Stntes Air Force. 
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