
News and Notes 

London Conference on Optical Instruments 

Stanley S. Ballard 

Physics Department, Tufts College, Medford, Massachusetts 

This conference, with a membership of 250, was held 
a t  Imperial College, London, July 19-26. Although the 
great majority of the attendants were from the United 
Kingdom, 14 other countries mere represented. The con- 
ference was limited to practical rather than theoretical 
questions, and it  was further constrained to symposia on 
reflecting microscopes, reflecting telescopes, phase-con- 
trast microscopes, spectrophotometers, gratings and grat- 
ing instruments, photographic and projection lenses, and 
new optical materials. The manuscripts presented will 
be published in a volume by Chapman and Hall, Ltd. 
(John Wiley and Sons, Inc.), late this winter. 

A significant feature of the conference was the op-
portunity provided to discuss the papers, and many im- 
portant contributions were made in the course of the 
discussions. For instance, in the session on reflecting 
microscopes it  was made clear that there is much activity, 
especially in England, the U S., and Holland, on the 
designing of catadioptric systems, where the reflecting 
surfaces may be either spherical or aspherieal. The ap- 
plications of reflecting microscopes in biophysics and bio- 
chemistry are numerous and appear to be increasing at  a 
rapid rate, probably largely because of the greater effec- 
tiveness of these systems in ultraviolet work over the 
conventional refracting systems. 

Phase-contrast is another technique that is achieving 
wide use in microscopy. 4 new accessory was presented 
by M. Franpon, of the Institut d'optique of Paris, which 
permits the ready conversion of an ordinary microscope 
for phase-contrast use. 

In  a session on spectrofihotometers it  was emphasized 
that this instrument must how be regarded as a standard 
analytical tool for the monitoring and the control of ap- 
propriate industrial color processes rather than just an 
academic research item. I t  was indicated that the future 
trend in the design of spectrophotometers will be in the 
adaptation of the simple) single-beam instruments for 
double-beam use, rather than in the construction of more 
complicated double-beam or memory-device, single-beam 
instruments. Two methods for effecting this simplifica- 
tion have already been de+eloped, a t  least partially: one 
by Halford and Savitzky, of Columbia University, em-
ploying phase discrimination, and the other by a group 
at  the University College, Southampton, England, using 
different chopping frequencies for the sample and the 
comparison beams and an electronic method of balanc-
ing out the comparison signal. 
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The new echelle gratings, which have been developed 
at  the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the 
Bausch and Lomb Optical Company, were described to 
an interested audience. These high-resolution gratings 
are best used in conjunction with an ordinary spectro- 
graph, where they increase the useful dispersion by a fac- 
tor of 10-50 with very little decrease in photograpllic 
speed. A method of achieving higher disperson and reso- 
lution, using a conventional diffraction grating two or 
three times over by reflecting the light back in the 
"blaze" direction, was described by Hulth6n of, Sweden. 
A new method for making high-quality plane diffraction 
gratings is being developed at  the National Physical Lab- 
oratory in England, following the suggestions of Sir 
Thomas Merton. I t  employs an ingenious method of 
correcting the periodic errors of the ruling-engine screw. 
The series of elaborate tests developed for testing the 
quality of the gratings is particularly noteworthy, but 
can only be fully appreciated when one has the oppor- 
tunity of examining the setup. Plans for the large as- 
tronoqical telescope for Great Britain were described and 
were the subject of much discussion. This, apparently, 
is a field in which it  is considered dangerous to follow 
any but the conventional instrumental pattern because of 
the large amount of money involved in the building of 
large telescopes. Nevertheless, the British are starting 
out in a somewhat new direction with their dual-purpose 
telescope. 

The use of combined refracting-reflecting optical sys- 
tems jn a high-precision theodolite was demonstrated by 
Lotmar of Switzerland. The resulting compactness and 
high optical quality of this system commend it  for further 
study, not only for transits but also for high-powered 
military telescopes. 

I t  seemed to the writer that the outstanding features 
of this excellent conference were the restriction of the 
subject matter to a few important items, the skillful 
scheduling of papers and allowance for adequate (and 
sometimes previously planned) discussion, the inspiring 
leadership provided by the several chairmen during dis- 
cussion periods, and the sustained interest of the confer- 
ence members throughout the five days of meetings. The 
contrast with some of our crowded, multipapered, simul- 
taneous-sessioned scientific meetings is too apparent to 
require c o m m e n t i t  must be true that useful, although 
quite different, purposes are served by both types of 
meetings. 
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The Thirteenth Meeting of the Meteoritical Society 

John A. Russcll 
Departwtevct of Asttoiroiny, University of  Sozrtherlr Califor~tia, Los A~tgcles 

RIctcoriticists from M i c l ~ i g ~ n  lo t~ed  the sessions of the second day, mas Assistant Dircc- to California conrcned a t  
FI:~gst:~ff,~\rizon:l, 011 Sel)ten~l)cr5 for t l ~ c  13th t n c e t i ~ ~ g  tor  E. D. Ilclice, of the Museum of Nortlleru Arizona. 
of t l ~ e  hletcoritical Society. Ilost of tlte society for  the tilgHis  illustrated lecture on shooting the rapids t l~ roug l~  
sessions on Scptcniber 5 and 6 \vas tlle Museum of North- Grand Canyon of the Colorado mas an enjoyable diver- 
ern Arizona, \vl~ose director, IIarold S. Colton, extended sion. I t  was follo~\,ed by a showing of motion pictures 
the T-isitors every courtesy. of solar prominences filmed a t  the Harvard Observatory 

I n  the course of the t\lro-day program, 27 papers were Station a t  Climax, Colorado. 
presented OII topics as  dircct a t ~ d  sljcctro- was spent a t  the Bar- sucll r : ~ r i ~ l  The third day of t l ~ e  meeting 
grnl~liic obscrr:~tions of ~ncteors, laboratory inrestigatiol~s ringer I I~ t co r i t c  Crater a t  the invitation of its o\mers, 
of Iligl~->l~cerl air  tlr:~g on cul~cs a t  11igl1 Jl:tc11 Sknt~tlard Iron of i ts~ I I I ~ I : I C ~ ,  The Company Pl~iladcll)ltia, and 
nun~ l~c r s ,n~ir~er:~logicnl a 11uln1)cr of ~ncte- Tllcodore gcncral of:~n:ilyses of curatole, Jol~nson. A cx~~lora t ion  
orites-including scvcral old Japanese falls-antl~ropo- the cratcr fro111 its floor to areas tvell outside i ts  rinl was 
logical asljccts of u~etcoritcs, recently discorerccl tcrres- madc (111ri11g tlie n iorni~~g.  After lunch, a closing session 
trial craters of possible or probable nlcteoritic origin, was held on a promontory overlooking the cmtcr. The 
suhsurf:~cc studies a t  the Bayringer hIcteoritc Crater, a high light of the afternoon was the report of tlle retiriug 
proposed college curriculum in meteoritics, age dctcr- prcsident of the society, Arthur S. Icing. Dr. R ing  out- 
min:ltion of t~~ctnl l icn~ctcol.itcs tlirougl~ their helium lined the notnble advances in meteoritics during the past  
content, metcoritic:~l grcnt cil.cle p ~ o l ~ l e n ~ s ,  four years and expressed to President-elcct L. F. Brady,phenomena 
erroneously attributed to mclteorites, a lost meteorite, curator of geology a t  t l ~ e  Museum of Northern Arizona, 
ant1 an cstin~atc of the energy of the great Siberian his I ~ s t  \visllcs and his confitlcnce tha t  the progress of 
meteorite b ~ s e d  on thc theory of atomic clouds. the last four years would continue through Dr. Brxdy's 

The guest spcaicer a t  t l ~ e  society diuner, which fol- admiuistration. 

About People J. J. Galloway, professor of stra-
tigraphy and paleontology a t  Indi-

University of Kansas, have becn ap- 
pointed instructors in the Dcp:~rt-

G. Lyman Duff, dean of the ana Unircrsity, is on sabbatical leave merit of Zoology a t  the University 
Faculty of RIeilicinc, JlcGill Unirer- fo r  the fall setncstcr, i.n order to of Ilassachusetts. 
sit$, \\.ill clelircr thc 13th annual complete llis study of t l ~ e  stratig- 
Louis Gross hfcmorial T,ecture, spon- rapl~y and palcontology of t l ~ e  l l a r -  Pau l  Marsh Pi tman \rill be inaug- 
sored I1y the Ilot~trenl Clinical So- rodsl~urg (l\lississippi:ln) li~nestone urated president of the College of 
ciety, on October 23 a t  t l ~ e  Je\vish of Indiitna. Tom G. Perry,  of the Idaho, Cald~rell, on October 14. L. 
Grncr:ll FIospitnl in Ilontrcal. Dr. University of Toronto, l ~ n s  bocn ap- A. Williams lias bccn acting prcsi- 
Duff's s111,~jcct will I J ~" T l ~ e  Patlro- 
genosis of Atllerosclcrosis. ' ' 

William F. Ehret ,  p~ofessor of 

pointed instructor in goology to 
tcacll courscs in s t r a t i gml~ l~yand 
invcrtcbratc paleontology. 

dent. 

I. I. Rabi, professor of physics a t  
Columbia University, has been ap-

c l~en~is t rya t  New York University, 
is on leave for the ac.ademic year 
1950-51 and is serving as visiting 
professor a t  the Uuiversity of 
Halvaii. 

Recent appointnlcnts to the staff 
of the Department of Physics, Uni- 
vrsity of Connecticut, are E d g a r  
Everhart ,  assistant professor, and 
Otis R. Gilliam, instructor. Dr. 

Elmer Hutchisson, of Case Insti- 
tutc of Trcl~nology, Clevelnnd, will 
scrrc as  acting president during the 
lcnvc of abscncc of T. Kei th  Glen- 
nan, n.110 11as accepted an appoint-
ment as  a member of tlie Atomic 
Energy Commission. Dr. IIutcl~isson 
~vil l  continue in his position as  dean 
of tlie faculty and director of re-
searcl~ an4 of the Graduate Division. 

pointed to membership on t l ~ e  U. S. 
Kational Commission for Uncsco. As 
a mc~nber of tlie U. X. delegation to 
the Unesco General Conerence in 
Florence last spring, Dr. Rabi mas 
largely responsible fo r  the adop-
tion of a resolution to assist and cn- 
courage the formation and organiza- 
tion of regional research centers and 
laboratories in order to increase the 
international collaboration of sci-

E rc r l~n r t  was previously instructor 
in pl~ysics a t  Dartmouth College William B. Nutting, of Cornell 

entists. 

ar.d st:lff mcmbcr of the R:ltlia- University, Harold Ranch, of Ero\lrn Ada Chree Reid was elected presi- 
tion l,al,orfitory a t  MlT. Dr. Gil- Ullirersity, Bronislaw M. Honig- dent of the Medical Women's In-
lianl comes from the Graduate School berg, of the Unirersity of Califor- ternational Association a t  i t s  sixth 
a t  Duke University. nia, and Lyle  0. Dearden, of the congress in Philadelphia. Dr. Reid 



is editor of the J w ~ n a l of the 
American Xedical Vomen's Associa- 
tion n ~ ~ d  a tattcndi~lg cardblogist 
New Pork  Infirmary. 

Warner F. Sheldon, assistant pro- 
fessor of pathology in the University 
of Pcn~~sy l r an i a  School of hhdicine, 
has becn elected director of the 
Mount Desert Island Biological Lab- 
oratory, Salisbury Cove, Maine. Dr. 
Sheldon succeeds J. Wendell Burger, 
associate professor of biology a t  
Tr i l~ i ty  College. 

Thomas C. Watkins, professor of 
economic entomology a t  Corncll Uni- 
versity, has gone to the Unirersity 
of Xlian~i, Coral Gables, Flu., to 
conlplcte a sabbatical leave study. 
Dr. TVatkins will devote his major 
attention to studies and collections 
of inscct pests of subtropical plai~ts,  
including citrus fruits. I Ie  is  mak- 
ing his headquarters a t  the Sub-
tropical I-Iorticultoral Farm recently 
establisl~cd a t  the university. 

Visitors 
Rcccnt visitors nt the U. S. Geo- 

logical Survcy, Wasllil~gton, D. C., 
were: Leslie Kent,  Gcological Sur-
vey, Union of South Africa;  B. G. 
Escher, Leyden University, Nether-
lands; J. H. F. Umgrove, Tilaas-
senaar, Netherlands; Felix Andres 
Vening-Meinesz, Meteorological In-  
stitute, Netl~erlands;  J. F. Cox, 
Free  University, Brussels; J e a n  
Goguel, Ins t i tu te  of Geophysics, 
Geology and Mining, Paris;  and C. 
E Tilley, University of Cambridge, 
England. 

Recent visitors a t  the National 
Burcau of Standards were: E. C. 
Eullard, head of the  National 
Physical Laboratory, Teddington, 
England; Pierre Fleury and Maw-  
ice Francon, of t he  Ins t i tu t  d'Op- 
tiquc, l'aris ; M. Caneppa and Bruno 
de  Finett i ,  of the Istituto Nazion- 
ale per le Applicazioni del Calcolo, 
Rome ; Jacques F. - Cox, Univer-
si ty of Brussels; Ryosuke Hama, 
Ins t i tu te  of Science and Technol-
ogy, University of Tokyo; Marc 
Kampe de  Feriet, Gcole Ccntrale de  
Paris;  Hugh O'Neill, University 
College, Smansea, Glamorganshire, 
Wales; Giulio Racah, The Hebrew 

University, Jerusalem; I v a n  A. 
Rubinsky and r lie Rubinsky, Amer- 
ican University, Beirut;  Elie ROU- 
bine, L'Ecole Supbricure dlElcctri- 
cite, Par is ;  and Dennis  Brown, as-
socintc profcssor, Aucklalld Univer-
sity Collegc, Ne\v Zealand. 

Grants and Awards 
The IIematology Research Founda- 

tion, of Clticngo, recently awarded 
the follo\vii~g fcllomsllips : The Ruth  
Berger Reader Fellowship to Feru 
L. Stcvcnsoll, a t  I-Iektoen Institute 
for  Rcscnrch, Cook County Ilospital; 
the Robert  L. Goldblatt Fellowship 
to Abe Oyamada, a t  Moui~t  Sinai 
Ilospital; and the Dr. Raphael 
Isaacs Fellowship to Aaron M. 
Josephson, a t  Michael Reese Hos-
pital. 

William 3'. Little, engineer i n  
charge of the Photometric Depart- 
ment, Elcctrical Testing Labora-
torics, Nem York City, has rcceived 
the 1950 Illuminating Engineering 
Society Medal, alvarded annnnlly i n  
recognition of achievement mhich has 
furt l~ered the profession, art ,  or 
kno~vlcdge of illuminating engineer- 
ing in the field of engineering, de- 
sign, appliccl illumination, optics, 
oplitl~almology, lighting research, 
education, or administration and 
management. 

Colleges and Universities 
A center for ad~nnced  training 

and rcscarch in zoology is hcjng de- 
velopeil a t  the University of Illinois 
in i ts  museum of nnturnl history. 
Latest additions to the educational 
collection are 450 specimens of ani- 
mal life from the Huachuca Moun- 
tains of Arizona, collected by Don- 
ald I?. Hoffmeister, museum curator, 
and Richard Van Gelder, of Ft .  Col- 
lins, Colo., graduate student a t  Illi- 
nois, i n  a month-long summer trip. 
Added to 350 specimens from the 
Huacliuca region already a t  the Uni- 
versity, they provide tlle greatest 
collection of mammals from the 
area assembled in any museum. 

The University of Nor th  Caro-
lina i s  offering postgraduate medical 

uuurueu for praaticing physicians in 
the state, sponsored by the School 
of Afedicinc and the Extension Di-
vision of the university. TIlc courses 
vil l  be gircn a t  various t o ~ r n s  
througllout t l ~ c  stntc. Spe:~kcrs for 
two courses arrntrgc,d for this fill1 
include Louis A. 11. I<r:~use, U i~ i -  
versity of Rlaryland, Rliltoii L. Mc- 
Call, Jefferson Medical College, Eu-  
gene B. Ferris and A. A. TVeech, Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, $1. IIouston 
Merritt, Columbia Unirersity Col-
lcge of Pl~ysicinns ant1 Surgrons, 
Bentley P. Colcock, The I,ahcy 
Clinic, E. T. Bcll, U~iircrsity of 
hlinncsota, Eugc~lc  Stc:~tl, Dr~lic Uili- 
versity, nnd IInrold 1). Green, Bom- 
man Gray School of Medicine. 

The Stri tch Medical School, Loy- 
ola University, Chicago, plocscntcd 
its second tclcrised postgrnduntc con- 
ference in obstetrics and gynecology, 
Septeml3er 25-09, a t  the I,c\ris Ale-
morial Maternity Hospital, The 
program was made possible t l ~ r o u g l ~  
the cooperation of E. R. Srluibb & 
Sons and the Radio Corporation of 
Amcricn. Among tl~osc taki r~g pnrt 
were TVillinm J. Dicekmann, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Rnlpli A. Rcis and 
Ronald R. Grcene, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, and Harry  A. Obcrl~clm:~n 
and John J. Madden, of Stritch 
Medical School. 

The Ins t i tu te  f o r  Fluid Dynam- 
ics and Applied Mathematics, Uni- 
versity of Maryland, is sl~onsoring 
a scries of pnl~lic Icct~rrcs :1t1(I s~111i-
nars during the fall ncntlc~l~ic tcrm. 
Six Icctures \\ill Ilc gircn I>y Joscl~ll- 
RInric IZ:t~npc de Fcvict, profcssor of 
matl~cmntics, U~lircrsi tp of  I,ille, 
72ho is visiting rcs,)nrcl~ prof(3~sor : ~ t  
the institute. Dr. tlc Fclict 's first 
group of lectures, to be llcltl Octo- 
ber 17-19, \rill be on aspects of 
"Spectrum of Turbulence ant1 Dif- 
fusion." The second group of lea-
tures will be on ('Atrnospl~eric Tur- 
bulence," to be given Deceml~er 12- 
14. Weekly seminars on "Stntisti-
cal Theory of Turbulence" trill be 
conducted by Dr. de Feriet, n t ~ d  Al-
exander Weinstein, researcl~ pro- 
fessor a t  the institute, will c o ~ ~ d r ~ c t  
seminars on "Hilbert Space and 
Theory of Vibrations. ) Sydney 
Goldstein, professor of mathematics, 



Institute of TBchnolugy, Haifa, gave 
a series of lectures during September 
and early October. Further infor-
mation about the seminars, lectures, 
and colloquia of the institute may be 
obtained from Raymond J. Seeger, 
acting director of the institute, Col- 
lege Park, Md. 

A special committee on skin 
metabolism and regeneration has 
been established a t  the University 
of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, 
to correlate studies in these fields 
with particular reference to the 
management of burns and radiation 
injury. Chairman of the committee 
is Clarence S. Livingood, professor 
of dermatology and sgphilology. 

Industrial Laboratories 
The Ercona Corporation, of New 

York City, has been appointed ex-
clusive American agent for Carl 
Zeiss optical instruments, binoculars, 
and photographic lenses. A scien-
tific instrument division has been set 
up by the corporation under the di- 
rection of Alfred Boch. A broad 
range of Zeiss instruments is now 
available for science and industry in 
America. 

The Fairchild Recording Equip- 
ment Corporation of Whitestone, 
New York, has manufactured a con- 
trol track generator which superim- 
poses a high-frequency signal on the 
magnetic tape simvltaneously with 
the sound track. Available for im- 
niediate delivery. 

Instrument News, published quar- 
terly by The Perkin-Elmer Corpora- 
tion, Glenbrook, Conn., in the inter- 
ests of furthering research, material 
analysis, and production through 
modern optical instrumentation, is 
available on request. 

Fred S. Carver, Inc., 345 Hudson 
Street, New York 14, manufacturer 
of hydraulic equipment, has issued 
a catalogue introducing the latest 
edition of the well-known Carver lab- 
oratory press for research and de-
velopment. 

Bell Telephone Laboratories has 
developed a new technique for pho- 
tographing the pattern of sound 

waves. The method will be used fur 
studying waves Brom communica-
tions equipment and for observing 
microwave radio wave patterns. 

Bausch Be Lomb Optical Co. ~ v j l i  
exhibit a new metallograph a t  the 
National Metal Show in Chicago, Oc- 
tober 23-27. 

Scientific Glass Apparatus Co. has 
released What9s Wrw for the Lab-
ovatorg, No. 10, containing descrip- 
tions of many new or improved lab- 
oratory aids. 

A new technical booklet describ- 
ing the use for Hercules Powder 
Company's Vinsol resin in the pro- 
duction of Buna N cements and ad- 
hesives is now available. ' 

Lanco Apparatus News,published 
by Arthur S. La Pine & Company, 
121 West Hubbard Street, Chicago 
10, has been expanded to 8 pages 
covering laboratory supplies and 
reagents and industrial chemicals. 

Radio Corporation of America 
will exhibit 50 years of electronic 
engineering advances a t  the Mid-
Century Exposition in Dallas, Texxs. 
October 7-22. 

The Eastman Kodak Company's 
Eodak Color Handbook provides a 
handy reference and guide for ad- 
vanced amateur and professional 
photographers in 248 pages a t  $4.00. 

Meetings and Elections 

St. Francis Sanitorium for Cardiac 
Children is presenting seminars on 
the nature and treatment of rheu- 
matic fever, on the first Tuesday 
of each month, October 10 to May 
8, 1951. The subjects for discus-
sion each month are: 

Oct. 10-Xature of Rheumatic Fever. 
Nov. 14-Experimental Rheumatic-

like Disease. 
Dec. 12-Present Concepts Regard- 

ing the Xechanism of Heart Failure. 
Jan. 9-Treatment of Rheumatic 

Fever with Cortisone and ACTH. 
Feb. 13-Oxygen Therapy ' 1 Heart 

Disease. 
Mar. 13-Salt Metabolism and Car- 

diovascular Disease. 
Apr. 10-Treatment of Congestive 

Failure in Rheumatic Heart Disease. 
May 8-Methods for Measuring Car- 

diodynamics. 

b'urtl~er inforuvation may be ob 
tained from Reverend Mother Su-
perior, F.M.M., St. Francis Sani-
torium for Cardiac Children, Roslyn, 
Long Island, N. Y. 

An institute on coastal engineer- 
ing, sponsored by the Departments 
of Engineering and the Division of 
Engineering Extension, University 
of California, Berkeley and Los An- 
geles, will be held October 11-14, 
at  the Municipal Auditorium, Long 
Beach. The conference is planned 
to summarize current information 
and techniques for engineers en-
gaged in design, construction, opera- 
tion, and maintenance of coastal 
works. Topics for discussion include 
fundamentals of wave action, devel- 
opment of basic design data, natural 
and artificial movement of sediment, 
site criteria for harbors and other 
coastal works, and design and con-
struction of structures exposed to 
wave action. Programs may be ob- 
tained from Department of Insti-
tutes and Lectures, University Ex-
tension, University of California, 
Los Angeles 24. 

The American Dietetic Associa 
tion will hold its 33rd annual meet- 
ing in Washington, D. C., October 
16-20. Winthrop M. Phelps, medi- 
cal director, Children's Rehabilita-
tion Institute, Baltimore; 0. Spurg-
eon English, head of the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, Temple Uni-
versity School of Medicine and Hos- 
pital, Philadelphia; John R. Mc-
Gibony, chief, Division of Medical 
and Hospital Resources, USPHS ; 
William S. Schram, Veterans Ad-
ministration, Newark; and C. Glen 
Ring, scientific director, Nutrition 
Foundation, New York City, mill be 
among the speakers. A number of 
sessions will be concerned with food 
technology, institution management, 
and professional education. 

The fourth general assembly of 
the World Medical Association will 
meet in New York City, October 16- 
21. The association is composed of 
national professional groups in 39 
countries, and nearly all of these 
will be represented a t  the meeting. 
Objectives of the association are to 
promote closer ties among the na-
tional medical organizations, to 



and Medicir~e, Atomic Energy Uom- 
mission. The course will include 
demonstrations of isotope procedures 
currently employed in biomedical re- 
search and clinical practice. The 
course is open to physicians and 
physical and biological scientists. 
The registration fee is $5.00, and 
the tuition is $20.00. Applications 
should be sent to Director of Gradu- 
ate Medical Education, University of 
Colorado Medical Center, 4200 E. 
Ninth Ave., Denver 7. 

The eighth "Frontiers i n  Chem- 
istry" lecture series, co-sponsored by 
the International Society of the 
Friends of the Kresge-Hooker Li- 
brary and Wayne University Depart- 
ment of Chemistry, will take place 
on Monday evenings a t  7:00 P.JX. 

in Science Hall on the Wayne cam- 
pus, Detroit, Mich. Lecturers and 
the dates of their appearance are: 

October 16-M. G .  Mellon, Pur- 
due University 

October 23-L. L. Quill, Michi- 
gan State College 

October 30-C. G. Swain, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technol- 
'?:!: 

ary 8-12, 1951, under the sponsorship 
of Le Centre National de la Recher- 
che Scientifique. American scientists 
invited to attend are H. H. Aiken, 
Rarvard University; E. W. Cannon, 
National Bureau of Standards ; Nor-
bert Wiener, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology; and E. C. Berkeley, 
Edmund C. Berkeley and Associates, 
New York City. 

The second high frequency meas- 
urements conference, sponsored 
jointly by the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, the Institute 
of Radio Engineers, and the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards, will be 
held in Washington, D. C., January 
10-12, 1951. Conference headquar- 
ters will be a t  the Hotel Statler, 
and the technical sessions will be 
held in the auditorium of the De-
partment of Interior. 

The Illuminating Engineering So- 
ciety elected the following officers 
a t  its recent national technical con- 
ference: president, Walter Sturrock, 
General Electric Co. ; vice president, 
E. M. Strong, Cornell University; 
treasurer, R. F. Hartenstein, Ohio 
Edison Co. ; and general secretary, 

nlaintain the honor and protect the 
interests of the medical profession, 
to study and report on professional 
problems in different countries, to 
exchange matters of interest to the 
profession, to establish relations with 
other health groups, to assist all 
peoples of the world to attain the 
highest possible level of health, and 
to promote world peace. A number 
of technical papers will be presented 
at the scientific session to be held on 
October 18. Alfred Blalock, sur-
geon-in-chief, Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital, will discuss advances in heart 
surgery. The therapeutic uses of 
blood and blood derivatives will be 
described by Louis K. Diamond, 
medical director of blood banks, 
American National Red Cross. Ef-
fects of stresses on human organs 
will be discussed by Hans Selye, di- 
rector of the Institut de Medicine et 
de Chirurgie Experimentales, Uni-
versit6 de Montreal, Quebec. Alfred 
F. R. Andresen, consultant in gas- 
troenterology, Flushing Hospital, 
Brooklyn, will review diseases of the 
stomach and intestine. A confer-
ence of medical editors of the world 
will be held on October 21, presided 

November 6-R. C. Fuson, Uni- A. H. Manwaring, Philadelphia Elec- over by Morris Fishbein, editor of 
versity of Illinois trical & Mfg. Co. the World Medical Association Bzil- 

November 13-T. F. Young, 
University of Chicago 

November 20-1. M. Kolthoff, 
University of Minnesota 

November 27-Henry A. Lardy, 
University of Wisconsin 

December 4-R. T. Arnold, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota 

The noncredit registration fee for 
the series is $5. Qualified persons 
niay arrange for graduate credit 
of one or two hours. Additional in. 
formation may be obtained from 
George H. Coleman, professor of 
chemistry a t  Wayne. 

Abstracts of all lectures will be 
provided registrants in advance. A 
dinner a t  which the speaker will be 
guest of honor will take place a t  the 
University's Student Center a t  5:30 
P.M. on each of the program nights. 
A11 registrants are invited, but 
should make advance reservations. 

An international colloquium on 
Calculating Machines and Human 
Thought will he held in Paris Janil- 

The Plant Science Seminar elected 
the following officers for 1950-51, 
a t  its annual meeting in Boston, 
August 24-30: chairman, Heber W. 
Youngkcn, Jr., University of Wash- 
ington; vice chairmen, Paul D. 
Carpenter, University of Illinois, and 
Carl H. Johnson, University of Flor- 
ida; secretary, Edward P.  Claus, 
University of Pittsburgh; and mem- 
kers of the executive committee, El- 
mer 12. Hammond, University of Mis- 
sissippi, and J. Allen Reese, Uni-
rersity of Kansas. 

Tables of Nuclear Data, recently 
compiled by the National Bureau 
of Standards, are now available. 
The initial ~olume,  together with 
snpplements that will follow a t  six- 
month intervals, will present a com- 
prehensi~e collection of experimental 
T alues of half-lives, radiation ener-
gies, relative isotopic abundances, 
nuclear moments, and cross sections. 
I )~c i lyschemes and level diagrams, 

letin. 

. A .  two-day program, devoted to 
an analysis of recect developments 
i n  the  applications of radioisotopes 
to  biomedical problems will be con- 
ducted a t  the University of Colo-
rado Medical Center, Denver, on 
October 19 and 20. Talks will be 
presented on the interaction of radia- 
tion with biological systems, prob- 
lems of protection and dosimetry in 
biological applications of isotopes, 
recent biochemical developmerits util- 
izing isotopes, the use of 1131  as a 
clinical test for thyroid function, 
therapeutic applications of radio-
phosphorus and radioiodine in vari- 
ous clinical conditions, and progress 
in clinical applications of various 
isotopes. Guest speakers will include 
Rulon Rawson, Sloan-Iiettering In- 
stitute, New York City, Paul Aebrr- 
sold, George Manov, and Allen 
Lough, Isotopes Division, Atomic 
Energy Commission, Oak Ridge, and 
John Z. Bowers, Divisioti of Biology 



uwra than 125 of whch are indluded 
in the tables now ready, will be pro- 
vidcd \vlicrever possible. Refer-
encrs to over 2,000 original papels 
mnke it possible for t l ~ c  research 
norlter to c\nluatc t l ~ c  dct:~ils of pre- 
vious i~~vcstig:rt io~is ex-and to d c s ~ g ~ i  
p e r ~ n ~ e u t sto resolve existing dis-
cre1)ailcies. The publication is avail- 
able from the Superilltendent of 
Documents, U. S. GPO, Washington 
25, D. C., a t  $4.25 a copy, which in- 
cludes the price of three supplements. 
Remittances from foreign countries 
must be made in U. S. exchange and 
must include an  additional sum of 
one-tl~ircl the publication price to  
corcr n~a i l i i~gcosts. 

Tlie U. S. Naval Ordnance Test 
Station a t  Inyokern, Calif., is cstab- 
lisl~ing a group of mi~tl~cinaticians 
and statisticians for weapons evalu- 
ation lvork, and is  recruiting tecli- 
nical personnel for the n~ork. There 
are also openings for recent gradu- 
ates and tllcorctical physicists with 
specialized iiltcrests in solid state 
pl~ysics, atomic physics, fluid me-
cl~anics, hydrodyi~amics, aerodynam- 
ics, a ~ ~ d  other ficlds of classical phys- 

ics. l.'ull inforination can be ob-

tained from J. B. IIaniilton, Head, 

Professional Placement Branch, 

U. S. N. 0. T. S., Inyokern, China 

Lake, Calif. 


Prcsidcntial approval of the omni- 
bus appropriations bill for 1951 
makes available to the Public 
Health Service $3,600,000 for  re-
search with cortisone and ACTH. 
The entire sum is allocated for re-
searcli grants to nonfcderal institu- 
tions and scientists. The work nil1 
be directed toward evaluating pre- 
liminnry results already achieved 
with these compounds and toward 
further investigation of their pos-
sible dangers and benefits. Grants 
will be made largely for study of tho 
compoullds in relation to arthritis 
and cancer, mental and neurological, 
metabolic, and cardiovascular dis-
eases, as well as  for basic laboratory 
studies on the general biological ef. 
fects of the compounds. 

I n  carrying out tlie program, the 
P I IS  mill continue to cooperate with 
the Department of Agriculture i n  

~t-eklugplaut JUUI.U~-8 whichfrum 
cortisone and other steroids can be 
obtained. Although chemical syn-
tl~esis and screening of nelv com-
pouuds arc coaducteil largely b c i ~ ~ g  
ullclcr the ausl~iccs of private i~~clus-  
try, some of the allocated fuilds \rill 
be available for  tllese lines. 

T l ~ e  grants will be administered 
through the service's Research 
Grants and Fellowsliips Division of 
the National Institutes of Health. 
Applications will be evaluated and 
reviewed by one or more of 22 spe-
cialized study sections. The Na-
tional Advisory Council, a nonfederal 
scieiitific group, will make the final 
rceomnie~~tlatio~i.The deadline for 
receipt of al~plications is Nouern-
ber  1. 

A new international "yardstick," 
calculated from the wavelength of 
light waves emitted from boinbard- 
ing a rare form of atomically pro- 
duced mercury, is  being developed 
by Kenneth B. Adams, of the West- 
ingliouse Research Laboratories, and 
Kevin Burns, astronomer a t  the Al- 
lcglicny Observatory in Pittsburgh, 
ill collaboration with the National 
Gureclu of Standards and seielitiuts 
iz Frui~ce  and England. This stand- 
ard, on \vllich all iuternational nicas- 
u reu~c~ i t sof length can be based, will 

be o~ic ia l ly  adopted only af ter  its 

mcasurenient is  confirmed by a t  least 

three laboratories working illdepend- 

ently i n  three different parts of 

the world. 


The second annual Conference of 
Midwestern Parasitologists has ea-
tablislied a coordination committee 
for  conlpilation of a list of parn-
sitological research laboratories of 
all types in the midwestern area and 
a cross-indexed check-list of the cul- 
tures of parasitic protozoa, hel-
minths, mollusks, and arthropods 
maintained in these laboratories. 
This listing will coordina.te and fa-  
cilitate the exchange of material for 
both teaching and research purposes. 
A digest of the existing laws and 
regulations enforced by the U. 8. 
Public Health Service and Dcpttrs- 
ment of Agriculture governing the 
sliipmcnt of cultures, and a manual 
on maintenance, shipment, handling, 
and transfer of parasitic cultures 

will  alau !JW uut with the check- ~ a i ~ t  
list. I f  all laboratories between 
the Rocky Mouatains and the Allc- 
gl~ciiics that  have not rcceived notice 
of the listiug will write Dr. If. 
Elishewitz, Department of hlicro-
1,iology and Public Health, Cllirngo 
Medical School, 710 S. Wolcott Ave., 
Chicago 12, Ill., their names will be 
included on the filial list. 

A new spectroscope, the Todd 
Spcctranal, is  now available, permit- 
ting rapid, accurate macro- or micro- 
analysis of 33 elements. Only a few 
milligrams of the sample are re-
quired, and these are completely re- 
covered after aaalysis. Tlie spcc-
troscope is desig~ied so tha t  the ele- 
ment is excited by controlled volt:~ge 
and amperage through two platinum 
electrodes in a glass condenser 
chamber. This obviates the need 
for cool gas flames, hot arc, or spark 
excitation. Tlie instrument permits 
visual analysis, eliminating tlie need 
for photographic equipment, and 
rapid identification can be made by 
laboratory personnel. Further infor- 
mation about the instrument is avail- 
able from Meyer Scientific Supply 
Company, 221 Atlantic Ave., Brook- 
lyn 2, N. Y. 

Recently Received 

Abso!ute Measure7ne7zt of Resistance 
b y  the Wenfzer Method. Janics L. 
Tl~ol~iase t  al. National Bureau 
of Standards Research Paper R P  
2029. U. S. GPO, Washington 
25, D. C. 30 cents. 

The Geiger-Muller Cougzter. Na-
tional Bureau of Standards Circular 
490. U. S. GPO, Wasliington 25, 
D. C. 20 cents. 

Sterliag-Wintbrop Research Ztzstitute. 
John 13. Watkins Company, New 
York City. 

Tbernzal Exfia?zsion of Solids. Cir. 
C48G, National Bureau of Stand-
ards. U. S. GPO, Washington 25, 
D. C. 20$. 

Table of Powers of  Complex Numbers. 
Herbert E .  Salzer. AILS 8, Na-
tional Bureau of Standards. U. S. 
GPO, Washington 25, D. C. 25$. 

Delzsity of Solids aftd Liquids. Cir. 
C487, National Bureau of Stand-
ards. U. S. GPO, Washington 25, 
D. C .  201. 


