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These very recent results leave the issue of the reso-
nanece theory #gain in doubt. Nevertheless Wilkes’ book
is a very well-written account of the atmospheric tidal
problem, its empirical results, and its theory. The vol-
ume has been well and attractively printed, but it is to
be regretted that its price could not have been set con-
siderably lower.

. . B. HAURWITZ
New York University

Reviewed in Brief

Penicillin: Its Practical Application, 2nd ed. Sir Alexan-
der Fleming. London, England: Butterworth; St.
Louis, Mo.: C. V. Mosby, 1950. 491 pp. $7.00.
Only four years have passed since the publication of

the first edition of this book. During this time many new

antibiotics have been discovered and their virtues her-
alded. Penicillin, the first member of this group to be
deseribed, has unequivoeally maintained its position as the
best. The present volume is a complete revision and
about 100 pages have been added, including four new
chapters and two appendices discussing penieillin resist-
ance and, very briefly, the data on aureomyein and chlor-
amphenieol. Sir Alexander was aided in this task by
some 33 colleagues, most of whom were active in the
preparation of the first edition.

This new volume will be welecomed by the many work-
ers who enjoyed the first edition.

Proceedings of the First Clinical ACTH Conference. John
R. Mote, Ed. Philadelphia-Toronto: Blakiston Com-
pany, 1950. 607 pp. $5.50.

In the fall of 1946 a preparation of ACTH (adreno-
corticotropic hormone) was made available for research on
the properties of the hormone in man. During the sue-
ceeding two years the effect of stimulating the adrenal
cortex with ACTH was studied in normal human beings
and individuals with obvious endocrine defects by a num-
ber of investigators.

The contents of this volume constitute the proceedings
of a conference held in Chicago on October 21 and 22,
1949 under the auspiceé of Armour and Company. The
attendance was limited to those workers who had been
actively engaged in these studies. There are 52 formal
papers with the supplementary discussions.. It is per-
fectly clear from a perusal of these contributions (in some
instances only one patient was studied) that they repre-
sent merely progress reports. As such, they will be of
inestimable value in the planning of future research.

Surface Tension and the Spreading of Liquids. 2nd ed.
R. 8. Burdon. New York: Cambridge Univ. Press,
1949. 92 pp. $2.50.

This is a remarkably fine treatment of the phenomenon
of spreading of liquids over both solid and liquid sur-
faces. The author presents much of the pertinent lit-
erature, but concentrates on the theoretical aspects of
the subject, and his analysis serves to show how rudi-
mentary is our knowledge concerning even the forces
which bring about spreading.

The present monograph is a second edition of this book,
which originally appeared in 1940 in the Cambridge Phys-
ical Tracts series. Chapters 1 and 2 diseuss the nature
of surface forces and their measurement—a treatment that
comprises the usual advanced textbook section on surface
tension. Chapter 3, on the surface tension of mereury,
is justified by the very considerable lack of agreement
among observers as to what the value for the surface
tension of Hg actually is. Chapters 4, 5, and 6 are de-
voted to a consideration of spreading on water and Hg.
A number of the more obseure phenomena encountered in
spreading studies are analyzed and indeed these chapters
are the most useful ones for a reader with some previous
knowledge of surface phenomena. Chapter 7 concludes
with a consideration of spreading on solids (i.e., lubrica-
tion). Sueh phenomena, in spite of their obvious prae-
tical importance, are as poorly understood as spreading
over liquids.

Medical Entomology. 2nd ed. Robert Matheson. Ithaca,

N. Y.: Comstock Publ., 1950. 612 pp. $7.50.

The first edition of this well-known text appeared in
1932 and established at once a most enviable reputation.
The global aspects of World War II brought millions of
people into intimate contact with insects and evoked to a
marked degree an appreciation for the role they play in
the well-being of mankind. Not only do they transmit
bacteria mechanically, as was so beautifully demonstrated
for the house fly and typhoid fever during the Spanish
American War, but they are hosts to such forms as the
etiological agents of filariasis, a disease that threatened
members of our armed forces stationed in certain areas
of the Far East. The development of insecticides such as
DDT and repellants of the phthalate series were outstand.
ing war measures for the protection of troops. These in-
vestigations and many others carried out during and since
the war have immeasurably advanced our knowledge of in-
seets in relation to diseases of man and animals.

The second edition of Medical Entomology has been
completely rewritten and contains data available to the
end of 1948. The contents are arranged in somewhat the
same manner as in the first edition and the final chapter
gives simple directions for collecting and preserving in-
sects. The text is recommended to the physician, the
public health worker, the medical student, and the layman
as an authoritative survey of our present knowledge.

Quantitative Ultramicroanalysis. Paul L. Kirk, New
York: John Wiley; London: Chapman & Hall, 1950.
310 pp. $5.00.

The present volume is intended to summarize the cur-
rent status of microgram procedures for analyses of all
types that have been proved practical and to include the
smaller-scale procedures of colorimetry that have been
tested. The ten chapters are headed introduetion, volu-
metric apparatus and technique, colorimetry: apparatus
and technique, general apparatus and technique, miecro-
gram titrimetry, metallic constituents: titrimetric meth-
ods, nonmetallic constituents: titrimetric methods, volu-




